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To Defend Socialism in the Chinese Countryside:
Fighting Crime in Progress and Expanding Socialist Education
during Early Collectivization

Abstract: In China in the 1950s, collectivization was seen as the key step for
rural areas to move toward socialism. The completion of the socialist
transformation occurred in 1956, heralding the coming of the socialist era
of the future. However, the rural population did not approve of socialism

and found it hard to adapt to socialist life. This rural maladjustment was
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seen as a rejection of socialism. A campaign against “crime in progress” was
then launched to defend rural socialism. The campaign had a strong
deterring effect, but the effect was recognized as temporary. Therefore, as a
normal mechanism, the Socialist Education Movement began to be
implemented. Under the influence of the Anti-right Movement, the Socialist
Education Movement took the form of debate and struggle. This particular
approach created strong political pressure that caused a marked reduction in
resistance, but the socialist identity of the rural people was not established.
In a word, the socialist defense seemed to have been a successful operation,

but it did not create a new socialist society.
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