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“Ditching the New and Filling the Old”:
Prevention and Control of Schistosomiasis in
the Mountainous Areas of Jiangxi Province in the 1950s

Abstract: The prevalence of schistosomiasis gradually caught the attention
of the new central leadership of the People’s Republic of China since 1949.
Along with the changes in the central schistosomiasis control policy, Jiangxi

Province had undergone a top-down institutionalization and reformation on
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schistosomiasis control, as well as creations and bottom-up generalization.
The power and autonomy of schistosomiasis control had been gradually
delegated from provincial level to county-level and even village-level
governments together with successive institutional reforms. The epidemic
areas had autonomously explored measures to eliminate the disease. The
schistosomiasis prevention campaign, motivated by the entire population,
was developed throughout the process of continuous decentralization.
Through medical investigations and mass mobilizations, Yujiang County
(Jiangxi Province) had created a prevention and control measure against
schistosomiasis in epidemic hilly areas—“ditching the new and filling the
old”—to completely eradicate the adaptive environment for oncomelania by
reconstructing canal networks of irrigation areas, thereby blocking the
spread of disease. As a successful local case, it was extended to other
epidemic areas across the country, with a number of counties and cities
founded to eradicate schistosomiasis around 1958. The control measures for
schistosomiasis—“ditching the new and filling the old”—had limitations,
since they were only applicable to small epidemic areas with a monotonous
epidemic pattern. Nonetheless, as far as the schistosomiasis epidemic itself is
concerned, the control activities in the 1950s were effective attempts for
epidemic prevention in mountainous areas. In addition, as a “miracle in the
history of epidemic control and treatment,” the success of schistosomiasis
prevention also confirmed new Chinese government’s capability for national

governance.
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