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March to the Three-Self Patriotic Movement: T. C. Chao and the Last
Days of the Religion School of Yenching University (1948-1953)

Abstract: After the liberation of Beijing by the end of 1948, the famous
School of Religion of Yenching University, under the leadership of its Dean,
T. C. Chao, began to forge its path toward the Three-Self Patriotic
Movement. The intricacy and complexity during this process is undoubtedly
the perfect epitome of the struggle of the Chinese Christian society.

What had changed between 1948 and 1953 for the Religion school of
Yenching? What factors had led to such a tremendous change? Among all
these factors, which are external and which internal? As the soul of
Yenching Religion School and one of most famous Chinese Christians at
that time, how did T. C. Chao, and his colleagues, cope with all these
changes? Once a committed supporter of a New China and a new Chinese
Church, why was he met with severe criticism afterwards; and how did these
factors affect the fate of the Religion school?

This article focuses on T. C. Chao’s activities between 1948 and 1953. By
answering the questions above, the purpose of this article is to explain the
relations between Yenching Religion School and the Three-Self Patriotic
Movement, and to provide a new interpretation of the Indigenization of the
Chinese Church.
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