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PREFACE

The present book contains a critical edition of one of the most important catalogues
of endowments in Iran, compiled and published as a lithograph print more than hun-
dred years ago. This catalogue was a major effort to register, and thus lay claim to,
the numerous properties belonging to the shrine of Imam Riza in Mashhad. Known
also as the Holy Threshold, 4stan-i Quds-i Razavi, the burial place of the eighth
Shi’i Imam remains the most prominent site of pilgrimage in Iran. Looking back,
this book represents in many ways a turning point in the history of the shrine and
its administration. It signals the rise of the Astan-i Quds to become one of the most
important independent organizations of modern Iran, culturally, economically, as
well as politically.

We began working on Athdr al-Razaviva a long way back in 2001. At that
time we were both placed at the West Asian History Department of Kyoto Uni-
versity, MORIKAWA Tomoko as a graduate student and Christoph WERNER as
a post-doc research fellow supported by the Kyoto University Foundation. At the
beginning, this was a limited research and reading project, but the idea of preparing
a critical edition of this fascinating source became more concrete during a research
stay by MORIKAWA Tomoko at the University of Bamberg in 2002, funded by the
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD). The text and its contents proved to
be more difficult than expected and the preparation of a definite text extremely time
consuming. Entering the documents of Athar al-Razaviya into a modest database
proved useful, and independently we worked on various aspects of the history of the
Astan-i Quds in Mashhad.' Without the constant help, support and gentle pressure
exercised by Professor MIURA Toru, Director of the West Asian Studies Group of
the Toyo Bunko, himself a leading specialist of vagfstudies, this edition would never
have seen the light. We are very grateful for his offer to publish Athar al-Razaviya
in the series of the Toyo Bunko Research Library. For continuous advice and en-
couragement we express our heartfelt thanks to Emad al-Din Sheykh al-Hokamaee
in Tehran. We equally owe debts to younger colleagues in the field who invested
valuable time and energy in this project, notably Dr. SUGIYAMA Masaki and Dr.
ABE Naofumi.

In the end, the present edition is a compromise, even after all these years.
We do not claim to have resolved all remaining editorial problems and challenges,
and we are well aware that this edition is only the first step towards a more pro-
found analysis and historical interpretation of Athar al-Razaviya. Nevertheless, it is
a beginning and hopefully will prove useful for anybody working on the history of

See the bibliography for details, in particular Morikawa (1997), Werner (2009) and
(2015).
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Khurasan, Mashhad and the development of the Astan-i Quds and its holdings, in
addition to providing remarkable insights into aspects of vagf, religious practice in
Shi’ism, landholding and administrative affairs.

MORIKAWA Tomoko and Christoph WERNER
January 2017



