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Ethnicity and Democracy: The KMT and CCP Administrations
and the Manchus’ Political Participation

Abstract: The Manchu Association emerged in the last period of the
Republic of China to raise the status of the Manchus and promote their
ethnic culture; however, its most immediate aim was to acquire their seats in
the upcoming National Assembly. It is understandable that the Manchus,
who had suffered discrimination, hoped to obtain a right of political
participation through which their circumstances could be improved.
Nevertheless, before the social situation of the Manchu masses was
improved, the Manchu Association left Beiping with the collapse of the
Republic of China. Six years after the regime transition from the KMT to the
CCP, the Manchus in Beijing had another opportunity to elect
representatives and participate in national politics——the popular election
for the first People’s Congress. However, the Manchus’ attitude was different
from what they had shown six years before.

To legitimize their rule over a multi-ethnic state, both the KMT and the
CPC claimed that their elections were universal, in which the ethnic
minorities’ rights were respected, although their systems and functions were
quite different from each other. As an ethnic group with a unique historical
background, the Manchus’ response to the elections gives us an angle to

analyze and compare the two parties’ administrations.
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