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A Study on the Management of Local Military Expenditure of
the Late Ming Dynasty: Focusing on Qianxiang during the She-An Rebellion

Shr Jian

It was the Ming Dynasty’s military expense for the defense against the
Qing Dynasty in Northeast China, called liaoxiang 3%l , that largely deter-
mined the fiscal policy of the late Ming Dynasty, for any shortages that oc-
curred in the liaoxiang budget would have tremendous influence on the Ming
governance. In reality, not all /iaoxiang was spent on the northeast front, as a
portion of it was appropriated for as long as ten years to quell rebellions oc-
curring in the southwest, which must have had a significant impact on what
could be spent on the war against the Qing Dynasty.

The present article takes up the topic of gianxiang ¥l | the military
expense appropriated from liaoxiang for quelling the She-An %% Rebellion
raised by tusis 1 #] of Sichuan and Guizhou, in an attempt to explain its
character and better understand in what manner the Ming government deter-
mined regional priority in military expenditure, in the midst of growing dys-
functionality in fiscal management. Since such decision-making seems to
have been a unique feature of late Ming fiscal affairs, the author offers an
analysis of the circumstances surrounding gianxiang, i.e. its collection pro-
cess and size, its management by the Ministry of Revenue (Hubu J7 ), etc.,
offering a clue to the way in which fiscal affairs were handled during the late
Ming period.

The author begins with an overview of various types of the military
expenses which appear in late Ming historical sources, in order to ascertain
the scope of gianxiang. Next, after introducing the background to the She-An

Rebellion, he offers an analysis of circumstances surrounding the establish-



ment of gianxiang and the levies which funded it. By grasping the nature of
how gianxiang was funded, the author identifies two categories among its fis-
cal sources, i.e. the stable and unstable sources. The author finally turns to the
manner in which the Ministry of Revenue, as a central government agency,
attempted to manage those sources, concluding that the collection of levies
for funding gianxiang and its appropriation during the She-An Rebellion
would have had to have full approval of the central government through all

phases from beginning to end.

Soup Kitchens in Beijing during the Late Qing Period
MuraTa Ryohei

This article examines the background to the government’s operation of
soup kitchens (zhouchang i) in Beijing in the late 19th century. During
that time, especially in Beijing, soup kitchens deemed important in providing
famine relief.

It has already been pointed out in the research to date that soup kitch-
ens in Beijing were frequently operated from the beginning of the 19th centu-
ry in response to such urban problems as transients and wealth discrepancies
between the rich and the poor. What seems to be lacking, however, is ascer-
taining the government’s overall logic regarding famine relief efforts and
analysis of individual cases based on long-term trends. That is why the pres-
ent article focuses on the case of soup kitchens temporarily operated during
the 9th year of the Guangxu Jiif# Era (1883), based on documents written by
Zhou Jiamei %M , then governor of Shuntian MK Prefecture, to examine
the process of the project.

Soup kitchens in Beijing during that time can be divided into three
types: government-operated regular and provisional facilities, and private
sector kitchens. Provisional kitchens would be set up near the gates of Beijing
and in its suburbs. Then from the Tongzhi [F]{f Era (1862—74) on, opening
provisional kitchens became more and more frequent, with kitchens operating
in both locations during the same year.

In 1883, Shuntian Prefecture did not follow the locational formula for
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