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Guangwu had initiated various programs aimed at stabilizing the social crisis
and chaos in the midst of military conflict through the introduction of Confu-
cian ideas. Both movements were attempts to appeal to, agitate among and
win the hearts of the people of Zhongyuan, who were by no means steadfast in
loyalty to the Emperor Guangwu’s regime, by appealing to them, even if sym-
bolically, with the then widely shared authority, i.e. Confucian ideas.

The author concludes that the preconditions for these efforts, i.e. the
penetration of Confucianism into Chinese society, led to the utilization of
Confucian chenwei by Emperor Guangwu, through the political tensions at the

beginning of the Later Han Period.

The Military Command Authority of the Tang Emperors in Relation to

the Jinwuwei Regiment of Imperial Guards

TaGasHIRA Kentaro

This article examines the characteristic features of the Jinwuwei 4x & i
Regiment, one of the Twelve Imperial Guards (Shi’erwei 1 ) units in
China’s Southern Command (Nanya i ffii) system from the viewpoint of its
relationship to the military command authority of the Tang Period Emperors.
The author’s findings are as follows.

First, the Jinwuwei was integrated into the emperor’s military command
and was the Imperial Guard unit that functioned to activate that authority. This
special character of the Jinwuwei stems from the “yuhou” BEf5 military sys-
tem of the Northern Dynasties and the Sui and Tang periods. Yuhou were the
units responsible for reconnaissance and sentry duty, as well as command and
leadership of forces in the field, supporting the authority of the high command
by implementing its military law. The author argues that the Jinwuwei was an
Imperial Guard unit acting in the role of yuhou under the command of the Tang
Emperors.

Secondly, the Jinwuwei, with the principle of yuhou at its core, was
originally formed based on the concepts underlying the nomadic military or-
ganization of Xianbei fi: 4, resembling the Mongolian pastoral bureaucracies

of yirtchi and bularghiicht, demonstrating, in the author’s view, one occur-

iii



rence of the nomadic elements which existed within the Sui and Tang Dynasty
bureaucracies.

Based on these findings, the author concludes that the military com-
mand authority of the Tang Emperors was intimately related to the Jinwuwei
in the capacity of a yuhou unit, which was mobilized in order to deploy the
whole Twelve Imperial Guards under the command of the Emperor. Moreover,
the workings of military command authority in general—for example in the
case of a special expeditionary force (hangjun 47 %) and regional military
governors (jiedushi fili J% i) —were similarly based on the yu/ou system with
its Xianbei nomadic character. From the above findings it is inferred that the
Twelve Imperial Guards including the Jinwuwei retained the character of

hangjun units under the Emperor’s military command.
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