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Folk Beliefs and the “Revolutionary Folklore”: People and Power
in the Early Days of the Establishment of the PRC over Praying
Rain, Change of Heaven, Holy Water, and Holy Medicine

Abstract: In the early days of the establishment of the PRC, socio-economic
transformation was carried out rapidly with the progress of land reform in
rural areas. However, the mentality and behavioral patterns of peasants who
entrusted their temporal interests to polytheistic beliefs had continued. The
people, who became more conscious of their rights through the political
movement of the CCP, justified their superstition. The strict anti-
superstition policy of the party and government led to strong public
backlash, since the technology and environment required to stabilize
agricultural production had been delayed and the foundation of medical
care and social security was extremely weak. With the information that
biological weapons had been dropped on China during the Korean War,
people’s superstitious activities—visiting mountains, rivers, and ruins
seeking holy water and holy medicine—became popular across the country.
This was also related to the dissatisfaction and social unrest caused by the

development of class struggles at the time and the burden of war
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mobilization.

On the other hand, during these uproars, there were many government
actions to justify superstitions based on individual interests. The voluntary
behavior of the people who attempted to save their lives by praying for rain
and searching for holy water or holy medicine was not all anti-
governmental. In addition, those who had awakened to certain “individual
rights” after receiving class education from the CCP demanded that the
government change its impiety and fulfill “its primary duty” of honoring
Heaven and God and extending their grace to the world. In this sense, the
folk beliefs of this period, which show an unstable appearance, can be
incorporated into the political order, depending on the correspondence of
power. The “revolutionary folklore,” in which the leaders of the revolution,
the Red Army, and their people bring miracles, was formed because the
government was aware of such demands for power from folk beliefs. This
process also represented the construction of a new era in the ideological
monopoly structure by the power that represents two sides of the same coin
together with the folk beliefs. However, the society, which retained the same
ideology as the power, intended to bring more happiness for “all people,”
and the people belonging to the lower class insisted on freedom of religion
over a wide area, with unconcealed insistence of “sovereignty.” Such a

situation was only possible under the power of CCP.
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