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Enthronement Etiquette of Abdication in the Wei-Jin and Northern and
Southern Dynasties and Sui-Tang Dynasties: Considering Enthronement

Place and gaodai jitian as Clues

CHAI Dong

During the abdication rite of the Wei-Jin and Northern and Southern
Dynasties, the founding monarchs of the new dynasty usually acceded to the
emperor’s throne in the altar place (tanchang YE35) or the southern suburban
altar (nanjiao M %K) and offered sacrifices to heaven in person. In contrast, the
founders of the Sui-Tang Dynasties acceded to the emperor’s throne in the
main hall (zhengdian 1EJ%), and no longer offered sacrifices to heaven in per-
son, but sent an agent whose role was to worship heaven. Although in certain
cases researchers have mentioned this change, it is mainly investigated from
the aspect of etiquette, especially the change of enthronement etiquette and the
normalization of vicarious conduct (yousi sheshi 4 FIHESE). Therefore, it is
necessary to discuss this topic from different perspectives.

This study explores the reasons for the changes in enthronement eti-
quette of abdication in the Wei-Jin and Northern and Southern Dynasties and
Sui-Tang Dynasties. Consequently, it analyzes the location of the Chancellor
of State’s residence (xiangguo fu FHBNF), those who received abdication
(shoushan zhe 213 in Wei-Jin and Northern and Southern Dynasties and
Sui-Tang Dynasties, as well as the relevant political situation in the Sui-Tang
Dynasties at the time of abdication, further clarifying the influence of factors,
other than the ritual system, on the formation and change of the enthronement
ceremony. Therefore, this study investigates the effects of two aspects, name-
ly, the location of enthronement and the executor of the proclamation to heav-
en, on dynastic change (gaodai jitian #71X5%K) at that time.

We find that the changes in the enthronement etiquette of the Sui-Tang

Dynasties’ founding monarch are not caused primarily by the internal ceremo-
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ny system, but by an expedient measure based on the location of the Chancel-
lor of State’s residence and the political situation at the time. Therefore, this
directly reflects the difference in abdication between the Wei-Jin and Northern
and Southern Dynasties and Sui-Tang Dynasties. Moreover, even though the
executor of gaodai jitian changed from emperor to agent during the Sui-Tang
Dynasties, Yang Jian 4% and Li Yuan 2% took an extremely cautious atti-

tude about the selection of the agent on the day of the ceremony.

The Role of Xiyuan in Luoyang and its Water System
in the Sui and Tang Periods

UTSUNOMIYA Miki

The imperial garden was a private garden that made up the pre-modern
Chinese capital together with the palace and residential areas. The garden was
located on the north side of Sui-Tang Chang’an %% City, while Xiyuan V458
was located on the west side of Luoyang #;% City. In this article, the author
explains how Xiyuan’s location related to the purpose of defense against the
western peoples and the use of the terrain formed by the rivers.

In the eastern part of Xiyuan, Sui Yangdi Ffi#%7 established water fa-
cilities and production activities to manage water on a daily basis while sup-
porting entertainment and regulating the water supply to the city, while in the
western part, a variety of free-range animals were maintained for use in ritual
sacrifices and as a symbol of the emperor’s dignity and assets. The Tang em-
perors abolished these facilities, building palaces in the mountainous areas for
use as hunting bases and summer vacation houses, and showed a gradually
diminishing interest in water. The fact that there was no major flood damage
in the Sui period while such damage occurred frequently in the Tang period
indicates that the water management in Xiyuan was extremely important for

Luoyang City downstream, as well as reflecting Yangdi’s reverence for and
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