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Beijing and the Choice by Female Students in Beijing:
Liberation Army March into Beiping

Abstract: On January 31, 1949, the People’s Liberation Army peacefully
marched from Xizhimen into Beijing. On the eve of the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, intellectuals who had previously eschewed the
national debate were forced to choose between either remaining in the
country or leaving it behind. Then, on the night of June 3, 1989, the People’s
Liberation Army once again entered the city from Xizhimen, this time to
open fire on students who had occupied Tiananmen Square and silence
their protest for democratization. These two marches into Beijing became
memories of an absolutely contrasting nature. The first was continually
retold as a defining moment of national history, while the second became a
national wound, not to be spoken of. In this presentation, I will introduce
novels in which female students are faced with national (political) and
personal (romantic) dilemmas, chiefly Zong Pu’s “Hongdou” and Yiyun Li’s
“Love in the Marketplace” The former, set in 1948, depicts the dilemma of a
student fleeing to America with her bourgeois lover or remaining in Beijing
to help rebuild the country. The latter, set against the 1989 incident,
concerns the loneliness of a woman whose failed attempt to travel to
America sees her employed as an English teacher in a rural town. How do
these heroines negotiate their futures and later look back upon their
decisions, in respect to such historical events? Through an analysis of these
two novels, I will reflect upon the relationship between politics and

individual agency.
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