Supplementary Notes on the Ho Chung
Arrangements in the Sung China
by Yasushi Kusano

The ‘ho chung &1& was a kind of farming arrangement under which
the landlord and the tenant contributed their shares in plowdrawing oxen,
seed, food to eat till the harvest and farming imlements, and split between
them the crop according to their respective contributions. This type of
arrangements must have been quite widespread as they were known under
many other names such as ‘pan chung ¥-f&’, ‘fen chung 53f&, ‘fen ch‘u
S8, fen show SV, ‘fen tsu Z3FR°, ‘fen t'ien 4yH’, etc. These appella-
tions imply that, under this kind of arrangements, the first three of the
four phases of farming work, namely the winter and spring plowing, the
sowing (planting included in the case of wet rice), the weeding (fertilizing,
irrigation) and the harvesting, were done under the cooperation of the
landlord and the tenant. The crop was divided by the two parties, both
personally present, either in threshed grain on the threshing floor, or in
standing crop in the field with the lots delineated to be harvested by which

party. Under such arrangements, rent arrearages simply could not happen.

The Bordered Red Banner Archives
and Other Historical Sources on the Eight Banners
from the Yung-cheng Period
by Yoshio Hosova

Jokoki To, Yosei Cho EillEts ZEIF#A (The Bordered Red Banner
Archives, Yung-cheng Period), published by The Seminar on Manchu
History, Toyo Bunko, March, 1972, contains the text of the earliest 54
Manchu documents among more than 2,400, which cover a period of more
than two-hundred years between 1723 and 1925. Most of the documents
are memorials to the throne (wesimburengge), to which imperial decrees
(hese) are added. Each item, often comprising several documents, is kept in
an envelope which bears the date, a Chinese character from the Thousand
Character Essay corresponding to a particular year and a number to indicate
the sequence within that year, and a very brief summary of the contents.

The documents may be divided by their contents into four categories:
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inheritance of the posts of arrow commander (nirui janggin); inheritance
of hereditary titles ; appointment of officials ; and records of administrative
affairs.

It is no accident that no documents from the K’ang-hsi or earlier reigns
are found in the Bordered Red Banner Archives. Until Yung-cheng came
to the throne, the banner commanders (gasa be kadalara amban), who
had no office buildings of their own, used to attend to their duties at their
private homes, and consequently their papers were often lost; in the reign
of Yung-cheng, archives from the times previous to 1690’s were no longer
available for consultation. To improve the situation, Yung-cheng ordered a
series of reforms, including official cataloging and preservation of the banner
archives, prescription of set forms, stamping of the official seals of banner
commanders, and others, with a view to preventing such illegal practices
as rewriting older documents showing antecedents. The Bordered Red
Banner Archives, Yung-cheng Period is the best indication of what were
done for preservation of documents under Yung-cheng and of how the
imperial power began at that time to penetrate the hitherto immune social

structure of the Eight Banners.
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