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central government, as increasing intervention in the governance of Beijing
became one part of the Jiaqing Era reforms.

Despite such imperial efforts to strengthen social order in the capital
city, from the middle of the Jiaqing Era on, the poor and transient population
of Beijing began to increase, as shown by the rising outlays for the transient
shelters (giliusuo BEt it ) which the government operated, exceeding the
original funding. This crisis continued to plague Beijing’s citizenry.
Therefore, the private sector began distributing food actively with the
governmental support. Here we can see how the private sector supplemented
the often inadequate and delayed measures being taken by the government,
which in turn approved and actively supported these private efforts in order to

incorporate them into the city governance.

The Role of Western Staft in Qing China’s Legations:
Halliday Macartney and the Sino-French War

Thomas P. BARRETT

The Qing’s fledgling diplomatic system in the late 19th century was
supported both domestically and abroad by Westerners employed as
diplomatic staff in its legations and consulates; as auxiliary advisors primarily
outsourced from the Imperial Maritime Customs Service on an ad-hoc basis
by provincial governors; and by Robert Hart, Inspector General of the
Imperial Maritime Customs Service. However, scholars have yet to provide
an in-depth analysis of the role and significance of the Western staff in the
Qing’s legations and consulates.

In order to begin to clarify the role of such individuals, this paper
analyses the function of Halliday Macartney, a Scotsman who served as
Counsellor to the Qing Legation in London, in informal negotiations during
the Sino-French War which were overseen by his direct superior Zeng Jize,
the then incumbent Qing Minister to Britain and Russia.

Past studies have typically portrayed Zeng’s diplomacy as a
singlehanded effort, and have failed to recognise the contributions of

Macartney. This author demonstrates how, in the case of Zeng’s diplomacy

iii



during the Sino-French War, while ultimate accountability lay with Zeng,
Macartney was responsible for: (1) overseeing informal negotiations with
agents of the French government; (2) acting as go-between for the Qing
Legation with the British Foreign Office when attempting to elicit both
formal and informal British assistance; and (3) drawing up all treaty drafts
produced by the Qing London Legation in this period.

Moreover, this paper demonstrates how Macartney’s bicultural identity
and bicultural understanding benefited the Qing side in these negotiations. It
argues that Macartney’s social standing within European society, and the
concomitant personal networks it enabled, helped to initiate the informal
negotiations referred to above. It further demonstrates how Macartney’s
multilingual talents and familiarity with both traditional Chinese and
Westphalian systems of interstate relations enabled him, in a last-ditch
attempt at achieving rapprochement between the two parties, to clarify for the
French side the enigmatic demands of the Qing relating to a purely nominal
acceptance of the continuation of the ‘suzerain-dependency’ relationship
between China and Vietnam, after accepting French sovereignty over
Vietnam.

The author concludes that Zeng’s diplomacy ought to be interpreted in

light of these contributions by Macartney.

Some Problems of the Xitan zi ji (G&REZF5t) Shown by the Forms of Siddham
Letters: A Focus on the Letters of the Initial Long 7, Cha, and Dha

Hasumvoro Takako

The Siddham Script derives from the northern Indian script used from
the sixth through the tenth centuries. It was introduced to East Asia along
with Buddhism. Zhiguang, an eighth-century Chinese monk, wrote the highly
regarded Xitan zi ji (& Z5F, “An Explanation of Siddham Letters”) to
explain Siddham spelling and pronunciation. However, the forms of the
letters representing the initial long 7, cha, and dha in the Xitan zi ji are different
from those used in northern India. According to textual research on Siddham

learning in Tang China, the causes and background of the use of these three
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