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subject—these changes were made with due consideration given to the bells’
musical function. The true significance of these alterations is that they
indicate there was a change in the elements that comprise music, namely
rhythm, harmony, and melody; namely, they show that the role of the bell-
chimes in the musical performance as a whole had changed. We may surmise
that the musical sensibility of people during Song had changed in a way that
would have been unacceptable going back to pre-Qin times, and that this was

accompanied by a major change in the musical landscape of court music.

Poor Relief and the Problem of Transients in Late 17th—Early 18th Century
Beijing

MurakAaMI Masakazu

This article discusses changes occurred in the poor relief system and
the aggravation of the problem of transients during the the Jiaqing (3B ) and
Daoguang (3&5%) Eras (1796-1850) of the Qing Dynasty.

From the mid-17th to the early 18th century the government set up
facilities for the relief of the poor in Beijing, and in the private sector
philanthropists established three facilities for that purpose—namely,
Yuyingtang (5 ¥4%), Pujitang (55 4L, and Gongdelin (AR )—which
received support from the government to continue operating on a stable
footing. For example, as the name implies, the Yuyingtang did care for
homeless children, but also performed the important public service, lucihang
(FEZ&HT ), making the rounds of the city in oxcarts to collect corpses lying in
the streets and bury them.

In spite of such efforts, neither the government nor private facilities
were competent to continue long-term stable operations on their own. This
situation created a government-private sector relationship in early Qing
Beijing, involving the Qing court’s support for the above three facilities and
their management by private operators.

Governmental support also created an opportunity for governmental
intervention. It was in 1799, when Emperor Jiaqing assumed direct rule of the

Dynasty, that the above three facilities were subjected to inspections by the



central government, as increasing intervention in the governance of Beijing
became one part of the Jiaqing Era reforms.

Despite such imperial efforts to strengthen social order in the capital
city, from the middle of the Jiaqing Era on, the poor and transient population
of Beijing began to increase, as shown by the rising outlays for the transient
shelters (giliusuo BEt it ) which the government operated, exceeding the
original funding. This crisis continued to plague Beijing’s citizenry.
Therefore, the private sector began distributing food actively with the
governmental support. Here we can see how the private sector supplemented
the often inadequate and delayed measures being taken by the government,
which in turn approved and actively supported these private efforts in order to

incorporate them into the city governance.

The Role of Western Staft in Qing China’s Legations:
Halliday Macartney and the Sino-French War

Thomas P. BARRETT

The Qing’s fledgling diplomatic system in the late 19th century was
supported both domestically and abroad by Westerners employed as
diplomatic staff in its legations and consulates; as auxiliary advisors primarily
outsourced from the Imperial Maritime Customs Service on an ad-hoc basis
by provincial governors; and by Robert Hart, Inspector General of the
Imperial Maritime Customs Service. However, scholars have yet to provide
an in-depth analysis of the role and significance of the Western staff in the
Qing’s legations and consulates.

In order to begin to clarify the role of such individuals, this paper
analyses the function of Halliday Macartney, a Scotsman who served as
Counsellor to the Qing Legation in London, in informal negotiations during
the Sino-French War which were overseen by his direct superior Zeng Jize,
the then incumbent Qing Minister to Britain and Russia.

Past studies have typically portrayed Zeng’s diplomacy as a
singlehanded effort, and have failed to recognise the contributions of

Macartney. This author demonstrates how, in the case of Zeng’s diplomacy
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