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INTRODUCTION

Research into the miscellaneous series of reports and records of the 
Chinese Maritime Customs (CMC) listed in this article constitutes a 
new approach toward the study of the custom service, which this article 
categorizes as “second-generation studies.” Besides research into the 
miscellaneous series of reports and records, second-generation studies 
also include letters, diaries, reminiscences, interviews, and the biog-
raphies written by family members and relatives, to allow scholars to 
piece together valuable ethnographic records of their social lives, travels, 
hobbies, and career activities while in China. Many customs officials 
continued to maintain their involvement with China even after their re-
tirement from the service through their involvement in academia. They 
became crucial in the pioneering of new fields, such as comparative cul-
tural history.

After the 2010’s, there are a series of publication on the custom his-
tory. They focused either institutional history of custom administration 
or personal history of custom workers by using diaries, letters, memoirs, 
and photographs. We can call these works as a second generation of cus-
tom studies. They are:
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There are three main roles in the second generation studies. Firstly, 
new study will re-examine the historical background of so-called Open 
Port System which has been characterized as the result of the pressure 
by foreign powers. Here in this paper, newly classified groups of open 
ports are listed in the Table 1.

Secondly, new study will re-examine the works by the first genera-
tion on the CMC which has been focused on trade reports and trade sta-
tistics. Here Table 2 shows the historical transformation of method of 
collection of tax and ways of arranging statistics in the custom’s report 
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from each custom’s Commissioner to Robert Hart, the Inspector-General 
(IG) of Customs at Peking. Table 2 also shows major historical changes 
of the method to make statistics in all customs under the same standard. 

Thirdly, new study will unveil varieties of custom publications with 
direct and indirect relations with custom works (Table 3). 

In general, CMC documents are grouped into seven series altogether 
and there are also various individual publications. Seven series are as 
follows:

I.  Statistical Series (Trade Returns, Trade Reports, Decennial Re-
ports, etc.) (See Table 2)

II.  Special Series (Specialist works on specific topics) (from II to 
VII, See Table 3)

III. Miscellaneous Series (Explanations about merchandise, etc.)
IV. Service Series (Service lists, details of duties, etc.)
V. Office Series (CMC business as a whole)
VI. Inspectorate Series (Circulars issued by the IG and others)
VII. Postal Series

Among these series of publication, we can find varieties of socio-
economic, socio-cultural, and personnel documents and reports beyond 
formal custom reports and trade statistics. Through letters and diaries, 
we can also find individual life of custom workers before and after their 
work in the customs. 

The following Tables 1 and 2 are arranged by author and Table 3 is 
assessed by author from various published lists during 1858–1940 from 
CMC. The Japanese version of these lists is contained in: Hamashita 
Takeshi, Chπgoku kindai keizaishi kenkyπ: Shinmatsu kaikan zaisei to 
kaikΩjΩ shijΩken 中国近代経済史研究: 清末海関財政と開港場市場圏 (Eco-
nomic history of modern China: Maritime customs finance and open 
port market zones in late Ch’ing China), Tokyo: TΩkyΩ Daigaku TΩyΩ 
Bunka Kenkyπjo 東京大学東洋文化研究所, 1989, pp. 188–189, 221, 643–
669.
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