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The Value of Admiral Matelieff’'s Writings For Studying the History of Southeast Asia, ¢.1600—1620
Peter Borschberg
(National University of Singapore)
This lecture examines the letters and memorials of Dutch Admiral Cornelis Matelieff de Jonge whose

recommendations arguably set the stage for the first Dutch Empire in Asia.

1. Introduction
Cornelis Matelieff de Jonge, or Cornelis Junior

Dutch presence in Southeast Asia

2. Matelieff's voyage to Asia, 1605-8
Commercial and military purposes
Attacks on Portuguese positions

Siam Embassy’s visit to Europe

3. Synopsis of Matelieff’s writings
Journael ende Verhael (Journal and Narrative)
Memorials

Letters (official & private)

4. Evaluating the documents
Period of transition VOC finding its feet, coping with hybrid identity

Proposals
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Asia’s polities

Agency of the rulers

5. Proposal
Monopolize supply of clove, nutmeg and mace and dump pepper

Found rendezvous or permanent base, appoint governor-general

6. VOC shifts attention South, the Sunda Strait

7. Diplomacy & International law

8. Working of Malay polities

9. 4 Johor princes

Agency of the Malay rulers

10. Batu Sawar, the Johor capital

11. What about Japan and the Japanese

Residence of 150 Japanese Muslims, Trade of silver from Japan

12. Concluding Thoughts
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1 Marini, P. Giovanni Filippo de: Historia et Rela-
tione del Tunchino e del Giappone con la vera
Relatione ancora d’altri Regni, Rome, 1665 4F
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Kampfer, Geschichte und Beschreibung von Japan (X 2)
Salmon, Modern History; Hedendaegsche Historie
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Kampfer, The history of Japan
Thunberg, Flora laponica
Braam-Houckgeest, Icones plantarum sponte Chind nascentium
Gould, The birds of Asia. (4 3)

3 Gould, J.: The birds of Asia, London, 1850-83 4F
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