grains besides rice, indicating 1) difficulty in procuring a sufficient amount
of rice of the latter year round and 2) related elements of seasonality and so
cial stratification in grain consumption.

The author concludes that for the residents of central China during the
Song period, dry field crops played a role in supplementing insufficient
supplies of rice and were, consequently, indispensable to the maintenance of

everyday life.

The Political Process in the Erection of Manchukuo’s

“Ancestor Temple of the Sun Goddess”
Hicucur Hidemi

The present article discusses the erection in July 1940 of the “National
Temple of the Sun Goddess,” dedicated to Amaterasu Okami K K#, in
order to discover its contribution to the psychological integration of the new
state’s citizenry.

Some research already exists on the process of the Temple’s erection and
its significance, which emphasizes such points as since the Temple was erected
to worship the Sun Goddess, it was for all intents and purposes merely an
attempt to import Japan’s state Shinto religion into Manchukuo. The discussion
then turns to the extent to which Japan was determined to “religiously infil-
trate” Manchuria.

The author argues on the contrary that the fact of the Temple being erected
as a national place of religious worship makes it necessary to raise the question
of to what extent it furthered the spiritual integration of the new nation. Man-
chukuo being a state created almost overnight by the Japanese Guandong
Army, it was divided with the memory of political events and trends of the
previous Three-Provincial Government regime. Another point is how did
Manchukuo intend to deal with the state’s multi-ethnic population. Therefore,
a plan for psychological integration by raising national identity and conscious-
ness must have been an important issue for stabilizing the governance of the
new state.

It is in this vein that the author reexamines the process of erecting the
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Temple and its significance, while asking the questions 1) why a national
temple worshipping Japan’s Sun Goddess would be deemed appropriate in the
light of ethnic cooperation being cited as the original rationale for state for-
mation, 2) how much success did the Temple have in national psychological
integration, and 3) if unsuccessful, what was its significance in terms of
church and state issues.

The Temple was erected for two reasons. The first stemmed from attempts
by the imperial court’s interests in Manchukuo to strengthen the imperial
authority of Puyi, and the second from attempts by Japanese bureaucrats in
the Manchukuo government to gain a greater say in political affairs vis-a-vis
the Guandong Army. These two civil-political forces were interested in subor-
dinating the Army to the authority of the Emperor of Manchukuo and limiting
its level of intervention in the state’s political process, by turning the spirit
of Japan’s deep military allegiance to the emperor against the Army in making
the Sun Goddess, the founding ancestor of Japan’s imperial family, also the
founder and guardian spirit of Manchukuo.

From his analysis of the political backdrop on which the Temple was erected,
the author concludes that the event made no significant contribution to the
psychological integration of the Manchukuo nation. The Temple, which was
where Puyi placed the sacred mirror which he brought from Japan as the
symbol of his imperial authority, was, nevertheless, unable to play the role

as Manchukuo’s equivalent of Japan’s Ise Shrine.

The Kingdom of the Toquz Tatar during the 10th and 11th Centuries
Bar Yudong

The Toquz Tatar (“Nine Tatars”) was a nomadic federation of nine tribes
which occupied the Mongolian plateau’s central region during the 10th and
11th centuries, but little is known to date about their history or that of the
Mongolian plateau in general during that time. This is one reason why the
Yenisei Riverbank inscriptions written in the ancient Turkic-Runic Script are
such important historical sources.

While the term Toquz Tatar appears in E59 of the Yenisei inscriptions on
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