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ment of gianxiang and the levies which funded it. By grasping the nature of
how gianxiang was funded, the author identifies two categories among its fis-
cal sources, i.e. the stable and unstable sources. The author finally turns to the
manner in which the Ministry of Revenue, as a central government agency,
attempted to manage those sources, concluding that the collection of levies
for funding gianxiang and its appropriation during the She-An Rebellion
would have had to have full approval of the central government through all

phases from beginning to end.

Soup Kitchens in Beijing during the Late Qing Period
MuraTa Ryohei

This article examines the background to the government’s operation of
soup kitchens (zhouchang i) in Beijing in the late 19th century. During
that time, especially in Beijing, soup kitchens deemed important in providing
famine relief.

It has already been pointed out in the research to date that soup kitch-
ens in Beijing were frequently operated from the beginning of the 19th centu-
ry in response to such urban problems as transients and wealth discrepancies
between the rich and the poor. What seems to be lacking, however, is ascer-
taining the government’s overall logic regarding famine relief efforts and
analysis of individual cases based on long-term trends. That is why the pres-
ent article focuses on the case of soup kitchens temporarily operated during
the 9th year of the Guangxu Jiif# Era (1883), based on documents written by
Zhou Jiamei %M , then governor of Shuntian MK Prefecture, to examine
the process of the project.

Soup kitchens in Beijing during that time can be divided into three
types: government-operated regular and provisional facilities, and private
sector kitchens. Provisional kitchens would be set up near the gates of Beijing
and in its suburbs. Then from the Tongzhi [F]{f Era (1862—74) on, opening
provisional kitchens became more and more frequent, with kitchens operating
in both locations during the same year.

In 1883, Shuntian Prefecture did not follow the locational formula for



provisional soup kitchens, deciding rather to choose sites which did not over-
lap with existing ones. Moreover, the rule that provisional kitchens at the
gates be located at the Inner-City gates was expanded to include kitchens at
the Outer-City gates. The closure of the provisional facilities was implement-
ed first in the suburbs, then at the gates, indicating that the Shuntian Prefec-
ture government planned the operation of soup kitchens in and around Bei-
jing Castle in holistic, organic terms.

It was in this way that provisional soup kitchens were designed to serve
transients in the region rather than the resident population of the suburbs, in
response to changes occurring both in Qing Dynasty governance and social
conditions during the latter part of the 19th century.

European Piracy in the Western Indian Ocean and the Response
of the Mughal Government: An Analysis of the Negotiations between
the Mughal Government and the Dutch East India Company (c. 1690-1710)

Kato Shinsaku

From the 1690s onward, European pirates frequently plundered the
sailing ships of Mughal subjects in the Western Indian Ocean. In response to
such acts, the Mughal government demanded the European East India com-
panies at Surat to investigate and root out the pirates under threat of prohibit-
ing trade, which created a stalemate requiring the Mughal government and
the companies to negotiate a settlement. This article explores the negotiation
between the Mughal government and the Dutch East India Company (Verenig-
de Oostindische Compagnie, VOC), examining the following three aspects.

First, the author examines the respective roles played by the Mughal
court and its local authorities at Surat in response to the acts of piracy. The
governor of Surat took some measures against the piracy upon hearing the
news of it, and reported the measures to the court for the court’s approval.
When the court judged them inappropriate, it gave the governor instructions
about a proper course of action. The court kept in close contact with the local
authorities in order to take more effective measures, and played an important

role in the response to the acts of piracy.
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