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Tax Reform and the Transformation of Monetary Institutions
during the Three Kingdoms Period: The Case of the Wei

Kakmuma Yohei

This article investigates the background against which confidence was lost
in Han coins (hangian #4%), which had theretofore served as the state-issued
currency and its means of settlement, after the changes which occurred in the
mixed coin-gold-cloth Qin-Han monetary system during the last days of the
Late Han Dynasty. The author agrees with the research to date that hemp and
silk cloth production during the Qin-Han Periods tended to rise steadily,
although he disagrees that such a conclusion can be reached based exclusively
on sources related to female weavers (niizhi Z#k, fuzhi 1) , which cannot
be proven to be fully indicative of the real situation during those times. Not
only was the actual production process of cloth not limited to female weavers,
but the information we have about that group by no means demonstrates the
way in which production actually expanded.

Given such doubts, the author examines sources related to the system by
which cloth was delivered to the state and the quantitative amount of cloth
production in order to prove that production did in fact increase during the
Qin-Han Periods, but not necessary due to the productivity of female weavers,
and suggests that at the end of the Late Han Period a transformation took
place in the system of taxation from remittance of property and head taxes
in coins to land- and household-based in kind taxes in cloth. Despite the fact
that coins had now fallen from favor as the main means of settlement, they
came back into use during the reign of second Wei emperor Caorui & %1
(226-239) . The reason for the revival, other than the obvious precious value

of copper, lay not in their necessity in the affairs of governing, but rather

they were preferred by the people over cloth and grain as a means of exchan
ge in the private sector.

In sum, what happened therefore was a substantial transformation from a
Qin-Han monetary system consisting of state-issued coins functioning as the
official means of settlement and exchange together with an auxiliary private
sector-produced currency in cloth to a Three Dynasties system in which state-
issued coins remained the means of exchange, while private sector-produced

cloth became the official means of settlement.

Ming Dynasty Foreign Policy and Its Suzerain-Vassal Relationship
with Ayutthaya:The Deployment of Siamese Troops in the
Wangli Korean Campaign

Kivura Kanako

It has been the conventional opinion of historians studying with both China
and Siam that although Ayutthaya, being a kingdom of Southeast Asia lying
outside the Chinese linguistic and Confucian ideological sphere, had, nevertheless,
been designated as a Vassal of the Ming, the relationship was different from
the political order involving the Suzerain-Vassal relationships of East Asia.
1t is said that Ayutthaya became a vassal is because the Ming Dynasty limited
foreign trade to the countries which they vassalized. However, a passage in
Ming Shilu Bi52§% describing how the Siamese ambassador offered the Ming
Dynasty to deploy troops in the campaign to defeat Toyotomi Hideyoshi’s
invasion of Korea would seem to cast doubt on the conventional wisdom,
While this incident has drawn attention from siam historians as one achieve-
ment of Naresuan, the liberator of Ayutthaya from Burma, it has not yet to
be studied from the viewpoint of Chinese history. The aim of this article is
to investigate the events surrounding the promise to deploy Siamese troops
in the Wangli J7 /& Korean Campaign, in order to clarify political relations
between Ayutthaya and the Ming Dynasty at that time.

To begin with, the author shows that 1) the assertion that it was Naresuan
who suggested the deployment is untenable and 2 ) the offer was not a

spontaneous response on the part of the Siamese, but rather part of a plan
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