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The Reconstruction of Public Education in Shanghai and
its Surrounding Areas in the Early Years of the People’s
Republic of China

Abstract: After the founding of the People’s Republic of China (PRC), not
all students and teaching staff welcomed the new regime. The Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) was vigilant about those who had “bourgeois
ideas” However, the lack of human resources forced the new regime to rely
on them and implemented the following two measures.

The first was the political education, which has been conducted since
1949. The second measure was the political movement and its
corresponding mobilization. Students were organized by the Student Union,
while the teachers were organized by the Education Workers Association.
Importantly and politically ambiguous, these teaching staff were called
“educational workers” and classified as “educators from the petit-bourgeois,”
which meant they might be judged to belong to a revolutionary class based
on their own words and actions. In this special environment, it was easier to
mobilize the teaching staft.

After 1952, to strengthen public education, the CCP government
expanded the teaching staff. Ironically, the CCP government recruited the
middle management, salaried workers, landlords, and some industrial and
commercial workers that were considered “petit-bourgeois” and thus lost
jobs in various political movements, and transferred them to teaching
positions simply because of their academic qualifications and literacy. Under
these circumstances, many teaching staff members had a problematic
political background and origin. Later, these teachers and students were re-

organized under the Chinese New Democracy Youth League.
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This article will focus on the period from the founding of the PRC in
1949 to the restoration of the education in PRC in 1953, choosing Shanghai
and its surrounding areas—Songjiang County—as a case study for research

on the reconstruction process of public education.
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