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The Qing Dynasty’s Capital Defense Plan during the 1860s:
With a Tentative Study of Zhili Lianjun

NENAsHI Shintaro

There were two types of military force used to suppress rebellions during
the late Qing period: bing ({%), or regular troops consisting of the Green
Standard Army and the Eight Banners, and yong (5), or temporary volunteer
troops organized into Yongying (55 %), mainly under governors-general and
governors, in addition to tuanlian (##) units on the village level. In Zhili
(M%) Province during the outbreak of the White Lotus Rebellion of the
1860s, bing, yong and tuanlian forces were deployed together to quell the
insurrection, but the lack of discipline on the part of the bing-yong troops
during the operation merely added to the civil unrest caused by the Rebellion.
The Qing Court, in consideration of the effects of the worsening law and order
on the capital of Beijing, reorganized the Green Army at the hands of the
governor-general of Zhili in order to strengthen the government’s control,
thus leading to the formation of Zhili Lianjun (1A ).

However, after the outbreak of the Nian Rebellion led to the further
deterioration of law and order in Zhili Province, and as it became necessary
to reinforce Zhili Lianjun with Yongying, the Court designed a new capital
defense plan under which Yongying were deployed to limited areas, including
southern and coastal areas of Zhili, either far away from Beijing or at the
spot of the actual fighting, while Zhili Lianjun was stationed around Peking.

This new capital defense plan was partly based on the Court’s, especially
its Board of War’s (Bingbu J%iiB), suspicion of Yongying, which included
former rebels who had surrendered, and were thus deemed untrustworthy to

serve around the Capital. This suspicion was further deepened due to the fact



that Yongying also served as the governors-generals’ militia. As well, the
Board of War had intervened several times during the establishment of Zhili
Lianjun, owing to the concern over its close relationship with the governor-
general of Zhili. The author takes up the Board of War as an excellent example
of how the center’s attitudes toward the periphery began to change during the
late Qing period.

Nomadic Patterns of the Yekesabis from the Viewpoint of Pasture Conflict
Settlement: The Case of the Central-Right-Final Banner of Tiisiyetii
Qan Ayimay in Outer Mongolia during the Qing Period

Cholmongerel

This article carefully examines the settlement process of a series of
actual, large scale, historically influential disputes over pastureland between
commoners and the YekeSabis (vassals of the Great Living Buddha of Outer
Mongolia) which occurred within Tiisiyetii Qan Ayimay’s Central-Right-Final
Banner during the Qing period, in order to verify the actual nomadic conditions
of the Yekesabis during that time, using historical sources held by the National
Central Archives and the National Central Library of Mongolia. The author’s
findings are as follows.

Pastureland problems first came to the surface for the Yekesabis in a
dispute that occurred around the 24th year of the Daoguang iE )t Era (1844)
with a group of banner commoners, who intentionally brought out the fact
that there were some YekeSabis who had been residing in the banner since
the 10th year of the Jiaqing %%B# Era (1805) without being registered in the
Banner’s pastureland ledger, resulting in the removal of those Yekesabis.
Considering the fact that no pastureland was allocated to any Yekesabi at
that time, it is clear that the main purpose of the settlement was to force both
commoners and YekeSabis to peacefully coexist on the pastureland of the
ayimays and banners. Finally, under a new rule set up by the Grand Ministers
Superintendent of Kulun in the 4th year of the Tongzhi [F]i# Era (1865), all
otoys (the administrative unit of the Yekesabis) in the eastern two ayimays,

including those which had not been registered by any banner as of Jiaging
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