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Introduction of the Medical Health System of 1950s Rural
China: A Case Study of the Dali Sub-provincial Administrative
Region, Yunnan Province

Abstract: This article examines the introduction of a rural medical health
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system in the early 1950s in the Dali Sub-provincial Administrative Region,
Yunnan Province, with a focus on healthcare providers. These include
traditional / modern medical practitioners and healers who had been
working before the 1950s, as well as newly trained village health workers.
During this period, the introduction of a medical health system at the
prefectural level and below occurred at the same time as initiatives for land
reform. Under the auspices of the Dali Land Reform Committee, the land
reform health corps was organized by mobilizing health workers at the sub-
provincial administrative region and prefectural levels together with the
present healthcare practitioners. They conducted therapeutic activities and
training of primary-level health workers in areas where land reforms were
carried out. The activities also meant the “teaching” and “reform” of
healthcare practitioners. Furthermore, the introduction of the health and
medical system in the villages reorganized the traditional rural medical
sector. Some of the healers who used magic and prayer to perform treatment
were excluded from the “anti-superstition campaign,” and “scientifically-
trained” primary-level health workers were assigned to the villages. The
newly trained primary-level health workers were brought in due to the

reorganization of the rural social order through land reforms.
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