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Document X

General Description

Title: No title'"

Size: 63x43cm

Number of deeds: 13 (11 deeds on the front side; 2 deeds on the reverse)

Date: 1146-1240/1734-1825
A document drawn up on the occasion of the purchase of a house in al-Lamti alley
called Dar al-Labbanat in the Andalus bank of Fes, by Fadila (X-a4), daughter of
Muhammad (X-al), from Ruqayya (X-bl) and Fatima (X-b2), daughters of ‘Al1
al-Labban, on 1 Dhii al-Hijja 1146/5 May 1734 (X-2). Along with the purchase
deed itself (X-2), a related deed (X-1) was copied on Document X.

‘Umar b. Mas‘ad al-Battw1 (X-c2) then purchased this house from Fadila
(X-a4) and her sons (X-al3 and X-al4) (X-3). After the death of ‘Umar al-Batiw1
(X-c2), the whole ownership of this house was inherited by Muhammad b.
M’hammad al-ZawawT (X-c1) (X-4-2). Ahmad b. Muhammad al-GharnatT al-
AndalusT (X-al5) purchased the house from Muhammad al-Zawaw1 (X-c1) (X-5).

After that, Biitayyib b. ‘Tsa al-Khalfi al-Wuraytani (X-d1) and the husband of
his daughter ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad al-Saghriishnt (X-d2) purchased it
from Ahmad al-Gharnati (X-al5) (X-6).

‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Qassabi (X-¢1) then purchased the
house from Biitayyib al-Wuraytani (X-d1) and ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Saghriishn1 (X-
d2) (X-7), after which ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Zagimat (X-f1) pur-
chased it from ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Qassab1 (X-e1) (X-8).

After the transfer of ownership of the house to ‘Abd al-Salam al-Zagimat (X-
f1), it may be supposed that Document X was inherited by the Zagimat family, as
Deeds 9, 10, and 11 describe the transfer of ownership and property distribution
within that family. Deeds 12 and 13 are also the certification of properties owned by
the Zagimat family. The house was inherited by Tahira (X-f4), wife of ‘Abd al-
Salam b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Zagimat (X-f1) and transferred to her son Muhammad
al-‘Arabi (X-f5), and her daughter Manana (X-f7) by purchase.

Deed 1 (X-1)
Date: end of Dhii al-Qa‘da 1146/April-May 1734
No. of lines: 25
Notaries: signature X-S1
signature X-S2

e Some words are written on the reverse side, but they are unclear. The words “Ben Suda,”
written in Roman characters, also appear on the reverse side, but no related words can be
found in the text of this document.
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A deed which establishes that Rugayya (X-bl) and Fatima (X-b2), daughters of
‘Al al-Labban, purchased the house in al-LamtT alley in the Andalus bank of Fés
from the inheritors of Muhammad b. ‘Al1 al-Gharnatt al-AndalusT (X-al).

It consists of copies of three deeds that were drawn up and transcribed on the
original documents (X-i and X-ii); Nass 2 (X-1-2) was transcribed on the original
document (X-ii) when Nass 3 (X-1-3) was drawn up on it. And the chief qadi of Fés
‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-Wahid al-Bii‘inani al-Hasani'” affixed an apostille on the notifica-
tion (a lama) concerning Nass 2 and Nass 3 in the original document (X-ii).

At the end is a testimony about the collation of copies with the originals and
the authorization of the copies’ authenticity (istiglal) by the deputy chief qadi (na 'ib
qadr al-jama ‘a) of Fés (X-Q1) at the end of Dhii al-Qa‘da 1146/June 1734.

This text was copied on Document X, probably on the occasion of the pur-
chase of the house of Deed 2.

Nass 1 (X-1-1)
Date: 8 Muharram 1139/5 September 1726
Notaries: Mas‘tid b. Muhammad al-Jazna'1
Muhammad b. Mansiir al-Mazghart
A deed which established that Ruqayya (X-bl) and Fatima (X-b2), daughters of
‘Alf al-Labban, purchased the house from Muhammad b. Yasuf (X-a7).

The deed first describes the inheritance situation of the house after the death
of Muhammad b. “All al-Gharnatt al-Andalust (X-al). According to the deed, his
property was inherited by his wife Fatima bint Ahmad al-Gharnatt (X-a2), his two
daughters Manana (X-a3) and Fadila (X-a4), and his agnate ( ‘asaba), his nephew
‘Abd al-Karim b. ‘Abd al-Qadir (X-a5). The deed then describes the inheritance
situation after the death of Fatima (X-a2). Her property was inherited by her two
daughters Manana (X-a3) and Fadila (X-a4) and her brother M ’hammad (X-a6),
who delivered (tasl/im) his inherited portion to Manana (X-a3) and Fadila (X-a4).
After that, the deed also describes the purchase of the house by Ruqayya (X-b1) and
Fatima (X-b2) from Muhammad b. Yasuf (X-a7) for the price of 19 mithqal less
five-eighths iigiya and 4 fals. It is probable that the description of the inheritance
situation from Manana (X-a3) to her son Muhammad b. Yasuf (X-a7) is missing
from the deed.

Nass 2 (X-1-2)
Date: 3 Sha‘ban 1144/31 January 1732
Notaries: ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Huraysht
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir Binnis
A deed of testament by ‘Abd al-Karim b. ‘Abd al-Qadir (X-a5) in which he appoint-

17 Ajurist of Fés. See MIURA Toru and SATO Kentaro ed., The Vellum Documents in Mo-
rocco in the Sixteenth to Nineteenth Centuries, Part 1, Tokyo: Toyo Bunko, 2015, p. 112,
Note 108.
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ed his wife Rugayya bint ‘Abd al-Wahid Hartin (X-al0) as the testamentary guard-
ian (wasr) of their children Ahmad (X-a8) and al-Hasan (X-a9).

By the time the Nass was transcribed on the original Document (X-ii), the
second notary Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir Binnis had died. Accordingly, his sig-
nature (shakl) was verified on the occasion of Nass 3 being drawn up on Document
X-ii on 7 Rajab 1146/14 December 1733.

Nass 3 (X-1-3)
Date: 7 Rajab 1146/14 December 1733
Notaries: ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Hurayshit
Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Fasi

A deed of purchase of the house by Ruqayya (X-bl) and Fatima (X-b2) from
Rugayya (X-al0) and her three children (X-a8, X-a9, X-all). The deed first de-
scribes the inheritance of the house in the same way as the description in Nass 1
(X-1-1). After the death of ‘Abd al-Karim (X-a5), his property was inherited by
Rugayya bint ‘Abd al-Wahid Hariin (X-a10) and their four children Ahmad (X-a8),
al-Hasan (X-a9), Fariha (X-all), and ‘Ashwa (X-al2). The deed then says that after
the death of ‘Ashwa (X-al2), her property was inherited by her mother Ruqayya
(X-al0) and her three brothers (X-a8, X-a9, X-all). Finally, Ruqayya (X-al0) sold
the house to Ruqayya (X-bl) and Fatima (X-b2) for 22 mithgal and 9 and one-
eighth igiva and 4 fals (the price of the whole house was 110 mithgal) to pay off
her debt. It was drawn up on Document X-ii below Nass 2.

Deed 2 (X-2)

Date: 1 Dhii al-Hijja 1146/5 May 1734

No. of lines: 9

Notaries: signature X-S1

signature X-S2

A deed of purchase of the house by Fadila (X-a4) from Ruqayya (X-b1) and Fatima
(X-b2), joint owners, for 620 iigiva darahim qadima sikkat ta ‘rikh-hi. Fadila (X-a4)
paid only 600 #giya and the remainder of the payment, 20 igiya, was offset by
some defect in the house. In this purchase, Fadila (X-a4) was just the agent (na 'ib)
of her sons (X-al3, X-al4), and she had no portion from it. Finally, Fadila (X-a4)
clarified the share and consolidated the ownership of the whole house with her two
sons, with half the house for Fadila (X-a4) and a quarter for each son.

Deed 3 (X-3)
Date: 10 Jumada I 1150/5 September 1737
No. of lines: 9
Notaries: signature X-S3
signature X-S4
A deed of purchase of the house by Muhammad b. Mhammad al-Zawaw1 (X-cl)



22 CHAPTER ONE

from Fadila (X-a4) and her sons Idris (X-al3) and al-*Abbas (X-al4) for 500 agiya
darahim qadima sikkat ta 'rikh-hi. 300 iqiya gadima was offset by a debt of Fadila
(X-a4), and 1dris (X-al3) received the remainder of the payment of 200 iigiya from
Muhammad al-Zawaw1 (X-c1). Muhammad al-Zawaw1 (X-c1) was just a agent in
this purchase, being the deputy of his relative in marriage ‘Umar b. Mas‘id al-
Batiw1 (X-c2), and he had no portion of this purchase. Thus ‘Umar al-Battw1 (X-c2)
received the sole ownership of the house.

Deed 4 (X-4)
Date: 1 Dhu al-Hijja 1155/27 January 1743
No. of lines: 7
Notaries: signature X-S5
signature X-S3
A deed which establishes the situation of inheritance and purchase of ‘Umar b.
Mas 0d al-Batiw1’s (X-c2) properties, which included the house of al-Labbanat.

It consists of copies of three deeds that were drawn up and transcribed on the
original document (X-iv). Nass 1 (X-4-1) was transcribed from the original docu-
ment (X-v) when Nass 3 (X-4-3) was drawn up.

At the end is a testimony on the collation of the copies with the originals and
the authorization of the copies’ authenticity (istiglal) by the deputy chief qadi (na ‘ib
qadr al-jama ‘a) of Fés (X-Q1), on 1 Dhii al-Hijja 1155/27 January 1743.

This text was copied on Document X, probably on the occasion of the pur-
chase of the house of Deed 5.

Nass 1 (X-4-1)
Date: 17 Jumada I 1150/12 September 1737
Notaries: ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Adltn"
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Adlin
A deed of testament by ‘Umar b. Mas‘ad al-Batiw1 (X-c2) in which he appointed
his brother Ahmad (X-c4) as the testamentary guardian (wasi) of his daughter
‘A’isha (X-c3).
Nass 2 (X-4-2)
Date: 14 Jumada II 1150/9 October 1737
Notaries: ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Adltun
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Adlin
A deed of mukharaja partition of inheritance of the properties of ‘Umar b. Mas ‘ad
al-Batiw1 (X-c2) which included the house of al-Labbanat. These properties were

18 The ‘Adlun family is a famous family in Sefrou. al-Jam‘Tya al-Maghribtya lil-Ta’Iif
wal-Tarjama wal-Nashr ed., Ma ‘lamat al-Maghrib: Qamis murattab ‘ala huraf al-hija’
yuhitu bil-ma ‘arif al-muta ‘alliqa bi-mukhtalif al-jawanib al-ta rikhiva wal-jughrafiva wal-
bashariya wal-hadariva lil-Maghrib al-Agsa, 24 vols., Sal¢, 1989-2005, vol. 18, pp. 6002—
6004.
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shared with Muhammad al-Safi (X-c1) until ‘Umar al-Batiw1 (X-c2) died. After the
death of ‘Umar al-Batiwi (X-c2), his properties were inherited by his wife ‘A’isha
bint Belqasim (X-c5), their three daughters, that is, Fatima (X-c6), Safiya (X-c7),
and ‘A’isha (X-c3), and his two brothers and two sisters, that is, Muhammad (X-
c8), Ahmad (X-c4), al-Zahra’ (X-c9), and Fatima (X-c10). According to the deed,
Muhammad al-Safi (X-c1) obtained sole ownership of the house of al-Labbanat
and the majority part of the properties of ‘Umar b. Mas‘tid al-Battw1 (X-c2) by
mukhdaraja partition among the other inheritors (X-c3, X-c4, X-c5, X-c6, X-c7,
X-c8, X-¢9, X-c10, X-cl1).

The deed also states that ‘Umar (X-c2) left one third of his property as a be-
quest for his daughters (X-c6, X-c7, X-c8). After his death, the representative ( ‘arif)
‘Abd al-Rahman Agmir was appointed as the testamentary guardian for them. The
qadi of Sefrou ‘Abd al-Salam ‘Adliin checked the deed and certified that the condi-
tion of the mukharaja partition was correct. An apostille on the application of the
deed (a ‘maltu-hu) was affixed.

It was drawn up on Document X-iv below Nass 1.

Nass 3 (X-4-3)
Date: 14 Ramadan 1150/5 January 1738
Notaries: Muhammad al-‘Arabi ‘Aziiz
‘Abd al-Qadir b. al-°Arab1 BukharTs al-Filalt
A deed which establishes the sale of two mules (baghl), which ‘A’isha (X-c5),
Fatima (X-c6), Safiya (X-c7) and ‘A’isha (X-c3) obtained by mukharaja partition
in Nass 2 (X-4-2), to Muhammad al-Safi (X-c1).

The deed first states that ‘A’isha (X-c5), Fatima (X-c6), Safiya (X-c7) and
‘A’isha (X-c3) consigned the handling and feeding of two mules to Muhammad
al-Safi (X-c1) because of some unspecified difficulties. Finally, Muhammad al-Safi
(X-cl) purchased the mules at the price on the occasion of the mukharaja partition
(45 mithgal).

It was drawn up in the right margin of Document X-iv. After the deed, an
apostille on the authorization of the copy’s authenticity for the deeds above (Nass 1
to Nass 3) was affixed.

Deed 5 (X-5)

Date: beginning of Dhii al-Hijja 1155/January—February 1743

No. of lines: 4

Notaries: signature X-S5

signature X-S3

A deed of purchase of the whole house by Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Gharnati al-
Andalust (X-al5) from Muhmmad al-Safi (X-c1) for 25 mithqal dardahim qadima.
The contract of the purchase itself was made four months earlier than the date of the
deed, and the payment was not completed at the same time. It was afterwards writ-
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ten down on Document X on the occasion of the completion of that payment.

Deed 6 (X-6)

Date: last day of Rab1" II 1176/18 November 1762

No. of lines: 4

Notaries: signature X-S6

signature X-S7

A deed which establishes that Biitayyib b. ‘Isa al-Khalft al-Wuraytant (X-d1) pur-
chased the whole house on behalf of himself and his daughter’s husband ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. Muhammad al-Saghriishn1 (X-d2), each owning one half, from Ahmad
b. Muhammad al-Gharnati (X-al5) for 1,200 agiva darahim qadima. The seller
(X-al5) received only 100 mithgal and 80 igiya, and the remaining 12 mithgal was
cleared by offsetting.

Deed 7 (X-7)

Date: 1 Safar 1179/20 July 1765

No. of lines: 4

Notaries: signature X-S8

signature X-S9

A deed of purchase of the house by ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Qassab1
al-Andalus1 (X-el) from Bitayyib (X-d1) and his daughter’s husband ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. Muhammad al-Saghriishni (X-d2) for a thousand and some igiya
darahim gadima. ‘Abd al-Wahhab (X-e1) paid by riyal and dirham.

Deed 8 (X-8)

Date: 10 of the same month of Deed 7 (X-7) (10 Safar 1179/29 July 1765)

No. of lines: 4

Notaries: signature X-S9

signature X-S10

A deed of purchase of the whole house by ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-
Zagimat (X-f1) from ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Qassabt (X-el) for 1,505 iqiva darahim
qadima sikkat ta rikhi-hi. The seller (X-el) received the payment by 167 riyal and
8 mawziina.

Deed 9 (X-9)
Date: 8 Muharram 1194/15 January 1780
No. of lines: 3
Notaries: signature X-S11
signature X-S12
A deed of purchase of a quarter of the house by Muhammad b. M’hammad al-
Danfash (X-f2) from ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Zagimat (X-f1). This
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purchase was established in another deed by the testimony of the two notaries of
this deed (bi-shahadat shahiday-hi fi ghayr-hi), which is not included in Document
X.

Deed 10 (X-10)

Date: 25 Sha‘ban 1195/16 August 1781

No. of lines: 5

Notaries: signature X-S11

signature X-S13

A deed of purchase of the other quarter of the house by Muhammad b. M hammad
al-Danfash (X-f2) from ‘Abd al-Salam b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Zagimat (X-f1). This
purchase was established in another deed by the testimony of the two notaries of
this deed (bi-shahdadat shahiday-hi fi ghayr-hi), which is not included in Document
X.

Deed 11 (X-11)

Date: 15 Sha‘ban 1209/7 March 1795

No. of lines: 6

Notaries: signature X-S14

signature X-S11

A deed of purchase of the half of the house which Muhammad b. M’hammad
al-Danfash (X-f2) purchased in Deed 9, 10. The deed first describes the purchase of
the house by al-‘Arabi b. ‘Abd al-Salam al-Zagimat (X-f3) from Muhammad
al-Danfash (X-f2). Then Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Karim al-Hajj1 al-Gazali (X-gl) pur-
chased half of the house from al-‘Arabi al-Zagimat (X-f3). This purchase was es-
tablished in another deed by the testimony of the two notaries of this deed (bi-
shahadat shahiday-hi fi ghayr-hi), which is not included in Document X.

Deed 12 (X-12)

Date: 2 Rabi* I 1227/15 April 1812

No. of lines: 16

Notaries: signature X-S15

signature X-S16

A deed which describes the inheritance situation of the property of ‘Abd al-Salam
b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Zagimat (X-f1) which is the other half of the house men-
tioned above. This property was inherited by his wife Tahira bint ‘Abd al-Qadir
al-Habbab1” (X-f4) and their three children Muhammad al-‘Arabi (X-f5), ‘A’isha
(X-f6) and Manana (X-{7).

v The family of al-Habbabi was a famous family in Fés. ‘Abd al-Kabir al-Kattani, Zahr
al-as, vol. 1, pp. 334-340.
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After the death of ‘A’isha (X-f6), her property was inherited by her husband
Idris b. Muhammad b. al-Hajj al-'AmrawT” (X-f8), their two children Muhammad
(X-19) and ‘A’isha (X-f10), and her mother Tahira (X-f4).

After the death of Tahira (X-f4), her property was inherited by her second
husband ‘Abd al-Had1 b. Abt Bakr al-Bihumaydi al-Hasant al-Sijilmas1 (X-f11),
their daughter Futaym (X-f12), and the other children mentioned above, Muhammad
al-‘Arab1 (X-f5) and Manana (X-f7). Tahira (X-f4) had debts which amounted to 24
mithqal less 2 igiya. Finally, the deed states that Muhammad al-‘Arab1 (X-f5) pur-
chased his mother Tahira’s (X-f4) share of the house from her inheritors.

Deed 13 (X-13)
Date: beginning of Rajab 1240/February 1825
No. of lines: 4
Notaries: signature X-S17
signature X-S18
A deed of purchase of a part (4 mawziinat) of the house by Manana (X-f7) from his
brother Muhammad al-‘Arab1 (X-f5) for 80 mithqal dardahim sikkat ta rikhi-hi. The
seller (X-f5) received 200 igiya in 5 mudd kabir of good wheat and 600 Gqiya in
cash.
(YOSHIMURA Takenori)

2 He was a notary in Fés. The family of Ibn al-Hajj al-'Amrawi, also called Ibn IdrTs, was
a famous family of Fés. Among members of this family, the most famous was his son,
Muhammad b. Idris b. Muhammad (X-19) (d. 1264/1847) who was a man of letters and also
a vizier of the ‘Alawid sultan ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Hisham (r. 1238-1276/1822-1859). ‘Abd
al-Kabir al-Kattan, Zahr al-as, vol. 1, pp. 73-76, 328-329.
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Families in Document X

Ahmad al-Gharnati

‘Abd al-Wahid Hartin  “Abd al-Qadir Fa,ttma M hammad
al0 a5 a3
Rugayya —l—‘Abd al-Karim  Manana Yiasuf Fadzla ‘Abd al-Latif al-RiisT
a8 | a9 | all | a12| a7 al3 al4
Ahmad al-Hasan Fariha ‘Ashwa Muh. Idris al-"Abbas

al5: Ahmad b. Muh.

al-Labban
‘Al Belqasim al-Miknast Mas‘ad
bl b2 c5 c2 | c8 | c4 | c9 | clo |
Rugayya  Fatima ‘A’isha ‘Umar  Mub. Ahmad al-Zahr@’ Fatima
c6 | 2 cl 0 7 | c3 | cll
Fatima==Muh. al-Safi b. M’hammad al-Zawawi==Safiya ‘A isha al-Hasan

‘Tsa al-Khalfi al-Wuraytant

dl
Biitayyib Mubh. al-SaghriishnT

d2
Q ===="Abd al-Rahman
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Fudaylt
M’hammad al-Danfash ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Habbani  Abt Bakr al-Bihumaydi
f2 fl 4 fl1
Muh. Q —————"Abd al-Salam | Tahira ‘Abd al-Hadt
f3 5 | f6 | I 7| m f13

al-‘Arabi  Muh. al-‘Arabi ‘4 isha=== I1diis b. Muh. b. al-‘Amrawi  Manana Futaym =—==Muh.
9 f10

Muh. ‘A’isha
el: ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Abd al-Rahman
gl: Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Hajji
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X-12

- inheritance situation of half of the house after the
death of f1; final inheritors: f5, {7, {8, 9, f11, f12

- purchase of the share of f4 from her inheritors by {5

-2 Rabi' 11 1227/15 Apr. 1812

- S15; S16

X-13

- purchase of 1/10 of the house by {7 from f5
- beg. Rajab 1240/ Feb. 1825

-S17; S18

verso
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