each family's political views. Aristocrats tended to take the trou-
ble to have their corpses transferred to their xiang-li, while bu-
reaucratic families showed a tendency to choose locations around

their dwellings near the capital.

From Filial Sons to Faithful Wives: The Change in Jing Biao
and the Evaluation of the Fidelity During the Yuan Period

by Sakar Keiko

The Ming-Qing period has been said by many scholars to be a
time when literati authors wrote biographies of faithful wives
(#i%) who did not remarry after their husbands’ deaths and
heroic martyrs who committed suicide or were killed in order to
preserve their chastity. These actions are also said to have had a
close relation to the awarding of government honors for virtuous
behavior—jing biao §E3*. However, according to recent studies,
those biographies had already begun to proliferate during the
Yuan period.

Before that time, during the Tang-Song period, the great
majority of those who received jing biao were filial sons (#¥);
then during the Ming period, faithful wives and heroic martyrs
came to occupy‘the overwhelming majority of the recipients.
During the Yuan period, although the majority of the recipients
were still filial sons, the number of faithful wives and heroic
martyrs were on the increase. Also at the same time, regulations
regarding jing biao were changed by the government, whichdecided
to remove from consideration filial children who bled their thighs
to provide medicine for sick parents and institute an age qualifi-
cation for faithful wife candidates.

Compared with the Song-Jin period, the stoppage of the civil
service examination during the Yuan period reduced the number
officials entering the government and made it more difficult to
obtain special privileges. Under such difficult circumstances, jing
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biao came to attract attention as a means to acquire such privi-
leges; however, it became more and more difficult for filial sons
to acquire the honor, as more emphasis was placed on faithful
wives, resulting in a sharp increase in applications on behalf of
the latter group. On the other hand, the Dynasty’s age limitations
on faithful wives resulted in jing biao being limited to widows
of rich and powerful families.

Consequently, the increase in biographies of faithful wives and
heroic martyrs during the Yuan period should be considered as
reflecting the simultaneous tendency for jing biao candidates to
be limited to members of the wealthy classes, who had the where-
withal to pay someone to write their biographies.

Qing Government Policy Dealing with High Copper Cash Value
in Jiangnan During the Early Qianlong Era

by Uepa Hiroyuki

At the end of Yongzheng era (early 1730s), the Qing government
issued about 500,000 strings of copper cash in Jiangnan to eliminate
the private minting of money, but ended up causing a high demand
for copper cash there by changing the preference for the means
of exchange from silver to copper cash among local residents.
The risen copper cash also dealt a severe blow to the livelihood
of workers whose salaries were paid in silver, forcing the Jiangsu
and Zhejiang provincial governments to issue more copper cash
in order to drive down the silver-copper exchange rate.

At the same time, both governments attempted to profit from
the minting and issue of the coins by selling them to local residents
at a higher silver-copper exchange rate than official. However,
they were ordered by the central government to use the copper
cash they minted to pay military salaries. The Zhejiang govern-
ment stopped selling the coins it began minting in 1740, and
together with Jiangsu, which started minting in 1741, complied
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