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Imperial Bannerman of Daicing Gurun during the Chongde Era:
The Case of the Bordered Yellow Banner

IsoBE Atsushi

During the 4th month of Tiancong 8 (1636), Hong Taiji, successor of
the Jurchen dynasty of Aisin Gurun 4% (aka Later Jin Dynasty), was
enthroned as the founder/emperor of Daicing Gurun K% [E], which would
become China’s Qing Dynasty in 1644. On this occasion the era was changed
to Chongde 4%f#, marking an interesting epoch in the kingship exercised by
Hong Taiji. Up until 1636, Taizong had spent years consolidating his power
by divesting the Banner (giisa Jift) princes, and by pursuing a policy of
centralization based on institutions modeled after those of the Ming Dynasty.

The Bordered Yellow (kubuhe Sanggiyan $21%) and Plain Yellow (gulu
suwayan 1E#) Banners, which were directly commanded by Taizong were
reorganized during the last years of the Tiancong Era and formed his power
base during the transition years of Chongde. Among these two the Bordered
Yellow Banner had substantially been newly created by Taizong, presumably
for the purpose of recruiting bannermen formerly under the command of the
prince of the Plain Blue (gulu lamun 1E#:) Banner and putting under the
direct command of Taizong. Although this kind of activity should not be
overlooked when discussing the imperial authority exercised by Taizong, there
has been little research done to date on the Bordered Yellow Banner.

The present article is an attempt to provide more details on the subject
by examining the Bordered Yellow Banner’s large scale reorganization in terms
of Taizong’s true intentions and the way in which its members were deployed

within the Daicing Gurun regime.
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