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Japan’s “Sea Mammal Protection Diplomacy” during the Russo-Japanese

War: With a Focus on the Invasion of Sakhalin and Sea Mammal Protection

TAKAHASHI Ryoichi

This paper analyzes how the events of the Russo-Japanese War affected
the international relations between Japan, Russia, Britain, and the United
States, in the context of the fur seal industry in the Sea of Okhotsk and the
Bering Sea.

In the 1890s, Great Britain, the United States, and Russia established a
protection zone for sea mammals in these regions. On the other hand, Japan
actively encouraged the hunting of sea mammals through the promulgation of
the Pelagic Fisheries Encouragement Law of 1897.

Thereafter, the outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War brought into sharp
focus the opposition between these sea mammal protection provisions and
Japan’s policy of promoting pelagic sealing activities. During the war, Japa-
nese fishermen jumped on the opportunity provided by the war to fish in Rus-
sian territory.

The Japanese government initially called for restraint in this regard
from its fishermen. However, when in the spring of 1905 a plan was formed by

Japan to occupy Sakhalin, it saw in sea mammal protection activities by Rus-

i



sia and Britain a possibility of expanding the war zone. During the invasion of
Sakhalin, in July 1905 the Japanese military successfully advanced into the
Sea of Okhotsk by conducting warship patrols under the guise of protecting
sea mammals.

When the southern half of Sakhalin was acquired by Japan via the Trea-
ty of Portsmouth, Tyuleny Island was also incorporated into Japanese territory,
and this meant that Japan would therefore take over from Russia the interna-
tional responsibility of protecting sea mammals. The possession of Tyuleny
Island was a factor in the Japanese government’s change of direction toward
contributing to sea mammal protection and hunting industry control. Japanese
diplomatic policy on sea mammal protection was crafted while taking into
account the international relations and treaties in this context, and this created
a chance for the nation to become embedded in the international regime of sea

mammal protection.

The Problem of the Management of the Three Imperial Shengjing

Mausoleums and Puyi in Modern Chinese History

OIDE Shoko

This article discusses the history of the management of the three Sheng-
jing % 5T mausoleums in relation to the problems of modern Chinese history,
such as the treatment of the “ancestral temple and mausoleums” and of the
“private properties” of the Qing Imperial Household after the promulgation of
the “Articles of Favourable Treatment of the Great Qing Emperor after His
Abdication.” In particular, we elucidate the characteristics of the management
system based on Puyi’s {#4 intention to be deeply involved in the preserva-
tion of the three Shengjing mausoleums during the Manchukuo period, and
approach the reality of the Manchukuo.

From the Qing dynasty to the collapse of Manchukuo, the management
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