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Study of Works on Plants for Famine Relief in Ming Period

by Motonosuke AMANO

The Ming period was remarkable for frequent natural disasters.
There is record of about 1,011 instances of crop-failure in 276 years. To
cope with the food situation, Ming people made a vast range of researches
on plants, of which about ten works were published.

The author studies these works and the various editions of them. In
particular, he mentions Chiu-huang pén-ts‘ao HGZAE by Chu Su i and
Yeh-ts‘ai po-lu B53E1E4E by Pao Shan figl;. The former refers to 414 kinds
of plants with illustrations and explains their growing districts, shapes,
edible portions, tastes and cookery. The latter describes 435 kinds of
plants and their properties and cookery, also with illustrations.

Chang Hsiieh-ch‘éng’s Idea of Chinese Historiography

by Atsushi TAKADA

Chang Hsiieh-ch'éng =3 (1738-1801) was a scholar in the reign of
Ch'ien-lung-ti ;%% and is famous for his peculiar idea of Chinese histo-
riography. The author makes reference to one of his representative
works Wén shih tung-i XX ¥®3%. In this work, Chang tried to explain the
Confucian Classics, the I-ching 5%, Shu-ching Eig, Shih-ching Tk, Li-chi
A58, Chun-chiu ZHFFK, and Yieh-ching %4%, as annals, whereas they had so
far been considered to be books of political philosophy. However, he did
not regard them simply as descriptions of historical facts, but as the
records of government carried out by ideal wise politicians of ancient
China.

The author follows Chang’s theory on the above mentioned Chinese
Classics and studies the Yian-tao-pien [RiE%E and Yian-hsieh-pien [R5,
two chapters of the book. He then refers to the attitude of a Chinese
scholar under the reign of a foreign dynasty.



