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The CPC’s Initial Mediation and
Handling of Labor Relations in Tianjin

Abstract: After the Communist Party of China (CPC) took over Tianjin,
following the CPC Central Committee’s repeatedly stressed instructions of
relying on the working class and influenced by the political experience of
the past, the urban cadres took more care of the interests of workers, even
acquiescing and conniving at their excessive treatment. However, the
capitalists had doubts and fears regarding the new regime even before the
CPC occupying Tianjin, and after that, they were much more afraid, greatly
diminishing their confidence in running enterprises and trying their best to
postpone the resumption of business. For more than two months labor
relations were in chaos. Since April 1949, with the help of Liu Shaoqi’s
instructions, the new regime of Tianjin began to correct the bias of allowing
the workers’ excessive demands of the past, politically pacifying capitalists
and trying to balance the relationship between labor and capital. In fact,
when drafting the “Interim Measures for handling labor relations (Draft),”
facing the strong demands of workers, the Tianjin municipal government

finally complied with the wishes of workers on the two key terms of
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dismissal—rights and wage. In accordance with the draft, the Labor Bureau
was extremely restrained and still earned the reputation of a “Capitalists’
Bureau.” In order to “clean up” themselves, the Labor Bureau and cadres
from other departments tried their best to take care of the interests and
requirements of workers. As a result, it was impossible for labor relations to

settle.
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