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These 12,000 men have four captains, each of whom is in command of 3000; and each body of 3000
takes a turn of three days and niglts to guard the palace, where they also take their meals. After the
expiration of three days and nights they are relieved by another 3000, who mount guard for the same
space of time, and then another body takes its turn, so that there are always 3000 on guard. Thus it
- goes until the whole 12,000, who are styled (as I said) Keshican, have been on duty; and then the tour
begins again, and so runs on from year’s end to year's end. (Yule, Marco Polo, I, 366)
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Son ar e était, & sa mort, de 139 mille hommes. Il en dona & Toului 101 m'Ue, divisés-en trois corps, le ceutre (coul), V'aile droite
?:Bonu -car), et Iaile mpzcwm Qngo:a-o:_.u Le cenir: n’ élait composé que de mille hommes, qui i formaient la garde de Tchinguiz-lhan ;
.&a& son gropre 3‘33‘:& commandé par le noyan Tehagan, né tangoule, dont il avait pris soin depu’s I'dge de 13 ans, et qu'il appelait
son cingiéme fils, T'chagan éla’t en méme temps capitaine e Ly Dpremiére-compaqnie de celte Qa&@.. Les aulres cenleniers étuient attachés
par des emplois aus quatre grands ordous,ou cours des quatre {mpdratrices, fommes de Tchinghiz-kban. ot ils remplissaient les fonctions
d’intendants de Ia tuble, A'écuyers, etc. Ce régiment était tenu aux mémes prostations, en chevaux de relais, en provisions de bouche,
te., que lcs antres de F:.E éo. Luile 328 Jorte de 38 mille hommes, étuit commandéz par le noyan Bourgoudji, de Ia tribu Erlate ;- il
avuit son propre 3%3@5 L'aile Q&:aa? de 62 mille hommes, obéissaif & Moucouli, e kv tribu Tcbélaire. (D'Ohsson, Histoire des
Mongols. II, 3—4) . : ’ o
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Now you must know that the Great Kaan hath set apart 12,000 of bis men who are distinguished by the name of Keskican, as I
have told you before; und on cach of these 12,000 Barons he bestows thirteen changes of raiment, which are all different from one
another; I mean that in one set the 1%0L0 arc ull «f one colour; the vext 12,000 of another colour, and 80 on ; so that they are
of thirteen different colours. These robes are garnished with g-ms and peatels and other precious things in a very rich and costly
manner. Aud along with each ¢f th+sc changes of raiment, i.e. 13 times in the year, he bestows on each of those 12,000 Barons a %:m
golden girdle of gieat richness and vdue, and likewise ¢ pair of boots of Camut, that is to say of Boryal, curiously wrought with
silver thread ; insomuch that whn they are cluthed in these dresses every man of them looks like ¢ king! And there is an established
order as to which dress is to be worn a* each of these thirteen feusts .The Emperor himself also has his thirteen suits corresponding

{o those Q. his Burons; in colour, I mean (thuogh his are grander, richer, and costler), so that Le is always arrayed in the same
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colour as his Barors, who'are, as it were, his comrades. And you may 'see that all this costs an amount which it is scarcely possible to
caloulate, Now I have told you of the thirteen changes of raiment received fcom the prince by those 12,003 Barons, amounting

in all to 156,000 suits of so great cost and value, to say nothing of tho girdles and the boots which are also worth a great sum
of mouey. All this the Great Lord hath ordeved, that ho may .attach the moro of grandeur and dignity to his festivals. (Yale,

Marco Polo, I, 380—1) ;
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