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of law and order by armed vigilance committees (tuanfang [HEi). Consequently,
although reforms in legal institutions were carried out from the top down by
the central government, public works at the local level still depended as before
on local self-government. In the case of Jiangnan in 1914-15, the importance
of the role played by the prefectural gentry in basic echelons of society at the
local level continued to be recognized, while the authorities—the prefectural
admin-istrators, who had taken on the role of the prefectural administrators
in Dynastic China (zhouxian guan MNWE&E ) —were crucial in the affairs of
local governance.

That being said, after the suspension of local autonomy, the Jiangnan
Water Control Bureau that was established in Suzhou (#JM) brought together
the prefectural gentry. Therefore, although the importance of provincial level
administrative offices did increase from that time on, the prefectural gentry

still continued to play a very important role in local governance.

Sexuality and Male-Male Sexual Relationships in the ‘Abbasid Period:
Through an Analysis of al-Jahiz’s Kitab Mufakhara al-Jawari

wa al-Ghilman
Tsun Daichi

While it is commonly known that sexual and love relations between
men in pre-modern society, including that of the ‘Abbasid Period, were wide-
spread, most of the historical research to date has regarded such relations as
synonymous with modern concepts of “homosexuality.” In addition, historians
tend to be of the opinion that what may be called the “essentialist” concept
of “Islamic homosexuality” has been embraced consistently regardless of time
or place, when trying to understand male-male sexual relationships of various
places and different periods.

In recent years more and more research is being done that reexamines
these conventional views. In particular, the research on the Ottoman Period
has begun to relocate male-male sexual relationships within the context of
sexuality as a whole. Unfortunately, the ‘Abbasid period has yet to be so

reconsidered, mainly due to a paucity of historical sources regarding sexuality
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during that time.

Given such circumstances, the present article is an attempt to show one
facet of sexuality at the time, through a consideration of male-male sexual
relationships in the ‘Abbasid period. For this purpose, the author conducts
an analysis of the discourse presented in the al-Jahiz’s Kitab Mufakhara al-
Jawari wa al-Ghilman (The Book of the Boasting Match between Girls and
Boys) which is almost the only historical material written dealing explicitly
with the subject of sexuality.

The analysis shows that there was a distinction between “adult males”
and “non adult-males,” including not only females but boys, adolescents and
so on, with respect to sexual relationships. Moreover, this distinction seems
to correspond to a distinction between active and passive roles in sexual
intercourse. The author concludes that sexual relationships at the time were
based not on modern binary sexual categories of male and female, but rather
on a different category fluctuating between “adult males” and “non adult-

males.”
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