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pansion of the commercial activities of the yahang in keeping pace with the
transformation of the commercial structure occurring during the last years of
the Ming Dynasty.

From his examination, the author concludes that in the gianshang (%%
F4; compulsory business for merchants) form of the maiban corvee, the com-
mercial guilds in charge of remittance merely paid the cost of the corvee,
while the yahang were responsible for collecting the actual materiel and deter-
mining its value. Through the reforms implemented during the Chongzhen 4%
il Era (1628—44), in addition to becoming nominally responsible for maiban,
the yahang also took over the provision of funds for the corvee in place of the
guilds. The background to such a development probably lay in the fact that as
the expansion of maiban operations stimulated commerce in general, the in-
volvement of the yahang in those operations helped them further develop
commercial organization and gain more economic power and influence. The
assumption of responsibility for maiban and operations for collecting the nec-
essary materiel by the yahang of Beijing indicates their institutional and eco-
nomic development compared to their counterparts in other regions of north-

ern China, who remained mere middlemen in designated marketplaces.

Literary Activities in Shanghai under Japanese Occupation: An Analysis of
the “Zhonghua Fukan” Feature in Zhonghua Ribao, 1942—1945

YAMAGUCHI Sanae

This article examines a literary column (“Zhonghua Fukan” H 35I| F)),
featured in the Wang Jingwei regime’s official newspaper, Zhonghua Ribao
3£ H ¥R, in an attempt to discover the kinds of literary activity conducted by
intellectuals involved with that regime, as well as to provide an overall picture
of the Shanghai literary scene under Japanese occupation.

Although a great deal of research already exists on the subject utilizing
the literary periodicals of the time, special features in newspapers dealing with
topics of literature and everyday life, which also provided a stage for the de-
velopment of versatile literary activities, have been left virtually unstudied. In

an attempt to fill this gap, the author of the present article focuses on how lit-

il



erary activities were covered in newspaper columns, particularly “Zhonghua
Fukan,” heretofore not taken up in the literary research, but rather generally
viewed merely as a platform for the promotion of Wang’s Peace Movement.
Moreover, the fact that the column appeared in the Wang regime’s offi-
cial newspaper is another reason why it has not received the attention it de-
serves from scholars of modern Chinese history, a choice stemming from a
superficial understanding of the feature’s character. To the contrary, by look-
ing at “Zhonghua Fukan’s” more distinctive pieces and analyzing their literary
direction and character, the author attempts to show how intellectuals close to
Wang’s regime carved a niche for themselves within the Shanghai literary
scene, as well as to depict the overall nature of the newspaper, which those

same intellectuals edited and published, and its literary column, in particular.
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