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CHAPTER I 

The Hu Arrows arnJ Stone .. Arrow-Heads among the 
Ancient Manchurian_ Peoples . 

It is. of certairi historical interest to know that various peoples who 
. inhab:ited Manchuria in olden times, all bel<;m.ging to the Tunguse race 

and alike backw_ard in civilization, are noticed in Chinese chronicles of · 
successive periods for their use of arrowS of the hu ** tree fitted with 
stone arroW-heads, which: were their chief weapon in war and chase. 

Of the I-lou :t/! ;I: tribe in· the age of the Tllree Kingdoms, the 
Wei.:.chih ~;'G;- gives us this. information: '' Their bow is four feet long 
and ha.s the strength of a crossbow. Their arrow is made of the 
hy,, measures a foot and eight inches, and is furnished with an 
arrow-head of blue._ stone. They are the same people as the Su­
shen tribe of ancient times. The;y: are skill~d in snooting: If they 
shoot a man, every. shaft will go home. They dip their arrows in. 
poisoti; · every man hit. by them must perish.n ~ i:3-~ f211 R., 1J :tm ~.' * ffl 
:t!, ~R..i\-f,w:fi:m·•· t;;t.#,f'l:!1§;·5:ziJ-tg. wM~ MA~A- 161-!F:.Jjfg~. A 
r:f:i ~ JE.1

) In the next · dynastic history, the Ohin-shu if ff, the same 
people appears und~r the name of Su-shen, ''I-Iou," ·being given as their 
alternat:fve name· and there we read of them : " They use shih-nu (stone 
arrow-heads) ~nd\1rm6ur of- skin and bone. Their ·bow -of tan wood 
measures three feet' and five inches, and their arrow of the hu one_:foot 
e\ght." ·ff ;fi ~' El. 'ffl' z l:j:t._ ffl i:3 .=: R.. li -14, if"l!i -!x. :&: R.. ff ~-2

) In the epoch of 
the Southern and Northern Dynasties, it _is the Wu"'.chi -i1 E who are 

1) Wei-chih, chap. 30. 
2) Ghin-shu, chap. 97. 
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described by the Wei-shu ~ I= as : " They are. good archers and 1mn­

ters. · Their bow is three feet, and their arrow one foot and two inches 

long, with a· stone arrow-head. . . During the seventh and eighth months, 

every year, they prepare a poison to apply tq their arrow-heads. "\Vhen 

they shoot .beasts. and birds, whatever the. arrow hits is killed instantly. 

Let the poison boil, and the deadly gas will kill a man ... In the 12th 

year of 'Pai-ho ;tc ;f;I~ (A. D. 488), the Wu-chi sent once more a mission 

to the Metropolis, with a tribute of. hit arrows and other native pro­

ducts." ilf ~tat. i3 :R ~ R, fiJ :RR..:: -t, ~ 15 ~it-··· ·1it'-t A J=J, ~ ~ ~- {11 

mfi:W~M$5~, $:M-11~- 1{t~, ~~~t~~&:A-····*fn+=~, ?JJE"qjfi~, 
:wt tci -!k. "jj %1 15~ Ji{ ~rfi1) • Besides,· we find in the Dynastic Annals in the 

same history,. and in the Ts' e-fu-yuan~kuei flfrJt-J Jc~, freguent ·-~ei1tfo1i -

of similar tributes of hu arrows. with shih-n11 (stone· arrow~heads) as 

having been presented by the same people.2
) During the Sui to the 

T'ang period, there were the Mo-ho ~ ~, of whom the 8ui-shu ~ ii 
remarks: "From the Fu-nieh ~ ¥:!e [one of the seven clans of the tribe] 

eastward, all of them use arrows with stone arrow-1:ieads; for they are 

the people identical· with the Su-shen of antiquity. . . Shooting .. and 

hunting is a general occupation with them. Their. horn bow·· is three 

feet long, and their arrow one foot two. During the seventh and eighth 

months, every year, they prepare a poison to· dip. their arrows in, and 

when they shoot birds and beasts with them, every hit brings instan­

taneous death." gi j9H~ tlJR, * ~ 7Ei ~~' gp tnl ti ~-tfL.· · .. A~ Mai :m ~­
fiJ ? * ~ R, %fi ~ R. ff·~ -t. ~ .I;J. -t /\ J=J ~ ~ ffi, w -!k J;J. M ~ f:}(, $ ::M- Jt 
JE.3

) The Ghiu-eang-shu fi m • says of them that "their weapons were 

horn bows and hu arrows ; " ~ tt, ~ fiJ i3 11 ** *4
) and the Hsin-t' ang­

shu, ~ n1!f 1f that ." their arrow, fitted with a stone arrowhead, wa.'s one 

foot and two inches long, no doubt the survival of, the hu and riu ~ 

(stone arrow-head) type [of the Su-shen]." ~ -!k. 7Ei wbt, :R .=: -t. ~ t-i ~ ~ 
~-

5
) Again, the Kiia-ti-chih :M :l:tfL'6, compiled by T'ai-tsung's X * son 

1) T-Vei-shu, chap; 100. 
2) Chap. 969. 

3) Sui-sliu, chap. 81. 
4) Chap. 199. 
5) Chap. 219 .. 
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Wei-Wang- T'ai §l ::E ~ and others in the early years of the T'ang 
dynasty has: "The Mo-ho ar.e the .same people as the Su-shen of old . 
. . . . They are good archers. Their bow is four feet long, .and [as strong] 
as a cross bow, their arrow is made of the hu. . It measures a foot and 
eight inches, and is furnished with an arrow-head of blue stone ; " 

~ !! ffl, 1i mH'ti-1:!2-·· -~M- 0:R lm R, tm ~,. !fi:. m **' :&:-R A-f, w7Ei~ . . . . ' . \" . . 

~i.1
> This ·w~ perceive to be ,nothing but the . .old We,i-chih passage on 

the I-lou tribe, repeated verbatim to apply to the conte1nporary Manchurian 
people. At the time of Emperor H9.iian.,tsung. 1r * of the same_ dynasty, 
ari an1:1otator of the Shih-chi Ee., ~c,. while c?mlilenting' on the " arrow of ' 
the Su-shen '' in the I(_ung:..tzu-shih-chia tL-r iJt ~ of the history,2> gives 
this quotation .fron:i a. separate account of the peorle, entitled Su-~hen 
kuo-chi m¥i' ·b)t ~ 1'12. . · " The Su.:.shen have their h~me to the northeast of 

I ;• • • ' •• • 

the. country of the Fu-yii ~ ~' at a distance of about sixty days' journey.· 
Their . b~w is fom 'teet . long, and. tough and strong [as ? J a cross-.bow, 
having µ range of four hundred paces}'3) This is fo,llowed by the an­
notator's own. view:· "What is now the Mei-chia J;t jt} tribe4

) has certainly 
this arrow." #rr •ti, ;tt: :f;lft ;a: :;k: it m * ;/b M [PI ?J 1' + E f.r. ~ i3 [111 R, 5.i WJ, 
L~ilJ ~' M U11 .Ef zv. ~ ;t. ~ ift·ffl, 1i~ lf:t *· 

Finally, it is the Nii-chfo_ fr.: J}it tribes of the· Liao period that are 
connected with the use of that primitive arrow. The Kao-li-shih ~-~ 
~- in its chapter Hsien-tsv.,ng~shih-chia ~ * ift ~ bears witness to the fact 
tl?,at a tribute of four armed boats and 117, 600 hu arrows was presented. 
to. the Liao court by Man ti OU. ~ [ffi and other chieftains of the Eastern 
_Nfr;.chen, in the 21st year of Hsien-tsung' (i. e. the 10th year of 'T'ai­

p'ing ic 2¥- of Sheng-tsung ~ * of the Liao dynasty; A., D. 1030) ; that 
another. presentation of 9 ?'orses, 3 armed boats, and 58,600 hu arrows 
was :received from another group of chieftains, Su-wu-kai ~ i7J_]f and 

1) One of the remnant passage ofthe Kiia-ti-chih ffl j:fu flS\ quoted in the Shih-chi-
cheng-i 11!. ~a IE ~ (Shih-chi, chap. 2, the Annals of Hsia JO . 

2) Shih-chi, chap. 47. 
3) More will be said toward the close of Chapter III about the Su.-shen-kuo-chi and 

this qudtation, which is perhaps defective. 
4) Obviously a variation of Mo-ho ~ flt,, which is the r~gular transcription of the 

tribe name. 
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otli
0
er~1 ?f ~ht3 sa1r1~" trib~, _ in the same :y~~r_; and t~1at still an?~~ier 

contribution of horses, iron armour, and -hu, arrows was made by Mu- · 
shih-a-ku. ~ _re M it and other Eastern N u-cMn chieftains, alsp in the 

---same-year .1> 

As for. the nature of the hii tree, the material' for the arrow in 
question, we· can also draw some information about it from Chinese 
literature: In the first place, Hsu SHEN's ~ 'lit Shuo~wen-:chieh-tzu·'fit. 5( 

1W ~, that early lexicon of the Later Han age, defines the character/iii 
t! as the name of a ''tree"; The T'ang. annotator of the Hon-han­
shu, ~~~, CHANG-HUA.I T'AI-TZU ~·~:t:r, says: "Nowadays in the 
distriC';_t of Liao-tso -~ 1r. [i ... e., Liao-:-ttingl there are found · hu trees. 

They look like the c1iing :ifU [thorri]; and their lea:ve's like those of an elm 

~-" ~ ~ 1r. /f-f t'ti *' W(tm *!J,~ :f{ri -fru«-t11..2> The Sheng-ching-t'ung-chih ~ 
J.l{ ffli Jrs; (edited in 1736) bei11.g a geographical account of Manchuria, men.:. 
tions this article among the products of the region, saying: ".The 'liii, 
also called chih-wei-chi1ig * ~ ,,1 [pheasant~ tail thorn], is red-coloured, and 
fit for makin.g arrows. What tradition: calls · hu arrows of the Su-shen 

were made of th1s~" f'ti-45~1~:if!J, f!.%, g=i~ig.· iH:~Jl•hit.a:t!*, 13P 

~-
3
) Again the Ch'ing author YEN Jo-CHU ~,~~--tells us· that Oi1ce 

he enquired of a man from Ninguta ~ 1;_ ~ as to the topography of his 

locality, and that the answer was inpart: "Six hundred li away to 

the southwest [of NingutaJ lie the Qhang-pai-shan mo11ntains. On the 

p_orth of their peaks .as well as in the Hei-sung-lin_ [the forests of black 
pines], one finds everywhere hv., trees. One may gather them to make 

arrows, for they are hard and straight, and not influenced by dampness 

or dryn~ss." *-f 1t{*1;~3t~~,~:1t:Jt±, ~-···rfflm¾~a M,_S:&:S Jlj. 

w ~ z· ~t, '1k ~ r¾ #, ~ ~ ;t-* *' "i:iT J& lJJ.,~ *· i{" ~ ffi:i 1[, ~ ~ r* ~1_ J5Jr ~.4
> 

This seems to indicate that the plant was quite common in Manchuria, 

1) Kal)-li-'shih, chap. 5. 
2) Ho1i~han-shu, chap. 100. 
3) Chap. 27. 
4) l3ha.ng-.shu-ku-wen-su-cheng (Explana,tio.ns and Evidences relating to. the Ancient 

Text of the Shu-ch_ing), chap. 5, b. 
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growing more abunda·nt1y in ·the thick-wooded mountains of the Ohang­

pai range. 

Not that, however, it was peculiar to the Manchurian soil ; it, was 

also_ seen growing in China proper, and from very early times too. · For 

we meet in the 'Pa-ya * ~ of the Shih-ching ~ r~ a song containing 

these lines: "Look at the foot of the. Hafi Hill, How abundant ~row 

the hazel ~ and the Hu t-i" llt 1If df,-11, :f¾ ti ffef ~-; while the Yu,.kung 

1% JUi of the Shang-shu flu:;: n:ientions among the tributes from the 

province of Ching ~U 1+1, "chun ffi and lu ~ bamboos and hu **·" 
Then the. Shan;.i,ai-ching Ill¥-~ f~ takes this notice of the m_ountain. of 

Shang-shen 1: $ : " In its upper region, there is no vegetation, but only 

nuri:ierous huge rocks; in the lower, one finds hazel and hu in. abmidance." 

±1$ ;t W, J:: ~ ~ *' mj ~ li~ :E, r ~ ;ff f;Vl In the age of the Three 

Kingdoms, .Lrn CHI ~ ~-- under the Wu :!Jt dynasty,. comments· on the 

above Shih-ching · song, saying : " The._ hu resembles • c)iing J!J [thorn] 

in form, is red~colour'ed, and its stem looks like a shih ~ p.ivining rod: 

The inh~bitants. of Shang~tang J:: ll [i. e., th_e southern part of Chi_-ning­

taQ a$ ill, Shan-hsi] weave it _into wicker boxes and also make hair-: 

pins o'?-t of it by bending it. Therefore, if a man of Shang~tang ~should 

ask_ a woman ·in joke whether she would buy ochre, she would an~wer _ 

that beneath the oven _there was some yellow earth ready for her use ; 

if he would ask her whether she would buy a hairpin, she would say 

that the mountains offered her their hu," ·. t-i ~ M 1W. :ffli nu~' ,m 1W. ~- J: 

~ A ~ J;J. m 4 '8 i~; 3t f* J;J. m ~; i&t- i: it A ~ rr:1i fJrri A, Wx }l ft~. EI U-r I§ . 
~ jri ±; Fr:1i ff~~' EI UJ i:p El 7r:i" t!,2

l In modern times, the Shang-hsi-t 'ung-

ch·ih Ill iffl mi~, revised in 1892, makes this remark: "According to·the 

former edition,3l .. the hu is a ·product of Lu-an ii :/i:."4l· · Perhaps_ the 

southern part of Chi-ning-tao ~ ~ ~, corresponding to Shang-tang J:. lt 

1. Shan-hai-ching, • chap. 2. 
2. Liu Chi, Mao-shih-tsao-mii-niao-shou-chung~yii-su =§ ~ 11[. * ,I~ A it!, wit (Expla­

nations of the Fauna and Flora of 111ao Shih =§ ~), chap. I. (J{u-ching-chieh-hui-lwn ii 
t~ ffl. ;$; Iii, vol. 15). · 
. ·3_ Chap. 100, Feng-t'u-chi. :oo, .± lei b .. '. 

4. Lru MEI ~J m, Shan-hsi-t'ung-chih Ill i1§ ~ ~. edited in the 2Jst year of ICang~ 
hsi (A. D. 1682) 
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of old, still yields the same plant. It will be well to :notice here- how E. 
BRETSOHNEIDER, in his scholarly work B0tanicon Sinicum, sums up the 
resuJts of his observati\m of the mentions of the object occurring in 
classics. "That is all we know from the ancierit authors regarding the 
hu tree," says he. '' Although -LEGGE calls it the arrow-thorn, Chiness 

_ authors do not say that 'it has thorns. It seems that this tree or shrub 
is still known under its ancient name in China. We find the hn 
mentioned in the Shanc.si-t' v,ng-chi as 'growing in Lu-an fu.'m I canno.t. 
but wish. his laborious study had been consun~.m.ated by assignirig 
to· tbe plant its botanical· form. As I am riiyself a stranger to botany, 
I can only look forward to some siwant or scientist for more precise· 
}udg1nent. 

'Neither. does it seem probable. that these Manchurian tribes were· 
unique in employirig the h·u as material for their arrows. The 'Eastern 
Chin author Kuo P'o ~~ ~, making a note on the hu mentioned in the 
Shaii-hai-chhny, says: "The hu tree may be made into arrows," ti* J:iJ" 
JJ. i\t fri2i, and we have. · some reas·on to believe that this was said frorri 

· experience obtained at hon:ie in China proper. For the Ohan-ku,o-ts'6 
~~:fit· relat(?s a story -about what happened when the prince of Chao, 
Hsiang-tzf1 ~ * r, wenl to inspect the fortified city of Chin-yang :wf· IW; 
(modern Tai-yuan, Chi;,~1_ing-tao, Shan'.-hsi W Tz!i ~if~~ A rnr) inhis own 
domair~; He smnmons his officer Chang Meng-t'an, and says: "Our citadel 
is perfectly strengthened : .the arsenals are sufficiently replete, and the 
granaries well-filled;. but what about the want of arrows''?". Chang 

·answers: "I am told that in the days when Tung-tzu, was governor 
of Chin-yang, the •official edifices there were all hedged around with 
rushes, hao ~' hii and ch'u ,m. · The hu trees now sfand there to a 
height of :inore than 10 feet. You rpay order tliern to be gathered.and 
made use of." When they were taken and tried, they proved U:nsurpassed 
in strength and toughness. even by chun and. lu bambobs.; 'The lord 
declared, "N~)W -vve hav~ sufficient arrows!" {{ ~-~ Wi s,· ~ :!7£ ~~ ± 7E, 

1. E. BRETSCHNEIDER, Botanic-on Sinicum, (Shanghai, 1892), part II, The Botany' of 
the Chinese Classics, p. 377. · 

2. Shcm-ha·i-cking-kuang-chu, chap. 2. 
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Jf.HlL@. flj, ~ )I{ Jt *' ~ * * ,fµJ • ~ iii: ~ 8, gi ~, jf r Z. rt -ff ~ -!ft, ~ B" Z 
:rn:, -w t1- ~, jt, ti, ~ ~ z. ~ ti, ;}t: ~ ~ 3t t~, ~-~ rro m z. i~ ¾, ~ rro i~ 
Z, ~ IUlU ~ i% z WJ ~ rrn ~-lli,. ;g- 8, * Jt ~-1

) Further evidence may be 

pointed out where the T'ang annotator YEN SHIH-KU ~ grp ti· explains 

. "the i:trrows of the .Su-sben" mentioned in. the Ohien-han-shu, as 

'·' The character sounds like hit, 'l'ti. The tree may make the shaft of an 

arrow.· Nowadays all over the district from Pin rtffi2l northward, one inay 

find it thus utilized. The people there call the tree hu-tzu," ~ 'l'tia * 
* :J:! ;mm~- ~ ~ W- ~t -Mr ffl z. ± fa! 11¥ ~ * ~ t~ r ·lli,.3) . The specified 

region is a .certain northern section of the present province of Shen-hsi 

W~ iffl, and so we may assume that the hu arrow was in common use 

there as late as the T'ang period, iri which the commentator was writing. 

Now we may turn to notice the arrow-head termed nu ~, which 

is mentioned together ·with the hu arrow. The character makes its first 

appearance in the Yu-kung of the Shang-shu., in a passage [relating to 

the Provinces of Ching JU and Liang ~, (the former roughly corres"' 

ponding to the present Hu-nan and Hu-pei, and the latter to the present 

S.heri.-hsi and Sst1-ch'uan Provinces) and it is explained by .the Shuo­

wen rot 3t as: "Nu is a kind of stone· out of which may be made 

arrow-heads." -g., :ftAJ'J;J..~*lWi:1f. This "stone", however, may be 

interpreted in various ways. For witness, the Chin author CHA'NG Orru 

1¥.; ~, in his Hua-yang-kiw-chih ~ ~ iI ~,.in the passage about T'ai-teng 

Hsien iE ~ Ji%, Yueh-sui Prefecture, ~ ~ JB, says : " In the mountains 

is found nu-shih -g. :ft [nu stone].· This may be turned into iron by 

biirning, when it becomes hard and keei-i. The Yu-kung shows that 

the tribute due from this district was n;u, and it must have meant this 

very thing." LU ~ ~ 1:1, '.k. ~ ~ ffl, lffiU f!J. 1~ ffel Wix~ ~' ¾ -fft.4
l In: this case 

there can be small doubt that the 11,u-shih signified iron ore, and pro-

1) Chan-kuo-iBe, chap. 6, a. 
2) In the 1st year of Wu-te it ~ of Kao-tsu ~ @i of the T.'ang dynasty, (A. D. 618) 

what had been the prefecture of Hsin-p'ing ~ .If5- under the Sui dynasty was re-established 
as the province of Pin-chou Wlfil 1'1'1, to be renamed as Pin 7J13 in the 13th year of K'ai­
yifon Im 5G of Hsiian-tsung ¼ * ( A. D. 725'. 

3) Han-shu, chap. 27, Wu-hang-chih. 
4) Collated edition by LrAo Yrn ~·~; 19th year of Chia-ching ~· ]l! (A. D. 1814). 

chap. 3. 
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bably this was also th'e idea of that ancient· lexicographer. The 'same 
evidence is repeated; in the T'ang period, by Lr Cin-Fu's $ E m Yilan-
110-chiln-hsien-t'u-chih- JG fl:i IB JrlJf. IIJ·I5', ·in this par2graph on, Tai-teng Hsien 
~ _:>&} ~, Sui Prefecture ~ 1-1'1 : "Tieh~shih Sha:n [Iron-ore Hill] stands 
35 li east of the country town. It yields nu-shih, which may be burned 
into iron; a kind exceedingly hard and penetrating." it::r5 rJ..I; tE JrlJf. JR_.=: 
+ 1i.. J!. rJ..I "ff ~ :fi, Y( ~ m ~' ~ w.m fU.1> The locality referred to, by the 
way,. was within the present limits of Mien-ning--hsien ~ $ Wvf., Ohieri­
ch'ang-Tao ~ ~ ~; in the ]?rovince: of Ssu-ch'uan. Again; the Chin 
poet Tso Hsu ii:,~,, in his·" Song of· the Metrropolis of Shu" :';j f~ ~ 
enumerates among the products of the country around" pi~, nu~' md1ig::. 
hsiao c fij (pi being emerald, and mang-hsiao copper_ sulphate or sodium 
sulphate) ; and this is commented upon by the T'ang author Lru LIANG 
tU ~ as: "The emerald .comes forth from Wu-hui Hsien of Yueh-sui 
Prefecture; nu may be· made into arrow-heads,· and it is noticeable that 
the Yil-kung p~ssage on the province· or Lia:ng ·says 'its tribute is· nu-­
shi.' As for the 1nang hsiao, it is produced from· K'ang-yang Shan; in Shu 
Prefecture." ~ :;r5 -~ ~ ~ tB fWt. ft !Wf.. ~ EI 1'1== fi.i ~, ~ ffel ~ fM, lffrx. ffet ~ :fi '. ~ 
i~ lB Ju IB !Ii~~ rJ..I.2i It is not improbable that. in these cases,. includir1g the 
Yu-kung,, the term nu or nu-shih was intended for -irori ore, as raw 
material for manufacturing iron arrow-heads. But, it is nevertheless 
true that the character nn at times signified a stone arrow-head, the 
use of which the Chinese ther.hselves must have outgrown before they 
began to have written bistory. Thus, in the Later Han period, Yrnd 
SHAO ~-BJ] defines it as : "Nu is an• arrow-head;" ~ iii -tg3

> while in 
the Three Kingdoms days, WEI SHAO :'&t fig under the Wu dynasty 
notes: "Nn is an arrow-head, made of stone," ¥r ~ 'i:!2, .PJ 1i ~ z.4

) 

When the. Later Hari . annotator of the Lil-shih Ch'un-ch'iii § .B:; ~ 
fx,;; Kao Yu ~ ~ explains the phrase " shih shih " * 1i (arrow and 
stone) in the Kuei-chih-lun -Jt @I~ as being, equivalent to " shafts and 

1. Chap. 32. . 
2. Wen-hsuan :X: ~. annotated by six literati, chap. 4. (The Ssv..-pu-tsiing-k'an il9 $ 

jfi frJ series). 
:3. Han-shu, chap. 27, notes on "\Vu-hang-chih. 
4. Kuo-yu, chap. 5, notes on Lu-yti, B. 
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shih-n:u ~-'¥. (stone -arrow-heads)",1
> we must recognize the same notion 

as. being entertained of the tenb.-in questitm. 

It need. hardly be emphasized that the nu which those Manchurian 
peoples; I-Jou, Wu-chi, Mo-ho, etc., are said to have used and also sent 
as _tribute to. the Micldle Kingdom, must have been stone arrow-beads. 
Sufficient proof of this fact lies irr those passages already quoted from 
the histoi'ies of tliose peoples. We have read of the I-lou, '' Their arrow 
is made of. the hu, measures a foot and eight . inches, and is furnished 
with an arrow-head of blue stmie '.';2

> of the Wu,.chi, "Their arrow js 
one foot !:1,nd two inches, with a.stone arrow~head ;"3>. and of the Mo-ho, . . ' . . ' ' .-

" From tbe Fu-'nieh e_astward, · all of· them use arrows fitted ·with stone 
. arrow-:l1eads."4> 

. The OM,n-shu tells us, moreover, where<the Su-:shen, or th~ I;.ou; 
obtaj'.ned the raw 1riaterial for their stone arrow-beads: "To the north­
east of their _country, there is_ some rnountain which yields a stone so 
hard_ as to pe_trntrate iron: Before going to co~lect it, they :6r.st pray to 
gods." % ~ Jilt ~t ~ UJ, W ~' jl: fU A ~-. 00:· J&. ±, ~- :7t ffiliJ$~5> As it seems 
probable that the tribe bad their home in the present district of Ninguta,6

> · 

-we niay 1;eaBonably refer, regardirig the, Pl'.O,dliction of the stone, to the 
lower basin of the:Hurkha Riverfljj ~ ~M, or the basin of the Sungari 
River below · the d.istrict ·of San-l1sit1g 3 t.t. In -thE~ Ming . period, .· the 
yiel<?, of- a stone of similar description is ~ttributed fo tb'e mouth of 
the Amut River·~ ii iI; w her1 the Liatx~tung-chih ~ * ;t-, in its article 
on the Sheng Nii-chen ~ ::k ~ (wild Nu~chen) tribe says: · "At the 
estuary of th~ river is f~uncl a stone called mti-hua-shih * 1~ :E' [petrified 
wood].n It is ~ard and penetrating enough to be made into arrow-heads, 

l) Lu-shih Ch'un~ch'iu, chap. 23. · 
2) Wei-chih, loc. cit. 
3) rYe•i-1,hu, loc. cit. 
4) . Pl!i-shih & Sui-shu, loc. cit. 
5) Chin-shu, chap. 97. 
6) See the'author's " The _Chinese ExjJeditinris to 1'i1ltriCl~u1''ia under the Wei Dyna1Jty' 

(Memoirs of the Research Departmei1t of the Toyo Bunko, no. 4, 1929) 
7) The Enlarged Edition of the Ch'tng-wen~chien :l:f:1 ID" m 3t. ~. chap. 2, Section of 

Geographical Subjects :ti!! J!ti ?JJ, No. 6, has this passage: "Mu-pien-shih * ~ 'E' Lpetrifi.ed 
wood], An-we-ho lriiJ-iti: ffl-'AA nnJ-1\=Ji ;" for .the latter term, see next note but one. 
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and so is prized by the natives iI l=l "7M :fi, 45 *1t :fi, ~ flj, "i:iJ ~ -!kit ± 
A~ z.1

) Then the Ta-rning-i-tnri;g-chih * aJ.J ~ iivE ;=t~; of the same 

dynastic period, while mentioning the shih-nii :fi ~ among the products 

of the Ni.i.-cheil's cotintry, remarks, "It [the stone] is produced from 

the mnuth of the Hei-lung-cbiar.ig, and is termed 'shiii 7k [? mi,, 

*J -hua-sllih 1t :fi' [petrified wood]; it is so bard and piercing as 

to go into iron, and therefore fit for making arrow-heads. When the 

natives are going to collect it,2
> first they pray to gods." ~ Ji iI l=l lli, 

:ti· 7k [? *] ~ :ft; ~ flj A ffl,. J:iJ f~ -!k ~- ± A-~ J& Z; ~' :$\:; rtifi· ffi$~3
l We are 

- not very _ certain that this was the same kind of ·stone that th.e ancient 

I-lou used to make their arrow-beads. At any rate, it seems· true 

that the borders of the Sung-bua-chiang River yielded a peculiar 

stone of fossil nature, since. Wu OHEN-cH'EN ~ Mr€ !;1, of the early Ch'ing 

period, writes : "The Hun-t'ung-chia~g [i. e: Sung-bua-chiangJ pro­

duces shih-nu. · As tradition goes, some pine resin which entered .. the 

water, bas _been so turned by the lapse of a thousand years., It has a 

grain resembling that of wood, is ~a:rk blue, and . surpasses iron in 

hardness. The natives use it to sharpen their blades with, calling it 

Ang·-wei-ho4>. This is to be identified with the historic tribute of the 

Su~shen, of hu arid shih-nu/' iI DI fqJ iI] It' lli :ft '¥,. ffi ,ft., t¾ El? A 7k =f ~ 
JW 1t- ~ tt 3:llf, 1m * if ; ~ ~ 13, ~ iifil r ffl. ± A ffi .I;'- ?iX ?!].,, ~ J.\£ ~ }$. im/f,. ~p 
1i )M ·!}l'. ~ Ji)i· ~ ti-!k :::S ~ J½-lft.5l ·: Another author of the sam.e period, YEN 

Y AO,.cHu 11m ~ ~, remarks on the same subject.:· "I' inquired of a visitor 

from Ninguta as · to· ·.the topography of his lan~, and this was his answer : 

.--One thousand li east of his country flows the Hun t'ung-chiang, on 

whose banks· grow elms and pines. Their bran:ches, when dead and dry, 

1) Chap. 9. 
2) The portion of the text from "the natives'' on-~ards is traceable to the Sil•shen­

chuan of the C'hin-shn. 
3) Chap. 89. 

4) .Ang-wei-ho ;ffJ Ii& '!F!F was transcribed from the Manchurian word "nnwehe ", which 
signifies Schleifstein !grindstone). (Gabelentz, Mandschu-Deutschen Worterbuch) 

5) Wu Or:rEN-cH'EN ~ ;£~ C!, Nirig-ku-ta-chih-liao ~ 1, ~ *v. ~. (C'hao-ta.'i-ts'iing-sliu 
DB f\ fi 1t, Book VII chap. 28). A very similar account on the subject is to be found 
in 'WANG Sarn-CHEN's .:E. ± m~ Ch'ih-pei~ou-ta.ri, tfil ~t f~ ~)¼, cha,ps. 22 and 26. It appears 
that the stone was shown to Wang by Wu's father, Wu Chao-ch'ien :!,I!. J~ ~. who had 
brought it homfl as they returned from their exile i~ Ninguta. 
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may drop into the water, and be tossed about in the waves for no one 

knows how many ages, until at last they turn ~nto stone. This may be 

taken and used to make arrow-heads. The kind turned from elm js 

the best, and that from pine stands next." ~ ~~ ~ ti j;lf 31t :M-- fiU * JJl ±, 
~' JR :t: ;_.::p l!, A ii IWJ iJ:. u ~ ~ ~ ffl,. t1 m. tt ~ #i, m Au, ~ rt fl J5Ji· 

~ 11, ~ ~A ,j!f:'11:fJ !¥, {t ~ 15, m * tJ- ~ fir fj. • ffi< {t iLI:, t~ ::fcz_.1
) It is 

curious, however, to read the followir1g passage of the L1:u,.pien-chi­

liao tPP~mEmi; by another contemporary writer, YANG.PIN m~, which 

is remarkable for his confounding of the-.shih-"nu-'--'-with-the-hv;-t;r;ee . .---:--~-­

" The hii tree is three to four inches long ; may be black, yellow or 

whitish ih colour; and has some graiIL Being neither iro~1. nor stone, 

it can scratch iron, 
1 

and always breaks through stone. The inhabitants 

of the place obtaii1 it mostly from the Hu-~rh,.ho River. ; Traditi01i says 

that the arrows of· the Su-shen were manufactured of this rnaterial. 

Lovers of curios keep it as a treasure, so much so that it is not to be liad 

for 'less than one tou (bushel) of. corn, or a pi · (long piece) of cloth. 

The hu arrows have been brought as tribute to the ·Middle Kingdom 

about five tirries, from tqe days of the Su-shen dow~wards; and they 

have . been regular . weapon of. the Wu-chi and Shih-i ~ :'eyt tribes. 

There have been in' literature references to hu arrows ** -!x., shih-tS'lb ::r=i 

Ii [stone arrowheads], and hu-nu ** ¥i; and the hiRtories of successive 

periods have spent endless discourse· upon 1hese terms. . In my own 

vjew, however, the· hu is the only 'reality, there existing n'o such things 

as tsu·, or nu." fl * ~ .=: [111 -t; 13 ~ ~ Jit, ~ 1~ S; 7F=T 3t 3:.fil. 1F ~ ~[=qj, AJ" 

J;X iu ffi, rrff ff!: Ml 'jj} ::fi. ,@- A ~ 1~ z re Jr. * ji:if. ffl 11i, JW,f 'lj; ~ -!x., JJ-.. Jl:t ·:m· z. 
fff ~ ~, PfM. z ~' ~F4 ~ J£ ;;-fp 1' riJ tt. ti -!x., ~ i1i 'lj ~ ili: 4--, fl Ii ffi1- J:f:t ~ ; m 
~' -~ it Z 1~, ~ ~ .til ~*ff. ~ El tij-!x., ~ F-1 ~ !!Jj, ~ f1 l'* ~; ~ 1tfl: 1t. 
~ Z ~I,,... 4· ~ J5JrJl!. i1!t* JF, 1.~ ~ PJT ~.iYAdiij. ¥i -LJ1,.2) The author, equipped 

with more or less knowledge. of that partici1lar stone usable as material 

for arrow-peads, ventuaed to falsify the interpretation of the hn tree, of 

whose real nature he was utterly ignorant. 

I. Sha,ng-shu-ku-Jren-s-u-cheng, chap. 5, B. 
2. Chao-tai-ts'ung-.s/w,, Book IX, chap. 20. 
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CHAPTER II 

The Su-shen People 1n Chinese Classics 

The I-lou. tribe noticed in the Three Kingdom Age as the users .. of 
arrows made of h:u wood ~nd fitted with stone arrowheads were the in­
babita~1ts. of the Hu-erh-ho basin, having their tribal centre in the 
modern, district of Ninguta. It was not until this period that the Chinese 
began to know of· that region,. no doubt as an outcome of the Chin:ese 
expedition which traversed it, under the command of the Governor of 
~su.an-t'u 1r ~ Prefecture, Wang Chi ::E Jrn, giving a finishing touch 
to the Y{ei conquest of the Kao:-chu-li which the Magistrate of Yu~cbou 
I~ 1'1'1 Provir~ce, Kuan.;chiu Chien. -/IJ: E: {AA-, had commenced. For this 
reason_ this people and their country received a coniparatively detailed 
descriptiot1 in the dynastic history, Wei~chih, that is, in the pa:dicular 
section kr~own as I-lou-chuari, in the cbapter devoted to the eastern -w)ld . 

. . 

tribes in generaL 1l 

It is remarkable, however, thaf an antique people by the nan1e of 
Su-sher1 fs still. more celebrated in ·history in connection with hu arrows, 
which they are said to have brought as tribute to the Middle Kingdom 
in Pre,.Qh 'in times. This celebrity had its source. in the following story 
.told by the Lu-yil ~ ~- of the Kuo-yil; ~-~: 

"Once while Ghung-ni [Confucius] was ir1 Oh'en, it happened 
that a flock of hawks were found lying dead in the courtyard of 
the Ch'en prince's palace. They had in them hu arrows, with Stone 
arrow-heads, each measuring one foot and eight inches. The Duke. 
Hui of Ch'en bade his mell" carry the birds to Confucius' residence 
and ask his opinioi1· about it. Confucius replied, ' These birds are 
come from afar; the arrows are of the Su-shen. In the early times, 
when Wu Wang [of the Chou Dyna~ty] had conquered the Shan~ 
Empire, he opened passages to the barbaric tribes on all sides, and 
made them come and each present its own local product, that 

1) See the 'author's "The Chinese Expeditions to }rfanchur·ia, uhder the We-i Dyhasty ' (op. cit.) 
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it might not forget its proper industry. Now the Su-shen's tribute 
consisted in hu arrows with stone arrow-head~, which measu;·ed one 
foot eight. The king desireq. that they should be held up as a sign 
of the far-reaching influence of his royal virtues, and preserved as 
an example to all posterity. Therefore he ordered the kua fi!i 
[feathered portion of the shaft] of the arrows to be. ·inscribed with 
the words: "Arrows presented by the Su-shen people." · Some of 
those arrows he bestowed· oh. his daughter, marrying her to Hu 
Ktmg of Wu, and appointing him to the principality of Ch'en. In 
thoseearly days, it was the custom for a kinsman of the king to 
receive a share of his treasures, as a mark of the family connect1cm; 

· while a non-kindred prince was allowed to partake ·of what was 
brought as tribute by. far-off peoples, because it :Votild serve as a 
reminder of his own allegiance to the sovereign .. Hence the king 
awarded Ch'en a portion. of the Su-shen's tribute. If my lord will 
now have· his . officials search his old storehouses, they -may find 
those ancient arrows.' -Search was made accordingly, and the objects ' . 

. were discovered . in a gold chest, just as. predicted by the sage/' -
{if:! rn ;tE ~~, 1lf if[~~~~ z 1€ nu JE. *l * Jt z, 75 ~, ;It :R R 1lf ffl. ~ 
~ :l- {j! A, tJ- if[ tm {i:fl ffi:Z j'g, rR, z. {if:! lb El, if[ z * -tg ~ ~; .tEt •·[jt .a; z *-t!!• · ir·~x~~, ~nt~·JL ~ -i§"~, ~~t,t;Itt; ~* ~, 1'1!-.re~.M 
~- :ab~ mfi ·/:!)l; .8(; ~ tfi! *' :fi ~' ~ :R ,R :n ffl. 1s ±. We ff§ ::J:l>t ffi .:L 1k ~ 
-tg, t,t ffe ~ A, 'ft ik ~ ~- itt ~ ~ ** s * ·jj .8(; z ffet *· t,t :5t id&, @E ~ 
M 0 iTIJ ~ ffi ~- . t{~ 5t fm tt J;U~ ~' wk ~ ii!. ; i' Jrdi ~ ~, 1i Z ~ ~, 
~ #re Ys-Hfz-lft. itt 5t ~ tl- •tJ .8(; z ~- ~ * 1l 1lf ~ :1t ffi tit ltf, ~ AJ 1l 111. 
1t i, 1f .± ~ 11, RJ:1 z.1

> 

The same anecdote is repeated in the Biography of Confucius fL T 
iH: ~ in the shih-chi,2) in the L:tu HsIANG's JU~ Shuo:.yuan wt fif~i, and 
also in the Wu-hang-chih · 1£ IT ;0· of the Han-shu. 4

> It is to be doubted 
whether the Kuo-yu, as now surviving,. which must have contributed 
materials t~ the Shih-chi, was identical with that Kuo-yu which.' the 

1) Kuo-yu, chap. 5, .Lu-yu b. 
2) Chap. 47. 
3) - Chap. 18. 
4) Han-shu, chap; 27. 
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·f~1ther of Chin~se history says in h1s autobiography ·(in. the preface to 

the Shih-ehi) was wr1tten. ~y· Tso CH'IU-MING ti. E. ll}! during the C~'un­
·ch'iu epoch,· but it IS at ariy rate certain that the ~tory of the Su-shen 

arrows occurs for- the first ti1he in 'the Kno-yil, while it is uridiscover­
able anywhere else in pre-Ch'in literature. The later historiographers, 

being· very fa1~ilar with this story, were naturally inclined to connect 
their cohteinporary users and presenters of ·hu arrows with the classic 

Su-sheu. Thus the Wei--chih declares of the I-lou-, '' They are the same 
people · as the Su-shei1 of old ;" and. the S1ii-shu states of the Mo-ho 
that ''they· are id-entical with the Su-shen of old;" while the Chiu­

t' ang-shu pronour1ces the arrow of the Mo-ho to 'be the sU:rvival of the 

old hu and nu type of the Su-shen." · Since the I-lou in the age of the 

Three Kingdoms and the Mo-ho. in the Sui and T'ang periods were 

known to be using hu arrows with stone arrowhead~, they were simply 
associated with the classic· S'u.:.shen, who, as the tradition·said, brought 

like arrows to the Chou Emperor Wu-wang, and this led to the inevit­
able assumption that the I-Ion in one case, and the Mo-ho in the 

other, were the continuation of the ancient Su-she1.i themselves. 

How did the classic Su-shen figure in the eyes of the very early Chi­
nese?_ Their riame occurs in the Annals of the Five Emperors in the 
Shih-ch,i, in the passage on the Emperor Shun ~ 1

' where it is related 
. how, in consequence of the· consolidation of pe~ce and order in China 
through yus ~- patient endeavqurs, barbaric.neighbours all around came 

to offer · tribute, according to their particular industries, the list of their 

names being Chiao-chih ~fut· and Pei-hu ~t? from the south ; the Hsi­

jung ~ 9ft, Ch'ai-chih tf-f tt, Ch'u'.'shou ~M, Ti .ff:, and Chiang ~ from 

the west; Shan-jung llI ~, Pei-fa ~t ~, and Hsi-shen ,.1~1-'~ from the 

north; and. the Chang-i :&: ~, .. and Tao-i fib~ from the east.2
) Similar 

details- are given in the Wu-ti-te 1i.*ffi• of the Ta-tai-l·i-chi :fe..~Jill!o 
• • #' 

. as from the mouth · of Confucius, commenting on · the reign of the 

1) ShU,-chi, chap. 1. 
2) The text of the Wu-ti-pen-chi is impaired by a considerable number of errors, 

such as pointed out and rectified by the T'ang scholar Ssu-M.A CHEN ffi Ji© t{. This state­
ment has been based on his emendation. (Ssu-M.A OREN'S 8hih-chi-su-yin li!.. We.* Ill). 
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Emperor Shun in reply to his disciple:Tsai""wo's * ~- question.1
) · In both 

cases above,. the ·name of the tribe is spelt .~,'Di,. no doubt a transcrip:. 

tion . from the same original as of the Su-shen JM 'l:!i. This identity 

indeed is thus noticed by the Later Han scholar OH.ENG HsuAN jp -:k: 

'' Th:e Hsi-shen ,@, t,, otherwise Su-shen, are. a barbaric tribe in the 

no.rtheast ;'' ,1:l t, ],ic ~~ L JM 'l:!i, JR ::ft ~ ;~) a·nd it is further· in~tructive to 

see ·that the. Ta-tai-li-chi, referring elswere, viz.': in the sectioi1. of Sha0-

chien !P 00 ;iw;,. to the same approach. of the barbaric neighbours during 

Shun's reign; says : " Popular culture· ar1d enlightenment became so 

. ubiqu:itous throughout the realm that now such foreign tribes as the 

Su-shen, Pei-fa, Ch'u--sou, Ti, and Chiang came to offer their allegiance.I' 

·.a:: aA ~ §m r rrn m:, m ;t Ji-, fri" ·!)I;. ::ft 1ft, ~ 11, lf, Jt 3i~ mv) . 
It is hard. ~o believe, however; that those tales of the ,barbaric 

· neighbours' visits and tributes were founded on reality. The story of 

the Su-shen · and. others being d_rawn by the ·moral influences of the 

reigning monarch is rep~ated so often in the same section Shao-chien of 

the 'Ta-tai-li-chi,· and even in the saine phraseology, whether i_t is Yu­

wang of the Hsia, T'ang~warig ~ ±. of the Shang, or .Wen-wang :3t ±. 
of the Chot1 dynasty who is the subject -of homage.- -This suggests that 

it was all mere rhetoric. ' The same form of eulogy is even applied to 

later sovereigns of the Chou dynasty, where Wu-ti of the Former Han 

Dynasty refers to them in his' decree issued in the first year of Yuan­

kuang ft 7r: (B. 0. 134): "Under Cheng-Wang and Kang-Wang of the 

Chou dynasty, all punishments were put aside; the influence of their 

royal virtues reached birds and beasts ; their teaching· pervade~ the 

whole extent of the realm; and from abroad there came the Su-shen 

JM tr [the last charc1cter being the archaic form of 'I:dU Pei-fa, Oh'u-sou, 

Ti, and Chiang to C)ffer their allegiance." mJ ;t l!Jt, }ilf, 3flJ jf ~ J=H; ffi JJz .~ 

ifc, ~ ffi 1111 #J:, ~ 71-- P.#f 1ft, ::ft~' ~ ~' lf, ~ ~ Ell4) 

The early Chinese had a peculiar way of conceiving ideal govern-

1) Ta-tai-li-chi, chap. 7. 
2) Shih-chi-chi-chieh Ji!. lii! Ji WI, quoted in the note3 on the Wu-ti-pen-chi. 
3) Ta-ta'i-li-chi, chap. 11. 
4) Han-shu .. chap. 6. 
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ment,~they supposed that the appearance of an all.;blessed sovereign in 
the Middle Kir1gdom 01,1ght.to. be signalized by tribute-carrying mission$. 

fron;i barbaric tribes on all sides, because. his excellent virtues must so 
attract them, And all we have seen, above· was but a conventional 
expression· of that idea. There is· of course no kllowing to what pa:rti­

ct1lar 'period before the., Han belonged the original material. from which 

the Annals. of the Five Emperors and, the 'Pa,..tai,..li-chi derived those 

stories of. wild tribes bringing tribute; but at any rate, .we need not 
regard their names as aH :fictitious; Such tribes with suc:h names may 
W€3ll have existed, however fabulous their tribute.;carrying might prove .. 

, It is- in the preface to the Shu-ching ,that we find specific 'mention 

of the Su-shen: "When Cheng-~ang had smitt~m the wild tribes of l 

the east, the Su-shen came to offer tribute; The kii1g ordained the Ear 1 
' . ' 

· ·Yung to write a royal instruction regarding the tribute of the Su.,. 

shen;" Jix: ~ !ID£ 1:lt !fl ~' mff •i:li( * •· . :£ /4~ ~ 1a.1'P ~ * 'l:!lt z fµ-. 1
> A · similar 

accou.nt probably taken from the same source, appears in the Annals .of 
the Chou dynasty in -the Shih.,.chi, where the name of.the trib~ is spelt 

Hsi-shen ,ll 'i:li( instead of Su-shen It ti)t,2
J The royal instruction referred 

to _is lost with ma~y .other. chapters. of the Shu-'ching which had. dis­
appeared before the Han period. We ,may well suspect that the tribute 
of the Su~shen thus specifically , recorded was ~lso mere . talk of the 

traditional ideal, and- so had no more of historical truth in it than in 

the- other cases. When, however, we read in the - Tso:..chuan, under the 

9th year of Chao Kung fiN 0:, this remark attributed to th~ Chou.~king 
Ching~wang .. ~ .:E: !' The Su-shen, Yen, and Po are. our :northern 

. territories," ~ 'l:!lt, ~; ~' ½ ~t ± 1ft/l it is not necessary to doubt that the 

Su-shen referred to. a. real tribe of that name, found on the northern 

border of the realm. We may- even hold it as probable that _the very 
existence of that tribe caused the story to be. fabricated- of their. offer of 

1) Shu-ching-chu-su ® 1f a: Wif. 
2) chap. 4; the passage runs : "The Hsi-shen came to pay their._ coul't. The emperor 

conferred [the tribute of ·the Hsi-shen] upon the Earl Yung, making him compose the 
royal decree -c~ncernfog the tribute of the Hsi~shen." ·.~~ •lj; * ~- :£g ~ {Ji 1t AA".~, 'll 
z *· 

3) Chap. 22. 
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tribute., . As regards the Oh'un-ch'iu epoch and that of the Fighting 
Stat.es, we·_cannot .pb::3sibly say whether .those. periods_ saw ,any incident 
,v,hich. might be called a tribute-carrying of .the Su-shen people. It is 
tr.ue· that the J-chou-sh1-i ~ ,00 it, .professed to have been. unea,rthed from 
the tomb of an ancient Wei monarch, . reveals, in its Book·· of Wang­
hui ::E-~ 1m, ·a. very likely :name " Chi-shen '' f~ 'll'., as of a wild tribe 
living to the due north of the Middle Kingdom,-which presented to. the 
Chine:se court a ta.;.cJieg * ~- [? fj_ ta.;.chu large stag]. · But,· after all; this 
proves hardly anything~ for 'the Wang-hui fo known to be by no ineans a 
·record of' historical facts. . 

Neither .in the ·,Han period is it probable that the Su.:sheh people 
had· any ii1tercourse with Chi ha; Though its name is not 1.rncliscover.;. 
able in . contemporary lit~ratt.1re,· it is· no indication that the Chinese had · 
any·direct knowledg_e or the tribe .. Duri{1g the reign ol Chi1ig.;ti .~-m 
of the Fori11er Han dyriasty, Ssu-MA HSIANG-JU AJ .~ ffi :tm puts this re1nark _ 

' . . 
' . ~ 

in- the mouth of Wu:.yu Hsieh-sheng .~ ~ X ~, a fictitious character-in 
his, poe1Il:- entitled 'Pzu;.hsu-ju, -=.f liht ~: "To .the ea.st of Chi; there is a 
vast ocean; mid to 'the south, L~ng-ya; .. ~ ;:rt borders upon Su-shen 
which stretches awa:y· obliquely;"° ~.W: 7vf II~' m ~:!:Km~.··· f~ ~ ;if •/)it ff,£ 
~-; ,vhile, atiother person in· the poem, Wu·.:shih:· Kung 1if¾ &, 'speaks: 
",Nowadays Chi ranks- aniong the eastern feudatories, while outwards, 
it holds<possession· of Su:.;.shert.'' '4' ~ JUf,£JFl Ml, .ini * ;f;l #r!'/J.1

> Th~n,.the 
Yuan-tao-hsiin JJJt ~~Jfl of the Hucii-nan-tzu'* 1¥F.f alludes to'' reclaim­
ing the COl1ntry of the Nak~d and bringing the Su-shen to pay tribute;" 
~~Ii, *f'3~•1)l; whlle, the Ohui"'hsing-hsiin ~Jfb~JI[' of the same book 
enurnerates the Su-shen ainong the thirty-six alieri tribes. In spite of 
all these· references to· the S11-sheh in the Han times; and also of this 
~emark of KAo·Tu :~ ~, in the closing years-uf the later Han dynasty, 
"Su-shen is situated to the north," r.fd}!(~,::ft -:J.j,2l which was perhaps 
derived· fron1 earlier literature, there is no reason to suppose the con­
tenipora:r.y Chinese had any immediate contact ~vith the tribe. We may 
further notice with profit this passage in the Chui~hsiiig-hsfm: "From 

1) ShiJi-chi, chap. _ 147,: bi;graphy of Ssu-ma. Hsiang-ju Al ~ t§ '.tlo. 
2) Huai.;nan'-tzu, rffi ffi +, notes on Yuan-tcw-hsun BK ili: wll-
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the nortlnvest to the south west, there· are the peoples called the Long::' 

legged, the Celestial,the Su~shen, the White; the Fertile, the ·Feminir:w, the 

Ma~culine;· the. Odd-legged, the One-armed, and the Three~bodied.'' ~ 
gg ~t ~ ~ r-M 11, tf {~ IR ~' ~ ~' If 'bl ~'. s .R;, i9( ~' , :ii: ~ ~' 31:: ~ ;§;';, ify Wit 
~' - ~, ~' =-~-~~ It_ is _remarkable how the· _Su~shen ranks witl:+ fabti.-:-

lous races.· The I,Iai:.,wai-foi-:ching ~ 1f. im ~. of the. Shan~lwi-cliing 3 

agai~, men~iohs the. Su:-shen in a group no less· mox1strqus'. 

From the. above it may be concluded.· that . it was Jn smne· · period 

or other ::in~erior to the Oh'in that ~ncieht. Ohin~se began to know of . 

the Su-sheri as a northern crude tribe, and th~t the knowledge was of 

a very yague nature. As l'egards the story told py • the Lu-yu of the 

Su-:shen's pr,esent of arrowsr I must. say. that since I refrain from re:­

cognizing as a h.istorica1 fact the tribe's. compliine1itary 1nis::ii9n to the 
. . . . . . ' . . . 

Chou C(?lll:·t referred_· to in the preface to the Bhu-ching, neither shali 

I · attacl:+ to. it any significance ut1less as ~ leg~rtd. Perhaps the -liir, 

~rrow, in itself, ·-was not. uncornmon .within China _proper,. more ·especially _ 

in. the northern portion of it; but it must have _·_beeµ the fact,. that _the 
. . . 

_Su~shen: or so1ne of her neighbmirs in the sarn.e region- were using h,11, 

arrows fitted vvith stone arrowheads that attracted the attention of the 
•·. . ·- .. . . .. ·- , . .· ' ' 

.Chinese 3:r1d formed ah_:essenti!::tl ,part of w~at littlereal knowledge they 

,had of the $u:-shen. In_ the meantime, we may assmIJ,e t}iat the national · 

. tradition of attribµtirtg .. the payment oHl'.'ibute from. a. far~off people to 

the ~ppearance ot a higply virtuous ruler in the Middle Kingdom · 

gav(j birth to th.e story of th_e Su-shen's niission tq the Chot~ dynasty, 

and tl~en· the factors of hii, arrqws and stone arrowheadsCo.mbined :rVith · 

it to n,1ake up another legend that the Su"'.3hen pre~ented those articles 

tq cot1rt, . a_nd. this again was forced into connection with reminiscences 

.of scholarshlp and wisdom of Confucius, and .the result wa~ that classic 

anecdote we read iri. the Lii-yu. 

Ii1 short,. authent_ic knowledge available of the ancient Su-sh~n is 

very scanty, i11 spite of the prominen½ figure it cuts in early literature, 

and inevitably it~ alleged identity with the later-known Llou is not proy. 

able. The truth. must be, as already suggested, that when the I-lou 

tribe first entered Chinese cognizance in. the Age of the Three Kingdm~s, 
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their hii arrows 'with stone arrowheads did .not fail to attract historians' 
~otice on account' of the associatio11 of the -legendary Su..:sberi.'s tribute 
of h~ arro~s with stone arrowheads. It is :not difficult t6 ii1i.agin·e how 
ready they were to identify the I:.l~u as the survival of the classic Su­
shen, and hence the constaht statem.ent that Su-shen was another nanie 
for the I~lou. To my mind, it' seems possible that the Su-shen, of real 
existence in very early days, was a different norther.n tribe, dwelling 
nearer the Obinesse · borders thari did the l-lou theinselves. 

CHAPTER III 

The 81-~-shen-chitan of the Chin-shii · find the Sii-shen-lmw-chi 
as its· Source. Book 

· • Next to the J:lou-chit,a·n of the We~-chih, it is ·the the S.ii-shen>­
chiwn of the Ohin-shu1

> that supplies . us with· the earliest historical 
account of the 'I-lou people. The wh()le passage follows, divided into 
sections A,. B, 0 1 etc., with a view. to facility of reference:.-

[A] " The Su-shen tribe, othervi'iRe · called I-lou, live to the north 
of the i~~hsi~n-shan Mountains; 'reacha,qle :from F~-yii by:'about 60 · 
days' travel. On the east,· their. land. borders on a vast ocean; and 
on the :west, it adjoins the ·co.untry of the K'crn-man-han ; while it 
extends as far,, 1fOrtl1 as the Jo-slmi streani. Th~ area within those 
boundaries stretches thousands of Zi. They dwell in the heart of 
mountait1s and the· gepth of valleys, whose patl?-s ·are too steep and 
rugged for horses and carriages .. · In summer they. nest in trees; and 
ip winter retire into caves. The d1 iefs are hereditary, the succes­
sion passing from father to son. The people have no system of 
writing, and so use spoken words in making promis•es. - There are 
horses, but they do not ride them, only holding them a~ property. 
They have no cattle. or sheep, but keep pigs abundantly, eatiqg 
their flesh, wearing their skins, and spinning their _hair to make 

1) Oh~p. 97 .. 
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"cloth. r,-lff'ti .ER:, - -1; · te J;, tE JG ~ !l! ;Jb, ¾ x ti AJ A + 13 rr · JrUl :fd{j, 

g!j ~lfE~.tf ~,- ;Jt;fi ~EJ7j( •. ~ ± Jt fli~lt =fJ!, J§ ~ !lJ ~ :a,., ~l[J !!ft 
· ~JI., * .~ 7G mi- · ~ Jrn~ J§, 4S nu 1( ~- x: -T-- iH: ~ ~ :R~ ~ x ~, _t_;_ i3 ~ 

~ *9· :f=T .~ :iF--*• {ll tJ, ~ M ~ W·E~ 1~ 1t- ~' ~ti Ml, 1£ ~ ~, t(~ El, 
~ ;f; J;l_ ~ ;(p. 

[BJ " There is fr1 this country a kind of tree called lo-chang'. 

It grows whenever a sovereign of august virtue ascends the throne 

in the Middle Kingdom, 11nd then its bark will make a material 

for clothing. 7fJ' ffl-15 tt ~- *-r i:p ~ 7fJ' ~ 1rf tt"if., JW ~*§:.El AT t(. 

[CJ "They have no wells or ovens, but make use of an 

earthen tripod which can hold 4 to ·5 sheng [of grain] for boiling. 

They sit chi-chu fashion, [a squatting posture reminding one of the 

shape of a winnow], hold their meat b~tween their feet to eat it. 

If they get some frozen meat, they thaw it· by sitting upon it. The 

~and yields no salt or iron. They burn wood,· gather the ashes, 

steep them. in water, and take and drink the liquid. They wear 

their hair in. plaits. They fashiqn their garment with a piece of 
. ' . . . . 

cloth, a little over one ch'ih in diameter, with which to cover the 

back. and front [of the waist]. ~lW jj: ii, {''j::_E· ~ 5l: lrn _li.* W- jt. ~ JW 
;~MM,.~ JE ~ ~ ffi ~ z. ii~~' ~ ;!{: J: % @. ± it !!1 ffl, ~ * if'F Y<• 
rrI llX r-r rro 1£ z. fa!~~~- ·.eJ ,flJ 1t 1ft, --~ R ti, r_;_ -~-- rw ~-

-- '. . . ,. . . ,. . ·. 

[DJ . " If a mai;i. wants. to. marry, h~ takes a plume, and sticks 

it in. the hair of · the woman. If she consents,. it· is taken home. 

Then fprms of courtesy are g~me through to bring her i,n to _wed. · 

, A married woman is chaste, but a maiden licentious. Persons in 

the prime or life are respected, and the oid slighted.· If any one 

die8, he ,is buried in the field that very day. A small coffin is 

framed [in the grave] by ,clasping logs togeth~r. A number of pigs 

are . slaughtered and piled up ove'r it, ~o be food for the dead, 

Evil ancl ferocious in disposi~ion, they hold it honorable never to 

be saddened or distressed. A maI: must not weep over the death of 

his father or mother; he who dqes so is called umna~ly. If one 

robs or steals from another within the tribe, he is put to death, no 

matter how much. or little may have ~een taken. · Therefore they 
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live in unwalled settlements, none ever trying to raid another . 

. They have stone arrowheads and l:1rmour ·of skin and· bone; their 

bow of t'an wood measures three feet five, and their arrow of the 

hu,, one foot eight. To the northwest: of their country, there rises 

· a mountain, which yields_ a kind of stone so hard as to penetrate 

iron. Before going to ga.ther it, they always pray to gods for it. 

00: fr~~'~ tt =e ~ :t~ -Ji: :®i, ::k 5Fi:t 'AU~ fml. f& ~~flt uJJJ z. $ ~-mi fr: 1~. 
• #± rro ~ ~- · ~ ½ ;!=l: s ~P ~ z ~ if, 3c * 11: ,1, W, ~:x ffi at #·.1:, tcm 
7E ~ ;i ;f-1. ·Ii R9 ·l~, t'- ~~_1HIHitr• 5CSJ: JE,_ !15 -1-~ * W:, *·::M- ~~ z ;r, 
fil:. 1§ ~ !Fi, ~~-~~~&-~-z.--t.t-!llit-mt-~,-rm ~ :m ~~- ~ 7fi ~, It it z l"fl; 
M i=3- == R li..-t, tf!r -!k.:&: R 7r:i" PS, -~ liI * ;/tifii" flI, lli '.ii, ~f!J "A ~'.x- 00: 1& 
;2; &, :$t jfiJj- ~rfl-

[E] '' At the time of Wu-wat1g of the Chou dynasty, they pre~ 

~~nted to court their· hu arrows arid stotie arrowheads; when Chou 

Kung assumed his regency on behalf of Oheng_-wang, once more 
they sent their envoy in· congratulation. They never came again 

for the following- thousand years and more, not even the glorious 

regfrnes of the Oh'in and Har1 being sufficient to' bring them in. 

Wher1, however, Wen-ti '[being the posthumous title of Ssu-ma Chao] 

became prime minister towards the end of the CMnr}-yilan era of 

of the Wei dynasty [263 A. DJ,_ they _ can:ie a:r1d presented their hii 

. arrows, stone arrowheads, bo,vs, armour, sable furs, and the like. 
The Wei e~nperor [Yuan-ti] ordered those articles· to be sent to the 

premier's office, while ·he bestowed on Ju-chi, the king ofthe J.alou; 
some gold brocade, chi [small felt-rug made- of-· hair}, and silk cloth. 

At the beginning of Viian-k'ang of Wu-ti[ ofthe Western Ohiri i. e. 

circa A. D. 291], they came again to offer tribute. When Yiian-ti 
restored the dynasty [by founding_ the Eastern Chin regime], they · 

cari:ie again. to Chiang-tso zI ii: [or the east of the Yang-tz(I Chiang, 

viz. th'3 modern provincA of Ohiang~su] and presen,ted their ·stone 

arrow-heads. J!fiEt 3:: ~' liL!=t: trs *' 15 ~' ~ :f WJ &-twf m =£, @:~{!A 
jll. ffi ~ =f 1111=-, 1ft ~ ~ z ~' ~ z ~ -f:!L. 2k 3t 1i:f [WJ Jij HHHt ;ffi, ~ ~ 
5t *' * A f* -r-:.,_-;fi ~' I=}, l"fl, ra El z •. ft* [ft 1i1] ~ti mfi T ;ffi.!Ff, Im J,l: 
x 1® i!Hlif, Jiij, ~ 1ft. 3[ JEt 1if 5t ~ :f571, 1i 31<2 ffil IR- ft 1i:f It'~' 3Un iI le, 
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ffil * ;fi ~. 

[FJ "At the time of Cherig-:-ti [of the Eastern Chin viz. A. D .. 

326-342], they :sent tribute to Shih Chi:-lung. The envoys Rsked the 
reason of their coming; replied, 'We had been keeping our eyes on 

our cattle and horses, and as· we saw them lie with their heads 

towards th_e sot1th-west for three years running, we knew where 
your mighty- country was, and so we have come/' ~ n!G m ft;j, jffl-~ ~ 

;s * wl- · rRi z, ~:. s, -~ 1~. 1=J::. .~, ~ iffl ~~ g~ $.r, .::: q:. *' ¾ ~Q ~ * ~ ,w 11:, 
ix*~-
' . ' . . . . . . . .. · ·,. 

Our e.ndeav:ours . now sha_ll be to scrutinize the above text quoted 

fr01r.i the. Sii-shen~chuari,, ascertain, as far as poss_ible, what the Chinese 

. knew about the Su-shen,. or the I-lou., since the Thr~e Kingdom Age, 

and; further to consider how that lrnowledge was obtained; 

Let us fitst. observe the statement of "the northerr1 limit of the 

country, "reaching as far north as the Jo-shui."· The Jo-shui is a 

streani which is also mentioned in the J,Vei-chih iri connection with the 

land of the. Fu-yii.. people, the -:i-10rthwrstern neighbours of the I-lon: 
,·, The Fu-yii live to thenorth of the Great Wall;· a thousand_U away from 

Hsuan:.t'u [about the modern MukdenJ; rheir territory adjoins, on _the 
south, that of t_he Kao-chii.-li [in the basin of the Y a-lu] ; on - the east, 

that· of the I-Ion [in the valley of the Hu-erh-ho]; and on the west, 

that of the Hsien-pei [in the· basins of the Sfr~-miiren and the Lao;.ha., 

mii.renl; while on the north it borders upon the Jo;;.shui." xli=ttlf~Z 
~t, :¼~~=f.m. mW.~1PJti:; *Wte!~;- imW.~-$-~.:-~tifij&f7k•1

) The 

last-mentioned name, in. my opinion, referred to that portion of the 
Smigad River neai its confluence wi~h the ·A-le,;.ch'u-k'o River- lfiIT tiJ ~ 
~. illJ, namely; to. the section· flowing near the present Harbin. 21 The 

- same history, on .the other hand, de.scribm the country of tb.,e Llou as: 
" It is situated more than a thousand li northeast of Fu-yi:I, is ~ashed 

. by a ·vast ocean, and conterminous with North Wu-elm on the south; 

but it is· not known how far inorlh it ei:tejids." i"e ;I= tE x iiJft ~t =f ~ m, 

1) Chap: 30. 
2) · This subJect will be discussed at length in the author'~ treatise, "A Study on 

the Fu-yu," which is to be published later on. 
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tl * #i:£, m ~ ~t i3( m. *; *~A~~~ ,t_j.l) Here the northren limit_ of the I-
lou land is left undefined, and· the reason must be that although the 
expedition by Wang Chi, the Governor of Hsuan-t'u Prefecture, in the 

6th year of Ohng.::shih • JE fifi (A. D. 245), above referred. to, brought 

back much knowledge about the I-lou people having their tribal centre 

- about the modern .distriGt of Ninguta; their o_bservation did- not· re.ach 
that part: of the Suilgari basin pear the· present_ San-hsing .=: fr§:, where, 
the 1nain strea1n is joined by the Hurkha· Riyer; . As· we see, the later 

history Ohin-shii, in its Su-she1i-chuan, ~elitnits. the north -of· the 1:-lou 
country by- the Jo-shui, _arld fn this ca:se the .Jo-sp.ui must refer to the 

Sungari River in a course_ lower. tha:i;i' it. did in the -Wei-cliih descrip­
tion of the·. __ Fu-yu land, that is t,o · say, · to the . section , flowing through -

· the neighbourhood of San.:.hsing> We must suppose -that this further 

inforn::i.atfon ~boilt the I-lou countrywas acquiredd·11:ring the Chin epoch, 
at ::my rate dating · after the hi~torical period coverecr--ey--tne Wei-chi h. 

Tlie. Chin ·period, -however, covering both the Western and Easterri 

dynasties, had a run ?f fully a cei-1tury and a hal~,>and on -what parti-­
cular. occasion in that course of time was it that the knowledg·e about 
the I.:.l~u came to be so far extE)nded '? We have, further. 'to re1nember 
that the :history Ohfri-:-shif, was compiled by Fang.· Y uan:-liP-K m 5t tfr} 

• during the ,reigri of Tai-tsung of the T'a:ng dynasty, which _entails the 

question as to whether aU the information ajf@rtled us by the Su-sher,,­
cltiian was available in, the Chin perrod itself; 

In saying ,'' The Su-shen tribe, otherwise called l,;.lou," it is·· plain. 

that the Ch,i1-i-sh1-1.- followed its predecessor; , the Wei-chih, in which we 
. ' . 

have -already noticed the· statement.:-· -" They- [the L-lou] ar'e the -same 

people as the Su-shen of old." This passage is to betraced further.back · 

fo the· Wei~liao ~ llm-, the lost· histoty written by Yu Ht1an ffi., ~ in the 
, reign of Ming-ti aJ:I 1if of the Wei dynasty, undoubtedly the chief source 

· to which the Wei-~l~ih owed all its account of the eastern tribes; In 
' ' 

fact, there is a Wei-liao passage relating to the Su-shen, which survives 

. in the r'ollowi1ig quotation given as from the W ei-liao by the T'ang scholar . 

1) Wei~chih, chap. 30. 
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Yung Kung-jui ~ 0 f.Z by way of commenting•tipon Chang. Ch'u-chin's 
~1¾ ~ ~ Han-yiian f&··;re:: ·" The country of. the Fu-yii, lying to the north 
of the· Great Wall of. Hsiian-yiian L? HsiianA'u], rnore than a thousand 
li away from Hsi.ian-t'u, is conterminous with Chii-li [Kao.;.chi1-li] on 
the south, and mi the east' with I.:-lou, that is to say,. the country of the 

. . 

Su-sheri.". :1c-~ ffl, ~ X: ~[ l? ~] ~ ~' ~t, ¾ :P,: ~ 'Tit .fil.. m·:tt 1iJ .ffl, JR ~ 11! 
· ~' ~P mff 'llit ffl-fft.1

' AgE1,in, the annotator of the Ho·u-han.;s/1:i1,·Prince Chang­
huai ~ '[f :i.( 1\ son of -Kao-tsung of the -T'ang dynasty, in his notes on 
the biography of Kung Yu ::fL ill;, cites .this remark from the Wei-liao: 
"The I-lou, otherwise ·called the Su-shen." 1E! ;I:~ -ti Jffi1f ·Jj; ]3;:.2' · We may 
safely say ·that the Ohin-shU passage under observation had its immediate. 
source in the · Wei-ch-ih, and its ulterior origin in the Wei-liao. . 

As regards section. B, where is mentioned a tree called lo-chang it 
-m-, which grew whenever an ideal monarch ruled in the .Middle Kirig­
dom; and whose bark was .utilizable as a clothing material,· its source 
may be traced to the Hai-wai-hsi-ching of the -Shan-hai-ching, that is; 
its __ -passage on the Su-shen as annotated-by the eastern. Chin-author Kuo 
P'o. iE ~- The . text, taken together· with the notes, runs .as. follows : 
" The country or the Su.:shen lies to the north of that of the White 
P'eople S ~- There is· a kind of tree called Hsiuhg-chanf; fil 'W; [Kuo 
P'o remarks that th~ :first character may be spelt ?it as weHJ. First enters 
the succeeding 'e:inperor)) ,wh~reupon it is takenR) [Kuo P'o says 'that the 
people are usually without any costume ; . if an· emperor of august virtue 
ascends the throne in the Middle Kingdom, then this tree yields a bark 
which is fit for wearing]." Mri ·~ Z ~ ;fE S ~ ~t. 7Ff ffi, 45 l=1 _;[$ [JB EI,~ {'J:: 
~] 'ffi, :$t Jdt i/i¥, ~ .Il:U& z. [lB EI, ;I{: ft~ ~ :t( EIL $ fiffl ~ ~ 1i¥ ft it tf-, Jill .Il:t 
*~It1:Q":tztl2.] 

The commentator on the Han-yuan, pointing out the source books -
from which the author of the text drew material as regards ·the Su­
shen, _gives quotations from~ them, namely, (1) the Hou-han-shu, (2) the 

·_ 1) Ying-yin-chiu-chao-pen ~ i:p It :t~. *(collotype Reproductions of Old Manuscripts), 
edited by the Departm~nt of Literature of the Kyoto Imperial University; vol. I. 

2) Hou-hah-8hu, chap. 100. · · 
3) Some character3 must be wanting in-this phrase. 
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Wei-liao, (3) the· Sit-shen..,lcuo.:.chi JI 'II ii !c. (sometimes abridged to the 
Su-shenc..chi r.f-1dt ~c.), (4) the Yeh-chv,ng-chi. ~ i:f:t ~c. by the Ea.stern Ohin 
writer Lrn Hur ~ ~,1

> and (5) the Shan-hai-ching. The We 1i.:.liao is 

quoted as. follows: 

"The Su-shen1s land is to be reached by a ten days' journey 

northwards-from the country of the -JTu-yiL It borders on a· va:st 
ocean on the ·east, a:p_d adjoins the country of Kuan [? _K'ou]-man~ 
hang [? hanJ on. the_ west, while it extends as Jar nortf1, as tlui Jo~slw,i. 

· The area w,ithir:i; the •boundaries .. stretches thmisand.s of l_i [?J The 

people dwell in the heart of mountains and the depth of valleys; 
in s~mmer nesting ir1 trees, and in -winter staying in caye.s: . The 
-successi6r1· of chiefs passes from father to son [?J They have no 
system of writing [ ?], so that they use spoken words in making 

'. promises. They spin [?] h:air to make clothes; [Some word~ are 
wanting- here] clasp and eat' it. I:f -they get _sorri.e-frozen meat, they 

• I • • • 

· . thaw it by sitting 1.ipon it[?]. The-land :yields no salt. or iron; they 

burn wood, gather the ashes, and s~eeping them in water, take and 

. drin~. the liquid.'t. ~ Ill~ F-1: )I· 'i)Jt ~ •. ;ft_~ ;(E x.tt if ~t + El ff. · JfUJf * 
m:, f!!i ~ Jt! [?~]if rr [? tf] if~ ~UlM ~~J 1K. Jt ± Jif. ]Jt _~ [?. ~] ~ [? lt] "f £. 
m ~- UJ_-~ ~. ;- I 1w Mt!§,-~ AIJ _1/( ,1g. ·. x -=r rt~: m[?,;tJJ :&:· _ i~ -:t_ -~ [tBU 

itJ. ~ ~m*:1*• ir-ff?~J¥;·W-m:ffj~ [? •· -J~TI'o~z- 1~~Jtir~1[?'.~~J, 
~~ :1t 11J? 1:J %' n [? 11m.J. .L'tf! ± fire· Mi. ri~; ~*ft "/Jf.., itu lfx tr it-
This passage attributed to the· Wei-liao· very' nearly coincide.3 with 

th0 text from Sectiori A to . 0;'. less B, abpve q~oted from the Su-shen­
chuan 'of t.he._Ohin-8(1,'U, Are we to suppose that the sections A rmd 0 

. ,' . 

were copied from t_he Jf:"ei-liao, with the interpolation of B, which came 

-a pparentl-J -. :-from-the- Bhan:h-a-f.;dii1ig '? The:y a~e, however, a fairly 
circumstantial account of the people, .throwing light on such matters as 
the boundatise of their territory, their dwellings, clothing, diet, ·etc., and 

if such materials w~re available in the We,i-liao, it must follow that 
the Chinese had acquired so much infonnation about the I-lou by the 

Three Kingdom age. But this would seem to contradict the conclus~on 

1) The. original text gives the name as Lrn Sur ~ ~' the last character of which 
must be a corruption of liffl. 
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already reached that the northern extremity of the I-lou Col:ntry, bounded 

by the Jo-shui, was not knowri to the Chinese until the Chfr1 period. 

Neither is it easy _to assunie that. the Ghin~shu passage, qr the 

alleged Wei-liao text with which it agrees so exactly, was a record of 

second-hand knowledge of the I-lou, picked up either from. such men 

of the tribe or of some of their neighbours as came carrying tribute. 

It reads more like an observation made· by some Chinese tr~wellers at 

the honie · of that tribe. Witness, above all, the peculiar marm~r of 

tellirig, in:- Section C, how they cooked their food, held th~ir meat bet­

ween their feet while eating it, sat on frozen meat to thaw it, etc. Yet, 

there is no evide1ice in history indicating that the Chinese had a Eepa­

rate opportunity, round about · the time of the expedition· of "V\T ang -Chi, 

for obtaining such rich information about the people in question. More­

over, we ·are- constrained to wonder why, if those 1naterials were found 

ready in the Wei-liao, they were not r·eproduced -· in the I-lou-cliiian of 

the Wei-chih, nor quoted by P'EI SuNG-cirrn ~ t& ± in annotating that 

history. 

We may now take the 'Pai-p'ing~yil-lan :tc 1¥-~ 5' and see its paflsages 

relating to the Su-shen.1
) There is a qi1otation, provided froni . the Su­

shen-kuo..,chi, _besides those taken from the Preface to the Shu,-ch{11,g, the 

1Io·u-han-shii; the Shan-hai-ching, and the Kiiri'g~tzii-chia-yil :fLT ~ ~­

It reads, in its second half, a.s follows: 

_" Their custom of marriage is this, that the man take3 a plume 

and sticks it in the woman's hair_; if she consents·, it is taken home, 
• ' • • ~'f- ' • • 

and then forms of couresy are gone · through to bring her i~1 to . 

wed. Married women are chaste, but maidens licentious. Persons 

in the .prime of life are respe~ted, and the old slighted. Once 

widow~d, a ·woman will never marry again. Evil and ferocious in 

natural disposition, they holdit honorable never to lan1entor mourn. 

A mari must not weep over the death of his father or mother; if 

he does so, he will be called unm~nly. If one robs or steals from 

another within the tribe, he is sJ~in, no matter how much or little 

1) Chap. 784, section of Ssu-i 5, Tung-i 5. 
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may have been taken. Livh1g as they do in unwalled settlements, 
they get on safely together,. without ever encroaching upon one 
another. If. one dies, he is buried in the field that very day. A 
small coffin is·· framed [in the grave] by clasping logs together. A 
nmnber of pigs are slaughtered to be. piled up over the coffin,· 

· counting thousands if the family is rich, and tens if it is· poor, as 
.· food for the dead. Thet1 all is covered up with_ earth; while a rope 

is fastened to the coffi.!1, with its tip. lefG lying· above the earth. 
Then · they pour liquer- by pour liquor over the grave ha~dly 
ceasing to do until the rope begins to decay. The rites iri 
memory of the . dead are. observed at irregular interwls. Their 

., bows of the t~an tree.1neasure three feet :fi•ve; and their arrows of 
the hii one foot eight ; they have stoi1e arrow.:.heads, armour of skin 
.and bone. • The• stone:-producing niountain rises to the north.east of 
the country. Before going to gather the stone, they always pray to 

. . 
gods for it. The stoiie is so hard as to penetrate iron." fti ?¾f: Z ~' 
.J.J ~ =e ~ff¥fx 1m ;-k fi:1J!U~.!llil, ?& * $Scn!l-/J.f)J z... iJ!ti.ffe.i nu -Ji: y:@. it fil: ~ 
~- ~mt&:~~~- •fil: 12~r•1ii!# tu:~1'i~fflfi'u. ¾-BJ:n.·~ -=f~*~ ** .. 
~~ L ~ i/±. ffl ~ ~. lfo/J 1l ~· Bl,~ ~ i~ ;z. !f@filf ~' fm 3t .;;f ;f;ij ~e,. 15·~ 
!W El 19! * jj~ filf. x * 11::,1, ®]t ~ ffi ~ ti -1:, &i ~ £ tk S, :k~ ~ +, ~-

. . 

~ 1E $.t z ~l- w . .:r-: ~ z, ~ *III!~ i~ ~ Wi ru ± 1:. ~ ~ irli M, m iMH. ~ rm. 
1.b 1~ ~ ~ ffi~ fil. Jl: m ~.::: R li. -rj-, **· * ~ R ~ )~; 1=i *' It 'ffl'_~- ~ 
ill tE ii JR ~t- l!X z.. &, x rtfi· Iii*• ~ flJ A i\t. . . 

The above text app~·oximates the sum of those passages on the Su-• 
shen which are quoted by the commentator of ,the Ha.n-yuan from the 
Sii-shen-lciio""chi, or the_ S-u_-shen-chi as he sometiines abridges the· title.· 
As remarked already,· it makes the jatter half of the T'ai-p'ing-yu-lan's · 
quotation .from_ the Su-sh_en~ki~o-chi, and what is most notew01;thy in this 
re_spect is. the f~ct t1:at the . first half, dealing with the boundaries of the 
country, the d'Yellings, clothing, and _diet ~f the peo:ple, et~.; so closely 

·. coincides with the all~gec:l Wei-liao passage quoted befor_e. Certainly, 
· Dr. T. NAITO was right in pointing out that a blunder· must. have. been 

committed by tli.e annotator of the Han-yu_an in making notes on· the 
Su-she~1,-that he quoted a p_=i,ssage of· the Su-shen-lcv,o~chi, under the 
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wrong heading,. "The Wei-liao says,"1
' no doubt by mistake. Hence 

the conclusion that what we read in Sections A arid C in the Sii-shen­
chu,an of the C!iin-.shu · had its real source in the 8ii-shen-lcuo-ch1i, not 
in the Wei,.l-iao. That the· Si,,-shen-iciw-chi was of later date than .the. 
Wei-liao is sufficiently dear from the nature of its contents . 

. It will be easily perceived of1 coniparison how. Section D of the 
· Ohin,.shn text,. dealing with the Sli-shen customs 0£ marriage arid burial 
and their weapons, coiitcides with the just-quoted Su-she'n-kuo-chi passage 
in the T'ai.:.p'ing.:.yu-lan. Now, passiiig over Section E for the moment, 
(it will be discussed in. the next cha,pter), we know that Section F, 
telling of the Su-shen paying tribute to the cotll't of Bhih Chi-lung 
during the reign of Chei1g-ti,· was derived froni the yeh-chiing-chi #B. 9=' 
~c, which, as shown by the annotator of the Han-yuan, contained this 
passage: '' The Su:.shen live to, the northeast of Yeh,_ 50,000 li from 
it. Their envoys, having .spent four years in arriving, presented their 
stone arrowheads and lw Arrows. Inquired what caused thern to come, 
they replied, 'Our cattle and horses had slept with their heads towards 
south west for three years together' and we .thereby knew where your 
mighty cou..ntry was,, and s~·we have· .come. We have indeed· always 
1?een on the lookout for this sign." ~·~;re lB Z YR ::ft, :i-~ .li JJ lf!. _ xi ~ 
0-1 ~, J!J ~; ,~ :£ *' -ti *· rRHt * ~31~ 111, ~ /\ [? ~J. 4- .~ rm m r,;J um==~, 
J!U *A 1f * mm JW -1±,. tit~~~- 'f'.g J;J. .rI:c :m· 1~ tf!. · To accourit for the Yeh-chung­
chi, it was, as described by the Ching-chieh,;.chih *~ ffi ~ of the 81.?i-shu, 
"a book of three volumes, ·edited by Lru !ITJI, Assistant Professor 0£ the 
Sfa,te College of Chin," lB $ ~c, .=: ~- :wt mm .=i l1JJ ~x !Sm ~HJ.~,2

> being a record 
of. miscellaneous facts ab:rnt Shih Huo ·:fire (i. e., Shih Chi-lw1g). · This 
work is. lost in its complete form, and what was reclaimed of it from 
diverse quotations scattered in the Y.iing-lo-ta. tien i.k ~ * ~, has been 
preserved in a volume of the series The Wu,-y,ing-tien-chu:.chen-pan­
cll'iJ,an-sliii m; *~~~~~ff. This does not, however, include those 
passages quoted by the commentator of the H an,-yuan. 

1) Dr. NAITO, closing remark on the collotype reproduction of the Han-yilan. 
2)· Siii-shu, · chap.- 33. · · 
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We have seen by thfa time that,· so far as ·the Sn:.shen tribe is con­
cerned, the source books utilized by the in:motator of th~- Hariy-yuan, 
apart fron:1 the H oir,-lian-shu, ~ere the S1Hhen-kuo~clii, the Yeh:-Chung~ 

· chi, and the Shan,-hai-ching; and that the author or the Slt,~shen>-clman 
'of the Chin-shii went scarcely•' beyond th,is scope for his m~te~ials: And, 
since it was only a small percentage of the whole of the Su-shen-chiian 
taken from the Shan-hai~ching ai1d the Yeh-chnng~chi, we may jlistly 
consider the Sii-shen-kuo-chi to have been the primary authority the 
Ohin-shti relied .upori in providing. its ?Wn account. of the Su-shen. 

Our attention f1ow will be concentrated on the Shii-shen-kiw-chi, 
that- chief source book for the Sit-shen-chuan of -the Oh1-ri-shv,. From'. 
what is quoted from it by the commentator on the Hari-yilan, _we can . 
see that the tmie covered by·. 1 t e:xferia@-fartner back than the ~ge of 
the Three Kingdoms. We _read in. the Han~yuan: -·~ , 

. "The Su-shin-kuo-chi Sftys: [a] In those early_ days, Wt1-wang, 

having subjugated the Shang, opened passages to the barbaric tribes 
_ on all side~ · rnakirig each of them_ come and.- offer 1ts ov'vn p~odud, 
so that it might not forget its proper industry. Th~reupon, the Su:-· 
shen presented their hii arrows with stone arrowheads_, whose length 
was one foot eight. The king desired them to 'be held \1p to' all 
posterity as a manifestation of the e.xtent to wh1ch his a.ugust virtue 

· affected · far-off pe~ples, arid therefore he ordained. that the kua 
[featherd P?rt1or1 or· the shaft] · of the arrows should be inscribed 
with the words, 'The arrovis present'ed by the Su [she~1 ?] tribe:" 
Some of those arrows he also best<nved ti.por1 the Duke Hu of Cheri. 

. . 

[bi On the accession o{ Cheng-Wang'~ the tribe came to Court to 

offer their congratulations. The king ordered the Earl Yung to 

compose a royal instruction regarding the Su-:-shen_'s tri.bute. 

"The Su-shen-kuo""c.hi says: [c] During the reign o~ Wu-ti of 

the Han dynasty, as the Su-shen failed to come, an imperial statement 

was issued indignantly deploring the impossibility of bringing them 
in." • tl ic. El, [aJ 1f- it± 3'i! it".i, ~ i!! jc, ~ s ~, 11! * J;J, ;!=t ~ 3fC~, ~ 
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1.t £;{I~- '1J}j~frf ·!J ffit}* *' ::fi,~, :X:~R f1 FS. :St xtik ~*,g.[?%] 
~ z ~ ~ 111,,, tJ- 5R ff A, ~ iJ( ~ ~. t.k r1L1t iJ?-i s ril ['hi: ?J ~-z ffei..*· ~ 
51... tJ. ~ ~ tiJl 0- [bJ m ::E. E;!J, 11 AN-· ~- f1e ~ 1EI 11: ijj r:ffi ·!J z 1fµ--t11,. · JI ti 

••. ' ' , ', • • • - ·. • .• " . • l 

1'12, 1:;.1,. [cJ ~-:IEt m ~' ii ·/J ~~ 3I, :ffUI1 'l1!lt tt, .t:F! [? 'Ill~ t~,~ z ·tfL. 
Very obvi~usly Patts (a), (b), and (c) ~f· tl1e above text dependedfor 

their dat.a r~spectiv.ely upon the .Lu:-yii, Preface to the Shu-ching, and 

Wu-ti's edict of the first year of Yilan-lc'ang recorded in his Annals in 
the Ha?i-sh11;; and it· is even probable that, in the original Su-shen-kno-

. - : 

· chi, those source books were specified. :The Ehi-shen-kuo-chi mu.$t ha'\;e 
' u. . • -

been essentially a collection-of articles, extmcted from various a1-1tho_rities, 

bearing upon both the classic S_u-shen and their supposed continuation, 
the I-lbu tribe. We _may ther~fore . reasona~ly imagine th,at, in its 

original form, th~ book contained, side by side with qu_otations from tlie. 
above~rian;i.ed works, that passage of the ·wei-liao ~hicli inust have been 

. equivalent· to_ the I-lou-chua·n of the JVei~chih, And if the annotator of 

the Ha1~-yuari put his extract from the 811,-shen-kuo:c,hi under the_ wrong 

he11cling "The We·i-liao s~ys,'1 as we_ have assumed was the case, it was 
the result of a · cor~:fnsion which arose perhaps because, in the original 

Sii-shen-lcuo-chi, the said passage fay in juxta:position to that quotation· 
. from the Wei-liao, so announced, whose .substar1ce was ~quivalent to the 

I-lou-ch:uan of the· TVe·i-chih .. 

Again, the: 'Pa_i-p'ing-Yil-lan, in giving; accqunt _of the Su-sheh tribe, 
afford·s quotations fr·om {1) Prefa:ce to the Shn-ching, (2} the Hoii-hari-: 

sll'U, (3) tl?-e Shan-hai-ching, (4) tl1e Kv,1ig-~zu-:c.hia-y,o., and (5) the Su­
shen;.Jcuo-chi. · The liou~hm~-shii · passage reads. t_he same as the J..;lou­
chua1~ .of. the· Wei-chih, as the author notes at tli~ end of the quotation, 

~nd t~at of the. Kunf-tzu-chici;.yil has it~ ~xac.t counterpart in the Lii­

yii. As been indicated, the Su-shen-hw-chi itself seems, in its original 

form, to have contained quotations_ froin those books which are ment.ioned 
(1) to (4) above,· and this tneans that, a£ter all, of the whole work of 

the Su-shln-lcuri-ch,i, that particular passage· which the Tai-p'ing-yii-lan 
gives as from it, is the only portion claiming any historical value of 

its own. It was, indeed, this very portion that furnished the basic 

materials for the· 811,-shenschiu;zn of the Chin-shn . . 
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No;w, thQ Su'"shen:.kiw:-chi, · beir~g a b:)Ok 1111:inentioned i11 the .Ching­
phieh-chili of the S-u,i.,.sh1i, in the. book of the same name in th~ Ohi,' 1-i-: 

t'ang-shu,· and in the I-wen-:chih, i. e., the corresponding chapter in the 

Hsin-t'ang"'."shu, we learn nothing. whatever of. its authorship: 'or. date. 

Ftom the uianner, however, in which the am~_otator of tlie liarisyuwn 
, quotes. ;the Yeli-chwhg-chi as if tq eke. out the information suppiied :by 

the .Sii;shen>-kiw-chi; we may draw the ihrerence .that the scop~· of the 
latter· did :not come· down 1nto the Eastern Chin· period. • For the Yeh-: 
chwng-,c.hi -was; as ~otea al::>ove;: a work by an Eastern ·Chin author Lru 
Hui, bei11g- a record of miscellaneous facts about Shih Hu, who govern(jd 

the State .of Chao ti!l early: in the Eastern Chir+ period1 Vye ht\l,y there-:-. 
fore broadly say that the Su:.slien-lcuo~chi. vrns written in:_ the course of 

. . , f 

the Western Ch}rt dynasty. But, if so, what. occa~ion wa.~ there w_itliin 

tha,t, period on whicl;t the Chinese might acquire· further know1~dge _ of 

the Su:-shen or the- I-'-lou, to be emb,odied in that part of ihe Su-she?i;. 

lculJ-chi which +ent the Su'":shen-chuan its prirtcip~l data a1i.d which a!orrn 
ga.ve the Su"'."shen-kno-chi any independent· :value ·as. an account of the 

· · pe'ople :in question?· Th.€3 solution of this probleni will occupy us in· the 
. . 

next cha:pter; but th~re are some .textiml details we h~d better stop to 

o_bserve before going ai1y . further.: _ _ 

As remarked. inChapter·:1, the· annotated !{u1tg--fzil-chicr-yu: of th~ 
SMh-chi>quotes this passage from CHANG: SHOU,-OHIEH's 5:lt~ !1 S1iih7qii,. 
cM1tg;.i: 

''The &i:-sheri-k uo-chi says that the Su~shen have their home· t9 the nor,. 

theast of the country _of the,Fu-:ru,, about sixty days distant. -Their bow 

· isfour feet long, an_d tough and strong[as ?Ja cross-bow,having a range 

orfour huridred paces. What is now tlie Mei-ho tribe has certainly this· 
arrow~" JI '[wt·~,~~' »rt tl,. ~ :f;ff! ~ x tt ii JR ~t M [? ·pJJ f\. + El ff. - :1=t: 

§: ITTl .R, 9M JJ, [:f.J 1(ri ?J~, M lm s".zv. ~ z~~ffim. :J5 ~ Jl:I: :9c.~) 
· .·. Th~ last sentence was, as noted above too, the author's owr:f <;mrnnent 

-added to the Su-s!l'.en-liiio0ii text, Mei-chia ~ ~ being a varied transrip~ 

tion for: Mo-ho:~ i~. As for the first sentence concerni~g. the · tribal 

location, it is quite natural that it fits so exactly with the corresponding 

1

1). 81~-ih-cn:i., chap. ;17. · 
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passage quoted in the 'Tai-p'ing-yil-lan. · On the other hand what might 

seeir.i: · a little· strange · is that . tlie descriptiori .of- the tribal ~veapon he1~e 

shows considerable divergence as coinpared .\vith what the Tai.-p'ing-
yu-larl fi!;~-~ quotes from'. the Su'"shen-kiw-chi, as: "Their bow· of .t'an 
measures three feet five, and their. ar;row of hu one foot eight." We 

may remember, ·however, that .the original Su-shen-ku,o;.clii seem to have 

contained quotations: from earlier' books, over and above· its own. accomit 
of ·-·the Su~sl?-en~- and if so; it is quite. possible that CHANG SHou .. cmEH 

consulted and referred to. them as passages of the Su-shen-kuo-clii,_ while 
the·· author· of. the Tai--p,'ing-yil~lan; .being more discriminating,· credited 

the Su-shen-lu~~chi. with only what was original in:_:it .. When we read 

in the I-loii-chuan ·of the Wei:chih, so~ plainly.reproduced from. the Wei;. 

liao :- '( Their bow is fouY feet long, and· has the st~ength of a cross~ ,­
bow. Their arrow 1nade of the hu tree, measures a foot·and eight inches~ 
being. fitted with·, an arrowhead of blue· [or green] stone," we may- be 
reasonably, satisfied 'that the passage ot C!uNG'S. quotation in qhestfori 

was ·derived from the· Wei~liao, as ·he found it reproduced in the Bu- ·, 
sh}n;..lcuo-chi. 

Lastly, I may draw attention to the comment Kuo P'o affords on 

the account of the Su-shen in the Ta~huang-pei .. chiiig * 5iE =I~~ oHhe· 
Shan-ha·i-ching _i '·' Now,, the country of .. the Su-shen tribe is mote than 

3,600.:U a:wtty• froin Liao-tung; [whose seat of gover.innent was .in. the 

Prefecture of Hsiang-p'ing • 215- or the modern Liao-yang]. They dwell 
in_ caves, have no dress, only clothing themselves in pig.skins-. Iri winter, 

they spread grease on their bodies to the thickness of several fen,, that 
. i. . .... • 

they m·ay be protected from the cold. wind. They are all skilled in 

shooting, Their bow is four feet long, and strong and t01:i'gh. Their' arrow 

is mdde of ;the 1w,, measuring , one foot , five." A'--~ tilt il (¾ ~ JR .::: =f lt,i 
w.~ ~ ,@, 1.i -:fr_, :t( ffl El._. ~ J::J ,.,~ IHI,'.. r.J I& ,t; JB !p Jl ~.: .:f-l: A~ IM- "5-
:&: ~ R.., WJ !if. Toir ~ ** ~ Z, :&: R..li ,t. In all probability, this was derived 
from· the Wei-liao. The whole· account reads much like the I-loii­

chuan ·of the Wei-chih, and· yet it differs from the latter in that the 
epithet '' strong and tough ~JJ !lJI" is seen only here. It is noticeable in 

this connection that the 811,;-r:hen-ktw-chi, or more strictly the TV~dia,6, 
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which is qtioted in the Shih-ch1:-cheng-i · Ee. 'ac. lE ~, shows the phrase 
" strong and powerful 5.i ~ " in the corresponding place. As fot the 
passage above, "more than 3,000 li away from Liao-tung," it is compar­
able with t];ie remark gi~en by Tu Yu t± Ifi, the West~rn Chin annofator, 

· i:q. commenting on the 9th. year- of the Annals of the Chao I{ ting -fiff a::;:, • 
in the Tso-chiwn :.:__" The Su-sher1 ate a northern wild tribe, living more 
than 3,000 li away to the riort~ of Hsuan-t'u [the modern Mukden]/? 
l,i' '!l.~ ~t '%.\ tE :P: ~ ~t .=. ~-~ Jl.1

) The one' says '' Liao-tung '\ and- the 
other "Hsu.an-tu';'' but, however it may be, we can be ce:rtaii1 that 
these data were acquired· in the Chin period, and not -earlier. 

CHAPTER IV 

Ssu-ma Chao's Jnvit~tion_ to the Su~shen 

·so far as the period.from the Three Kingdom age to th~ beginning 
of the •. w es~ern Chin: dynasty' is con_cer~ed, we find . on' r~cord ·. three 
tribute-carrying missions sent by the Su.;.shen tribe to the Chinese court, 
nan~ely, in the following specific years : 

(1) In .the 4th year of Ch'ing-lung w W~ (A. D. 236), of the · Wei . 
~~peror M'ing-ti f:1}Hi:f, · i. c., two years before the Wei dynasty put a~ 
end to_ the l{~_ng-sungs' ~ule in the Lia?-tung. . _ _ 

(2) In the 3rd year of 0Mng-yuan J.: 5t (A. D. 262), of Oh'~n~liu-
Warig ~ft? .:E of the ·Wei dynasty, -1:. e., thre~ years before its fall. . 

(3) · In the 5t~ year ~f-Han-ning /wt:$ (A. D: 279f of th~- Chi~ 
,emepror Wu-ti !Et: 1ff', i. e., fourteen years after the foundation of the 

. _Western Chin dynasty; 
I propose to find in the facts of those missions the key to the solution 

of the problem set forth in the last part of the preceding chap~er, what ;' . . . . . occasions were there in the Obin period on which the Chinese, migh~ 
obtain further information of the Su-shen or the I-lou people. We had 
b?tter begin with observing in what relatioiis ~he Middle :&;1ugdoto. stood 

1) Tso-chuan, chap. 22. 
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with the eastern wild tribes in general during the period in question. 

From the close of the Later Han dynasty to the early years of the 

Three Kingdom age, while the whole of China was rent with war and 

division, it was _the Kung-sung family that ruled the region of Liao­

tung, with their headquarters at H siang-p'ing • 215-, or the modern 

Liao-yang. They dominated, in addition, the two Chinese prefectures iri 

the Korean peninsula, Lo-fang~~ fl and Tai-fang~ 11, and even exercised 

infl.uence over various tribes farther in the east. This family; however, 

was overthrown by the Wei expedition sent against them in the. 2nd 

year of Qhing-ch'u ~ fiJJ (A. D. 238) of M'ing .. ti. Consequently; their 

--------·····------··--- ·-···-···-----·----- .. ---. former~domain .. ga:ve.._place ... _to __ the .. JiYeLpro:vince .. of P'ing-Chou 215- fN, and 

at the seat of government, Hsiang-p'ing, resided the Tung-i--chiao-wei 

JJR ~ tt it (Controller of the Eastern .Tribes), whose duty it was to watch 

and restrain all the wild tribes in the eastern region. These things are 

what we can gather from the following account of P'ing-Chou found in 

the Ti-li-chih (Book of Geography) of .the Ohin-shu: "Towards the 

close of the Later Han dynasty, Kung-sung Tu declared himself Governor 

of P'ing-Chou. . He. was succeeded by his son Kang and this Kang by 

his own son W.en-i [i. e., Yuan]. Both ruled as absolute masters of Liao­

tung and made themselves obeyed by all the barbaric tribes of the east. 

The Wei dy:riasty appointed the Tung-i-chiao-wei resident at Hsiang­

p'ing, while the five prefectures of Liao-tung, Chang-Ii ~ ~ [being a 

misrepresentation ~f Liao-hsi ~ ¥!BJ, Hsuan-t'u, Tai-fang, and jLo-lang 

were incorporated as the Province of 'P'ing-Chou." 1& ~ JK, J;:: Ft- I1t ~ ~It 
2¥- 1-1·1 ~- :fl: -=f- ~' ~ -=f- 3t W& [=tiff!], :Mz tt ~ ~ *' * ~ JL ffl -W mui ~- ft ii: 
JJR ~ tt Mm-~ 2¥-, rro 53" ~ JJR,· ~ ~ [? ~ r!B], 12: ~, 1m 11, ~ fl E. I~, ~ 2f-· fl'l-1

) 

• The same fact is found repeated in an adjacent passage in the same 

account, as: "After Wen-i was overthrown, there was created the office 

of Hu-tung-i-chiao-wei Mi JJR ~ tt ii Controller of the· Eastern Tribes 

resident at Hsiang-p'ing." "JJ,... 3t W& M {&, f=}" ~ * ~ tt ~-tl'~ }! ~ .2f.2
> Not long 

after, however, the province of P'ing~Chou as an administrative division 

1) Ghin-shu, chap. 14 .. 
2) See Man-shu-rekishi-chiri m\j ifH ~ }E. ;1:-fu ~ (The Historical and Gographical Studies 

of Manchuria), edited by the South Manchuria Railway Company, vol. 1, pp. 206-207. 
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was abolished, and its component prefectures, Liao-tung and others, were 
anµexed to the Province of Yu-Chou ~ fl'I. This explains why it was 
the Magistrate of Yu-Chou, K uan-chiu Chien who undertook and led the 
punitive expedition against the border tribe, Kao-chu-li; in the 5th ye~r 
of Cheng-shih lE ** (A. D. 24:4) .. Later on, however, in'the 10th year of 
T'ai-shih **ii (A. D; 274) of the founder of the Western Chin dynasty 
Wu-ti (i. e., Ssu-ma Yen WJ .~ 3¼:), the former system was restored in the 
administration of the region ; the group of five prefectures was .again 
set apart to .constitute the Province of P'ing-chou,1) and there was 
likewise the Tung-i-chiao-wei re~iding at its seat of government, Hsiang 

· p'ing.2
) His role :was, now as before, to bridle and rein in the wild· in.: 

habitants of the east in general, including both· Manchuria and the 
Korean . peninsula. · How such was the case.· may be. seen from · the 
following passage of the Tung-i-chuan of the Chin-shu, relating· to the 
Fu-yu tribe: "During the reign-of Wu-ti, they repeatedly paid respects 
and tribute. In the 6th year of Tai-kang [A. D. 285] they were attacked 
and beaten by Mu-jung Huai, until their King I-Hi killed himself, and 
his sons·. and brothers fled to Wu-chu and held it ... - . Thereupon the 
Minister thus advised the.Emperor, 'Our Hu-tung-i-chiao-wei, Hsien~yu 
Ying d·id not save the Fu-yu ; he failed to act with necessary proriipti~ 
tude'. The emperor, therefore, dismissed Hsien-yu Ying from his post, and 
appointed H·o Kan instead." ~ ij'ff ff-:f, !Pl * ffet. ~ 7-( Mt n ~' ~~$Bi J=iJr 
D:til1f., ~x~!Jt l§ ~1 .'.f- ~ ;:g-W:~1.ll,·· · ·1f i§'J ~,~:W:~~it~f ~~~;Jc 
~' -!k:.1i~ ffl: lafl", ~ 3B ~' t( M ft ft z,3

) Then another passage of the history 

1) The· Chin-shu, chap. 3, the Annals of Wu-ti, the passage under the 2nd month of· 
the 10th year of Ta1:-shih ~ M; says: "Five of the prefectures in the Province of Yu­
Chou were set apart to form the Province of P'ing-Chou." 73- W£11-N :E. I~, ii ,2JS 1-N- The Ti­
li-chih, on the other hand, thus remarks on P'ing-Ohou; " In the 10th month ofthe 2nd 
year of Han-ning [A. D. 275]., the prefectures of Chang-li ~ &?, Liao-tung, Hsiian-t'u, 
Tai-fang, and Lo-lang were set aside to create P'ing-Chou.'' x&. ~ .=: q:. i" Ji, £J' ~ fg., it 
Jf(, ':t ~' ~ 1:f, ~ YR ~ I~ Ii, ii '45- fN. Here, it seems, the change in the 10th year of 
Tai-shih is confounded with that in the 2nd year of Ching-ch'u and moreover attached to 
a wrong date, the 2 nd year of Han-nfog. 

2) The Ti-li-chih of the Chin-shii mentions Hsiang-p'ing as the foremost department 
in the prefecture of Liao-tung, while in its original notes, the place is explained as "where 
the Tung-i-chiao-wei is resident." Jf( ~ tX ~Mm,. 

3) Chin-shu, chap. 97. 



referring to the Ma-han .~-m trib~ says: "In the 1st year and again 

in· the 2nd year of 'T'ai-lcang [A. D. 280} of Wu~ti, their chief sent en­

voys to tender a tribute of native-products, and this w::ts repeated ·in the 

. 7th,. 8th, and 10ti1 years. · In the 1st :year of T'ai-lMi [A. D. 290], the 

tribe came to Tung-i-chiao-wei _Ho IC an and offered presents."· :iit·w :t: 

- 5t tip, ~ ~' * ~ Jl §I~,, A ffet Ji trm.' ·{;tip, ;\ :¥, -r ~' 3Z iPl ~- % ~ ft 

~' !~ * ~~Jt1PifiJ:/IK-1
) 

That the :reign of \Vu-ti saw a considerable spread of Western Chin 

influence among the wild tribes of the east is indicated in the Annals 

9! Wu-ti in t,he Ohin-shu. Year a,fter year. ·during the period from the 

2p:d year of J-Ian-ning to the 1st year of :P'ai-hsi (A. D. 276-290), we 

see recurrent accou~ts of submission,.· adhesion, missions· and tributes 

declared· and, sent by various eastern tribes, in groups of several, of more 

than· ten, or of several tens, as the,· c.ase m.ight be. . On one occasion, 

·" the Su-shen canie to pres~nt hit, arrows and stone . nu [8.rrowheads]," 

mfi'f:Ll'Ol~IUi*, :fj-~,2
) in. the 5th yeitr Qf H<;tn-ning (A. D, 28H). The 

last of the series appears under the 1st year of Yung-p'ing ·71(;_.zp- (A. D. 

·291) of Hu,i-ti Jl m, or'the next after the 1st year of 'P'wl,-hsi, when " 17 
. . 

eastern tribes .... came to [Tung-i-J Qhiao-wei to declare adhesion." JR ~ 
. . ' - . 

+¾.~,·: ··~iDr{~];f3cJ-t f'kJ m.3
): In .(:)very case ·except :for the Su-sp.en, 

however,. those barbaric vassals are mentioned as "so and so many 

tribes," without giving their specific, names. Probably it was not that 

the tribe names were unkn,own.,. but that .the annalist prefElrred to omit 

them. · (But- more about this hereafter). 

•. In the Turhg-i-chua1i <?f the same history, on the other hand, we 

meet with a number of tribes specified. There is a· passage which opens 

'with the heading, · "Ten tribe's~Pei-li nnd others." fl 1Jl ~+ ij4
) Its 

! . . 

first part vaguely describes the· locations of. four of the ten tribes, also . 

referring to their payment of tribute, as: 

"The Pei-li tribe lives to 'the north.west of the Su-~hen, about 

1) · Ghin-shu, chap, 97. 
2) 1bid., chap. 3. 

3) Ibid., chap. 4. 
4) .Ibid., chap'. 97. 
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200 • days on horseback from the. latter country, and comprises 20,000 

. families. The Yang~yiin tribe, reached in 50 days on horseback 

froni Pei-li, comprises 20,000 families; and the K 'ou-mo-han · tribe, 

. 100 days away frorn the. Yang-yun, consists of over 50,000 families; · 
. . . 

The I~ch'un tribe is. locateil about 150 days from. [K'ou]-mo-han, 

· 11nd more. than -50,000 li. away from the Su;-shen. ' Nothing is ascer­

tained of their folk custoins or the .soil of their country. During 

the 3rd year of T'ai:..shih [A. D. 267], each tribe sent a srnall, clan 

to present its native product~.'' ~ 1Ji fffl, tE Jfltl ~ ~b .~rr 1:i1= a E, 

iJus·z~. -·~•@ID, -¾¥-,~.~fi xli+ a, iJf-i-=;f;;· ~~-tf-~, ~~ 
~ lffl .3t s a fft iJ J=i E. f-i1b 'it,_·· - ~ fffi•,-¾ [~l~tf [IOOJ x. ~ Ji+- a. it,* 
m¥i tii: li • ltt Jn,. ;tt: ll. f~ ± ~' tm: * lff; ~ ~fI == ~' 4H! 11\ *E, If- -fl: :15 ~~ 
N et,t on recordf~9me. the $ix, other tribes,-Mou~nu --#- ~, Wei-li-mo~ 

1~··!J1Jl~JlI, Yu:..Ji~mo-li r1Jl:5KJIJ, P'u-tu ~ffitt Sheng-y1.t:iM!l~; a11q 
Sha~lou iP t,;, ·of-which it is _said that .in the early years of the T'ai-h$i 

'_~ra· their chiefs S<J ·an.d so.' e.a,.ch sent a s·enior and a junior envoy to 
the_ Tung-i;chia<;>.-wei, Ho K'an, • to sp.ow · his submission and adhesion. 
',The 11'ai-p'ing-yu-lan, on the: ,othe;r hand, contains the following passage 
with the heading "The seven: tribes-Mou-nu and· others":-'.' 'They 

-are th~ ·Mou-nu, Mo-lu, _ Mo-li, Pei-Ii, Man.,tu, Shan-yu _ and Sha-lou. 
The Ohin-chi-chu-chu- [court record of the Emperor's daily life, conduct 

~nd speechl says that in the 1st iµonth 9f ·th~ 1st year· of P_'ai-hsi, the 

·Mou-nu and other tribes, whose popu.latioris, Jarge an_d small, totaHed 
more, than 179,000, each 'sent a senior and--a junior envoy to visit ,the 

:Hu-tung-i-chiao:.wei. Ho K'.an, and present its native products." 211 PX~, 
-~:Ill~, **U ~' -$-• ~' mi iE ii, *I 4k ~, rP :tt ioo. "1f ~ ~a: s, ic \Im :if>~ 
:IE )j, 111 PX~ rffl, 7\ ,1, u +--1:; !-it jt =f it A~ ~ a 1E irJ 1!', ~~ :~u~ t<: iHnI ft, 
·,J:: 11K :15_ %.J.1> As -~e __ see, ~his group ~f seven_ coincides that, gr9up of si~ 
which the Ohi-n-sh;1, mentions as having arrived early in th~ · T'ai-hsi'era, 
and Pei-li, one ·of the four tribes which the history. groups separately. 

There can; be little doubt that ,the., same event is referred to, when the 
~ ' ' . ' . . .,. ', ~ _; ' ! ' . . . .• . . . ' 

·, ' . : '., ' . 

1) T'ai-p'ing-yu-lan, chap .. 787; ~l ]ii· corrsponds to 'Ii Jj,jl t~ Jil, * llJ to ~ /JJl * ;J;lJ, 
~ tno ii ~. an_d ~ jk-· to *-i 5-k, it being assumed that of ~- and tii, and of ll and ir-!11!, 
one is a corruption of the other. 
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Annals of W u-ti states under the 2nd month of the 1st year of T'ai-hsi: 
"Seven eastern tribes brought tribute;" }R ~-I:;~¥.):] ffit ;1) although the 
date differs by one month as between two accounts. The Annals of 

Wu--ti tells us nothlng, however, of the four tribes including Pei-Ii, 
who came in the 3rd year of T'a,i-shih; and though the Tung-i-chuan 

makes mention of them, it leaves us unable to guess how such remote 
peoples as were reachable from the Su-shen's place by travelling 200 

to 500 days on h_orseback, should have ever approached the Chinese 

court· with tribute. Then something more may be noticed of the Kou­
nio-han ·tribe. Take that opening passage of the Sii-shen-chuan: "The 
Su-shen tribe, otherwise. called I-lou, live to the north of the P'u-11an­
shan Mountains, about 60 days' journey from Fu-yu. . Their territory 
is washed by a vast. ocean on the east, borrders on the land of the I{'ou­

man-1ian ~ if tf on the west, and extends as far north as· the Jo-shui. 
The area within the boundaries stretches several thousands of li." 2

) This 
was certainly a quotation from the Su.:.shen-kuo;.chi, and it has been 

already pointed out that the commentator of· the Han-yuan made a 
mistak~ in attributing it to the Wei-liao.3

> Now, the Kuo-man.;han 
tribe,4> mentioned as the western neigh~our of the Su-shen, was almost 
certainly ·one and the same with the Kou-mo-han ~ ffitf, · one of those 
four tribe~ who came during the 3rd year of 'T'ai-shih. And this partic~lar 
·mention of the K'ou-rrian-han, taken together with the comparatively 
w~ll-informed account the book provides of the location and manners of 
life of the Su-shen people, · is what deserves our special attention. We 
may also notice that, in the reign of Wu-ti, marked with the arrivals 
of· s~ many foreign missions, it was not until the 5th year of Han­

·ning (A. D. 279) 'that the Su-shen paid their court. This· means that. 
·they were 12 years behind those four remoter tribes, who .came forth in 

1) Chin-shu, chap. 3 
2) Ibid., chap. 97 . 

. 3) The Su-shen-kuo-chi as quoted in the T'ai-p'ing-yu-lan lacks the words : "It 
adjoins the country of Kou-man-ban on the west," so on. 
. · 4) In the alleged quotation from the Wei-liao in the. notes on the Han yuan, is 
mentioned· the country of. "~ ri rr." The first character must be a misspelling· for ~. 
and the third for ff. 



- 135 -

the 3rd year of 'T'ai-shih (A. D. 267). Yet, this comparison is not so . 
strange as it mignt seem at :firs.t sight. For the Su,.shen had already 
appeared· at court more than once before that reign, an:d in one case in 
the 3rd. year of Ching-yuan (A. D. 262) of the deposed Wei e1nperor, 
Ch'en-liu-Wang fft{U.:E. And this takes us·back to an observation of 
their tribute-carrying in the Three Kingdom Age. 

We have already seen what small probability of truth there· is in 
that old story of the Su-shen's visit in very early times, made so famous 
by its presence in pre-Oh'in literature. The :first r~liable record, then, 
of their appearance at court for' the periods following the Han dynasty 
is found in the Annals of M'ing-ti in the Wei-chih, in this passage 
relating to the 5th month of the 4th year of Oh'ing-lung W i~ (A. D. 
236) : "The Su-shen tribe presented liit, arrows." mfi 'l:l'. ~ ~ t<'/!!i *·1

l This 
was at a time when the rule of the Kung-sung family in Liao-tung 
was trembling before the ascendancy of the Wei dynasty, and it is quite 
possible that they took an opportunity to propitiate their powerful 
neighbour by .acting as intermediary to bring the Su-shen to the dynastic 
court. The Chinese in Liao-tung at least must have learned more or 
less of the tribe by that time. Their" name, as then known, was I-lou, 
not Su-shen. Neither was Su-shen an alternative nal'.ne the tribe had 
to call themselves by. But as soon as they had brought their tribute of 
hv, arrows to the Wei court, they were designated Su-shen, because they 
were assumed to be the people identical with the traditional Su~shen, 
celeb;rated from antiquity .for their tribute of hu arrows. The dynastic 
history Wei-chih, while giving an account of them under th~ name of 
I-lou, remarks: "They ~re the Su-shen of old" ·ti Z JI·~~ ;t ~ -t11 ,2l 

and this assists the above inference. Further on in the 1-lou-chuan we 
see the political situation of the tribe described as follows: "Since the 
Han times, they had been subject to the Fu-yii. But as the Fu-yii 
were exorbitant and taxed them very heavily, they revolted during the 
Huang-chu era [A. D. 220-226]. Again and again, the Fu-yii tried to 

1) Wei-chih, chap. 3. 
2) Wei-chih, chap. 30. 
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chastise them,- but the I-lou people, though small in· m1mber, were. 
securely· placed among steep mountains, while .their hows and arrows 
were dreaded by nE:pighbouring tribes. So the Fu-yii. never succeeded in 
subjugating them." ~ ~ ~ *' § JM .:=k ti- ~ ti. j( ~ 111. ~ £, tJ, jf iJJ. $ #=,& 

z. . .:=k i~ ~ ~ ;t,_, ~ A ~ & , JiJT tE Ll.i ~, ~ ~ A ~ * ~ ~- ~ ;;f i~ mug.1
) 

H~ving been deliver~d fro~ ·the· yoke of the Fu-y:u early in_ tlie Three 
Kingdom age, i. e., during. the reign of Wen-ti of the We{ house, they 
JJ.acl. freedom t<;> enter into intercourse with China, and this will partly· 
a~couht for thei~ visit on .that occasion. 

W?her.i. the- Su-:sMn made their next appearance· at court, it was 17 
years after Wang Cht' s expedition of the, 6th year of Gheng-shih 1E fri§ 

(A. D. 245), 3:nd j years before the Jast emperor of theWei house, Oh'en~ 
liu,.,Wang, cede~ his .sc~ptre to Wu-ti, the :founder of the Chin dynasty,. 

' ' . 
The Ann.~ls of Ch'en-liu Wang·()~ the _Wei-chih, under th(j 4th month. 
·of the 3rd year _of Ching-.yua"n (A.· D: 262) says: "It was· reported by 
the Prefecture of Liao-tung that the Su-shen tribe sent an envoy; who; 
having arrived by _dintof using en route repeated inte;pretations, pre-

. sented their n?,tive products, which consisted of~30 bows,. 3 feet 5 long; 
a number of hu arrows, 1. foot 8; 300 stone arrow-he!lds; 20. miscella-

. µ.eollS armours of skin, hor_n and· iron; and 400 sable furs." ~ JF[ IB i§, . 
"*-""!·.;;. ~ :m J,f; 'a';- fill'!. ,. . = ~ ..:r,f. ~ ;::i_ - +· ?.t:. F-: - p ::r.: .,....f... • -1:..i- ,.,..; .F-: p ;1 .-i.. . lffrl _ ~ ~ -~ ·i.,s.,- -~ 11'¥' /\._. ~, · lr-:JJ/\ ::!l-- ~ 7 -:-.· . 'JJ;{, ~ ::::.1, il.. ,'J. , 1l'l'i 7':, .JX:: ~ l"- I\.. 'J , . 

::fi ~.=a :& ; El, tft, .• ~ if = + iJi; m El Im s -&~2
) The Annals of· Wen.; 

ti of the ·chin-Bhu refer~ to the sarne event ·under· the identical date.: • .., - • • • , 1 I' ' ~ . . • • 

'' The Su-shen came and presented hu arrows, stone arrow-heads, bows; 
armour, sable . furs, etc; ; The emperor [viz. Ch'en-liu-Warig] ordered 
these articles . to be sent to the office of the General~Elsimo." mfi 'IJ * 
~ 1'1-i *'' :£ ~' ~ 1¥, &1 El~- X r 1TIJ Wrli * J¥,J-1![ }f,f.3> The '' Generaliss.~mon · 
meant Ssu-m.a Chao _i§J ,f.© fig, then the prime minister to. the declining 
Wei dynasty. (He· was father to Ssu-ma Yen 'RJ ·™ ::1%::, who was later· 
to. become Wu-ti, the founder of the Chin dynasty, and 

I 
then · Chao 

was posthumously entitled Wen-ti). By that time Chao had gaine<l 

1) Wei-cliih. 
2) Ib-id, chapi 4. 
3) Chin-shu, chap. 2. 
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overwhelming ppwer at court and. taken abso.lute control of .state affairs 

tnto his own hands. Now the Su-shen brought . their characteristic 

tribute to court, and it was forwarded to him by order of the etnperor. 

The intention was, no doubt, to shift the honour to where the true 

merit' lay. This. incident will not easily fail to remind' one of ah. old 

story pertaining to the remote Chou dynasty, wgich we read ir:i. .the 

Preface to the Sh1,i-ching as follows: ., T'ari.g"'"shu· f~ f:X. [younger brother 

of Ch'erig-wahg Jrx: .:El once fouhfr some stalks. of grain, which,'' growing 

-severally oh different ridges; still had a single common ear, and he 

presehted them to the sovereign. ·.: The· king ordered· T'ang..:shu to take 

them to Chou-kung JWJ 0; who was staying awaf in the east: This 
. . ' 

caused 'The Sending of the Grain'· to· be written;" Chou-kung, having 

received· the 'conferred grain', expatiated on the order of the sovereign, 

thus giving rise to 'The Ahspicious Grain,' F~ f;)l 1~ ~ ~ ~ fi§'.1 ~' iJfffi x. 
if-. .:E ifff ]ff' f:X,~ m 0 -f- ]¥i.· {t S 5K. m 0 ID£ q~ ifff *· ~ x. T-Z iff. · · . {'P ~ 5R/' 
The Annals of the Chou dynasty in the 'Sdih-c!1,i relates the saine story 

as : " T'ang-shu, finding an auspicious· growth -of graih, pre3ented it 

· to Ch'eng-wat1g: The king had it forwarded to Ohou-kung in his mili­

. tary camp. Chbu-kung received the grain in the eastern district, and 

wrote a .dfac'ourse on. the sovereign's order/' W ~ lJ[ 1~ ~ ~. ·~ Z ftx: .:E. 

,JJx:.:Ejj_SJWJ0rJ:EJiJf. mJ 0'.:ff:5KJ¥i±J ~::R-=f-tfp-.1
>, Noiv, the 8u-shen-

' . ,· . ' . 

clnian of the· Ohin-shih in narrating the Su-sh.en's · trib1.,1te on. the 

occasion under .view, connects it ·.with the memory of the, goldei1 age of 

. the Chou dynasty under the regency of Chou:.kung. "At the time of 
,,Wu~wang of ·the Chou dynasty, they [Su-shen] presented to court their 

hu ai·rows and stone arrow-heads; when Ohoti~kung assumed regency. in 

behalf of Ch'eng-warig, once more they sent their envoy in congratu'" 

lation, They never came again f~r the following th6usa1id years and 

inore, not · even the glorious regimes of· the Oh 'in and Han' being · suf~ 

ticient to bring them in. When, however, Wen-ti [ viz. Ssu-ma Chao] 

became prime minister towards the end of the Ohing-yuan era of the 

Wei dynasty [263 A. D.], they came and offered their hu arrows, stone 

1) Chap. 4 .. 
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arrowheads, bows, armour, sable furs, and the like. The1Wei emperor 
[Yuan-ti] ordered those articles to be forwarded to the premier's· office, 
while he bestowed upon Ju-chi 1P.HI, the king of I""lou, some gold 
brocade, ch'i [felt rug], and silk cloth."1

) -The above is the main portion 
of. Section E of the Su-shen-chuan text', quoted without explanation in 
the previous chapter, but t.M trend of the passage is clear enough. 
Here Ssu-ma Cha~ ·is implicitly, compared to Chou-kung, the blessed 
model of ·chancellorship and character,. for·· the reason of the Su-sheri's 
tributary visit. They came again now, after an interval of a millen­
nium following the time of Chou-kung, whereas the :most flourishing days 
the Oh'in and Han dynasties had not seen them·; and this was attributed of 
to the virtue .of Ssu-ma Chao's personality and administration.· More­
over, there is evidence that this glorification of Ssu-ma Chao by the Su­
shen's tribute was exhibited before the neighbouring. states. In the 4th 
year of Ching-yuan, that is; that next after the above-mentioned year,· 
the Wei general Chung Hui ~1ft, who was leading the 'Western Expe­
dition against the rival state of Shu 1iu, despatched a message to the 
enemy, which is remarkable for this passage: "Now our sovereign, 
endowed with sacred virtues and felicitous illumination, has inherited 
and elevated the dynastic prestige. His prime minister, devoutly loyal 
and of serene wisdom,· is serving the royal house with untiring efforts, 
and providing the people with orderly and benign administration. So 
·much so that all the communities are united in co-operation and har­
mony, and the be?,eficient influence is even affecting hundreds of wild · 
t:ri bes ; and · even the Su:.shen have brought tribute." 4'-- .:E .1: ~ ~ ~.X ll,)j, 
i%IHf r1u ~- * fi!LIB, Jil llA Jt,, fWJ ~ x ~' ;;fJJ 1fJc ~ .~, iTii ~ n t{Hl=I, ~ ffi ~fr; 
mi m¥f 'l:l 3& ~.2

J There can be no doubt that all these things had' their 
motive in Ssu_-ma Ohao's design to turn the Su-shen tribute to 
account for advertising his own· merit and heightening his popularity. 
But does this mean that he merely availed him.self of the good oppor­
.tunity which turned up by 9hance? 

The answer to the above question will have much bearing upon the 

1) Chap. 97. 
2) Wei-chih, chap. 28, biography of Chung Hui ~ wf. 
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outstanding problem -how to account for the increased information 
about the I-lou people, 'apparently resulting· fr9m actual observation of 
them at their home. First of all, however, we had better understand 
that it was no novelty invented by Ssu-rria Chao to snatch a means to 
his ambitious end in the arrival of tribute froin a far-off tribe.· He had 
before him an example· set by Wang Mang =f.~, the usurper ofthe Han 
dynasty. The, explanation of this niu~t go back to 'a_n antique story 
told in the Shang-shu-ta-chuan 1iU'. * it: written by Fu Sheng iJt ~: 

· " Once in the days of Cheng Wang, some one found several stalks of 
grain growing together into one common ear. It· was nearly large 
enough· to fill up a cart, and tall enough to reach the eaves. Some one 
presented it to the court, and as the king called upon Ohou-kung to inter­
pret the phenomenon, he replied,' Now the three stalks have grown into 

. one ear, and we may well hope that the world will harmonize and be 
one.' And in truth. there came· a mission from a tribe by the name of 
Yueh-shang .~ ~, who arrived by using repeated interpretations/' RX =E. 
~, ~ 11i ~ ~ rriJ ~, fPJ :m -ff!. :fd~ ~ JJ[, * 5E lffi .. A~ J:: z. ~, 3:: ;g ml &­
rriJ rRi z.. &- 1:::1, · . .=: 11i % ~ ~, Jrp x. "'f ~ :¥1:J % - ~- :W: ~ ~ ~ ~, ,m ~ rriJ *·l> 
More is told of this foreign visitor in another passage of the book : '' To 
the· south of · Ohiao-chih 3c i1I:, there is the home of the Yueh-shang 
tribe. R was during the 6th year of Chou kung's regency, when the 
code of decorum had been established and standard music formulated, 
and peace and tranquility reigned all over the country, that the envoys 
of this Yueh-shang tribe came travelling on the backs of three elephants, 
using repeated· interpretations, and presented the court with-some white 
pheasants. Thus they spoke, 'It is a iong, long journey; there are 
.mountains and rivers that obstacled our progress; and for fear we 
might fail to transmit our message, we have been employing repeated 
interpretations all the way; and now at last wehave come to your court.' 
The king had those gifts transferred to the Chou kung." 3c li Z m ::ff 
~-~ lffl. m ¾ m- m h ~, tu d 1t ~, x. r ;f;i:i ~- ~ ~ JJ = ~ .m ~ ® ~ s 9=1•· 
8, ~ Nf f~ ~' rll JII ~lf. ~' ~ ia'UF @, tit][~ nu $J. RX =E. t,J, ~ m ¾-2

> This 

1) T'ai-p''ing-yu-lan, chap. 839. 
2) Ibid., chap. 785. · 



story, which, by the way, is fotind likewise m the Shuo-y'ilan wt ][1
> 

written by Lru HsrANG JU ~ towards the end of the. former Han pe,riod, 

plainly belongs to the same categ;ory .of regend as that of" the conf~rred. 

grain" l?iii 5K, and of ".the royal decree concerning the Su-shen's tribute" 

~ l1f 'I:( L ~' above ref(;)rred · to. With this idea in _mind, we may now 

look at ·this pass~ge of .{he Annals of P'ing-ti. 1¥,- ~. in the Han-sh'u,,' as 
. . . . . . 

relating to the 1§t .moµth, in the spring . of the 1st year . of. · Y v,,~ri,.shih 

Jt~ir (A .. nl): •·"The Yi.i.eli-shatig.tribe. ca11+e,py µsing.repeated iri,ti3r:. 

pretations;, to present. to:· court one.white, and two· bli;tc~{, pµeas3:nts .. The 

emperor ordered the Si;LI,1'."kung :=== ,0 [the three chief ministers] to. <?ff.~r 

them to the. Royal Mauso~~um. Then the wh9le court aµd governmen} 

offered to the throne tlie opiniot1 that Ta-ssf1-n1:.a [Generalissimo} Wa.r19 
. Mang equaled Chou-ku~ig. in merito:i;ioµs · service ,and . brilliant virtues: 

.The result. was that he was gragted the title ... of An-han. Kung !Ji:~. 0 

while T'ai-shih Kung Ku~ng ::i,c BrfJ fL :}r; and. others were rewarded with 

additions to their fiefa" ~ '.;& ~ £.~, ti S ~l ~' ~ ~=fli ~- ~B if== 0 .G'- Jl1 
* ~- ~ §~ ~' j(l§iJ .~·~, J:jJ~Jt]!J 0- MHt~~¾, 2z.tem fLx:~t~~ 
~-

2
> There appeareq again thr;1,t Yiieh-shang tl'ibe, the story of whose 

visit :in the far' past was always rerniniscent of the great Chou Kung, 

and Wang Mang was. never slow to take advantage ·or the incident f?r 

his ~elf-advertisement and promotion. And his example was to be 

,followed, centuries later, by Ssu-ma Chao, who· walked the same path 

of ambition,· this time it being the Su-shen that served his purpose . 

. But was it by mere chance that the. Y iieh-shang t.ribe paid tribute so 
topportunely for Wang Mang? The answer is clearly suggested· by 

history, a~ we shall see. , His biography in the Han-sh1.i shows Wang 

.Mang· Mdressing the throne, in the 5th year of Yitan-shih 5t ~ii [A. D. 

5], in these ':ords :-" It is several years that the · Empress Dowager 

'[mother of Ch'eng-ti] has been reigning, and now the world is flooded 

·with heavenly grace and benevolence, and wrapped in the atmosphere 

of peace. There are. no remote or alien· peoples but approach us .with 

-longing for. righteousness. Thus the Yiieh-shang tribe ,came a long 

1) Chap. 18. 
2) Chap. 12. 
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way, by using repeated interpretations, and preserited white pheasants ; 
and the com)try of Huang-chih sent envoys for a distance of 30,000 li, 

and offered a living rhinoceros." .ic J§ * Mt 1& !tj=., ,ffl ~-l~ i1nf, '.fJ:J ~ ITT1 ff ~ 
~~fa~,- e ~~~- ~;& J:t!!!~, ~ s 9;ft; Jix ~ ~ ~ £ ffit 1=:~-1

) The 

latter ·people's bringing of this animal was an occurrence three years 
before, the Annals of P'ing-ti recording it as in the spring of the 2nd 
year of ,the same -era. 2

) But it is the 'T,i-li'"chih of the same history that . . ,., ;\' . . 

f?eems to disclose the. truth about .it. "D~ring the Yii,an-shili eta of 
P'ing-ti," it says,·" Wang Mang, the highest chancellor, who desired 'to 

ag'grandize his prestige, sent a rich gift to the king of. Huang-chih and 

thereby caused him to despatch an envoy with the present, of a living 
rhinoceros." 2F- .11¥ 5t tii' i:f:t, ±: ~ m IDc, · W, Ji ~ ~1, J¥)l0t. x ±, 1Hi -Oe ~ ~ 
~ 1:f::-.3) The same must it have been the case with his dealing with the 
other tribe Y ueh-shang. . The future usurper. beckoned them, .· wtth the 
design of benefitting himse1f by the auspicious character of their tribute, · 

~white pheasants. '' His first step. was to give a sugge~~ion to, the 
magistrates of I-chou that the tribe beyond the borders ·should be caused 
to present white pheasants," says his biography in the Han-shii.· '' In the 

. . . 

ist month of the 1st year of Yuan-shih, Mang advised the Empress 
_Dowager to give orders that the white pheasants should be· o~ered to 

: the royal mausoleum ..... Thereupon the whole court and government 
·extolled _Mang's virtue, declaring that the auspicious . tribute of white 
pheasants -was an exact· counterpart of what had happened a thousand 

years before; in the blessed times of Ch'eng Wang .of the Chou dyna,sty." 

Jt J.l~Ji-1, %~ * 1i ~~ a ~t- xta x tf-1E J=J,. ?ffi s xi§'r ~B, ~ s·Mt 11 * ~'. '. · .. 1k ~. in.a JH~ ~ ~ ~ ffi, ~ m * a ?;fLt :1:t, =r- ~ rm ~ .4) 

The Huang-chi· is mentioned in the · Ti'-li-chih as the remotest 

·country to be found on the south-western seas. It seems that the Chinese 
~ . . . . . 

·contact with it began at the time of Wu-ti, when~ after conquering the 
Nan Yueh. 1¥.i m race, he-sent out his agents to trade with several peoples 
on the ocean. The same book names also a series of countries m the 

I) Han-shn, chap. 99., Biography of Wang Mang, a. 
2) Han-shu, chap. 12. 
3) Chap. 28, b, Yiieh. 
4) Han-shu,, chap. 99., Biography of Wang Mang. a. 
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order of proximity :-Hsu-wen 1~ ~ (i. e., the modern Hsft-wen Hsien 
ti ~ JWf-, Kao-lei Tao ~ ffl' £@:, in the Province of Kuang-tung), Ho-p'u ~ 
rm (i. e., the modern Ho~p'u Hsien ~r1ij ff-, Chin-lien Tao i.kit~, in the 
same Province), and so on to. Huang-chi; giving besides, a brief des­
cription of the return route from Hu,ang~chi, This information probably 
owed its main part to the report of later Chinese agents, despatc1?-ed by 
Wang Mang.1

) The location of the H uang-chih tribe has been identified 

1) The Ti-li-chih of the Han-shu, in its account of the land of Yiieh, describes the 
several countries lying on the south-western seas as·. follows : 

"[lJ-S.tarting from Hsii-wen and Ho-p'u, which mark the farther boundaries 9f 
[the prefecture of] Jih-nan, and sailing about :five months; one reaches the country 
of Tu-yiian. Sailing further about four months, one gaim the country of I-lu; 
and sailing further again about twenty days,. the country. uf $hen-li. Thence travell­
ing on foot for ten days odd, one reaches the country of Fu-kan-tu-lu. From the 
country of Fu-kan-tu-lu, a sailing of two months or so takes one to the country :of 
Huang-chih. The manners of life therein are similar to those in [the island of] 
Ohu-aL . The country covers a vast area, has a large population, and abounds in 
strange products. [2]-From the reign of Wu-ti onwards, all [these countries] have 
been paying tribute. There was [in Wu-ti's court] a chief interpreter attached to the 
DepaTt:inent of Huang-men. He went to· sea in company with those men who had 
answered the call to go With him.· The object being to trade for pearls, beryl,'cµriotJ,s 
stones, and other rare things, they carried away with them gold and several tseng 
silk. In every country they reached, they were supplied with provisions, and joined by 
more, fellow-travellers, Merchantships. of the barbarian tribes guided them on from 
port . to port. Sometimes, their merchandise attracted marauders, and some suffered· 
at their plunderng and murderous hands. .Again there were some who were over­
taken. by heavy storms and drowned. The rest came home, after many years. The 
biggest pearls they brougnt home measured nearly two inches round. [3]. During 
the era of Yuan-shih of P'ing-ti, Wang Mang became Prime Minister. As he wanted 
to give a glittering display to his personal influence, he sent handsome gift to the 
king of Huang~chih, to pesliade him to present the _Court with a living rhinoceros. 
It was reported that, sailing about eight months from Huang-chih, one reached P'i• 
tsung, and again sailing about two months, the borders of Lthe prefectures of] Jih­
na:µ and Hsiang-lin. South of the country of the Huang-chih, there was the country 
'of Ssu-ch'eng-pu. The Han interpreters and messengers returned by way of th~ir 
country. [1] El 13 ffi ~-~ :f~ ~. it oo, JHl} fr PT 1i. }l, ~ 1~ 5c lul; X lfl{} fj PT 122 Jl, ifi 
ei .ut 13:l lul. 3UfH-r PT .:: -t- ~ 1=1, ~ ~ WJi iJ. W fr PT -r ~f 13, iff x it ~ 11 lul, El ~ 
it~ 11 i!; M{} f'r PT.:: Jl ~. ifi 1tr x il, ~ 1~ pig.~~~* ;f:§ iJ.1Jl. ;It: fM. *, J=i t=t ~, 
~ ~ If&. · [2J · ~ ~ w m *· ~ ~ JL. ifi ~ :&: 11 1tr r,. ~ 1m1 ~ ~ 1Jl. 'A. #J. m rm ~. 
~ 1ift I.iJffi, ~ "E, ~ o/!d, .if 1( ~, ?it *i iiu tf:. Err ~ ii, ~ ~ jt ~ *~- • ~ Jt M, lli$ ~ 
ix z. 211' ;f,lj ~ ~' ~!J l& A. X % ~ J!l,· ilt ffl ?E, ~ -1i' It ~ * ffj;t. * ~ ~ !II .:: it m 
r. [3J 2f-1Jf 5c ~a 't', :E ~ ilfili ~, iHt~ JwH;W-, J]J'. ii 1tr ::t :E, 4,- ~ ~ &;. ~ Lr. ~ 1( 
::t M{} fr PT A Jl, J1J lt *• lfl{} f'f PT= Jl, ~J 13 ffi, ~*!ff~. 1( x z ffi, ifi B ~! ;;;r: 
iJ·, ~ z ~ {re, El Jl:b ffit ~. The text divides itself into three sections, as numbered (1) 
(2) and (3) above. The :first section mentions the various countries passed beyond Hsti• 
wen and Ho-p'u, until that of Huang-chih was reached; the second relates ~ow Wu-ti 
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by our late Dr. T, Fujita, In his "Study on the Records of Oomm1mi-
. cations on the Sou.th- Western Seas in the Forme1· Han Pe 1riod,' 1 he 
examined the above passage of the geography and ascertained" Huang.:. 
chih" to be identical with Chien-chih ~-JG in the Ta-t'a1ig-hs;i-y'iiv-chi * Ji 
g§·~ ~2., and accordingly placed it, at the present Conjeyeram, on the 
eastern coast of South India.1

) 

It is a natural expectation that what Wang Mang did with the Huang­
chih and the Yiieh-shang; Ssu-ma Chao also did with the I-lou, or the 
Su-shen as they had be~n assup:ied to be since the 4th year of Ch'ing­
limg (A. D. 236). He did not only avail himself of their tributary visit 
as it occurred, but also caused it to occur, probably by sending out 
some agents to persuade them for this purpose. This y~ew is supported 
by what we have noticed about the nature of the information provided 
by the &i-shen-kuo-ch,i1-that it must have . come from some actual 
Chinese observation at the tribe's own home. We have seen that the 
book mentions the Ko:n-man-han, a western neighbour of the I-lou, and 
that this was. one _of the four tribes who brought tribu.te in the 3rd 
year of 'T'a,i-shih (A. D. 267), two years after' the accession of Ssu-ma 
Chao's son Yen, as Wu~ti, the founder of the Western Chin dynasty to 
succeed the deposed Wei emperor. Ch€m.,.liu-wang. If that farther~o:ff 
group, so vaguely placed. at 200 to 500 days' dista:i;ice on horseback from 
the land of the Su-shen, anticipated the latter in carrying tribute to 
Wu-ti's court, it is really no matter for surprise. For we may easily 
suppose that that Su-shen's arrival before ·wu-ti's reign, in the 3rd year 
of Ching-yuan (A. D. 262), that is to say, five years earlier, paved the 
way for their neighbours' approach to China. At any rate, the Su-shen 
brought their characteristic tribute just when Ssu-ma Chao· was rising 
to supremacy, and it was s9 cleverly made to contribute to his fame and 

sent out a party 6f volunteer adventurers on a mercantile missio:n to the south sea 
countries; and the third alludes to the fact of Wang Mang despatching his messen­
gers to the king of Huang-chih, and also to certain countries they called at on their 
way home. Perhaps the information about the. outward route in section 1, and that 
of the homeward journed in section 3, were originally consecutive parts of the report 
of Wang Mang's messengers, but separated by the interpolation of section 2, when 
they were adopted for the Ti-li-chih. 
1) Geibun, vol. 5,_no. 11 (Nov. 1914), pp. 41-45. 
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glory; and behind this fa.et we perceive his ambitious plot, that he 

invited the Bu-shen purposely, to serve his own interest; and it involves 

the supposition that he sent sorne agents to the tribe to persuade them. 

(Perhaps the execution of the measure was· actually rilanaged by the 

Tung-i-chiao-wei, resident iri Liao-turrg). We may take it· for granted 

that_ it was on this occasion, and by those agents that the first­

hand knowledge of the country and life of that people, including the 

name of their 11.eighbours, Kou-man-han, was brought back and added a 

considerable amour~t of detail to what had been acquired through Wang 

·Chi's expedition seventeen years before. 

The year next before the Su-shen came, or the 211d year of Ching- , 

yuan. (A. D. 261f is marked by the rec~rd of ~everal Korean tribespay­

ir1g compliments to China. The Annals of Oh'en-liu-wang in the 

Wei-chih reads under the· date of the 7th month of that year: "The 

chiefs of the Han and Wei-mo tribes· on the borders of the Lo-lang 

Prefecture, each followed by his tribesmen, :pre:sented themselves and 

offered, tributes." ~- Iftt-?'i- ~ :fl\t, M Ja, ~ $ ~ 1131'<:: lJJ ~-1
) Very presumably 

here also was Ssu-ma Ohao's policy taking' its COlll'Se. . Going further 

· back to the time of Chao's father, I ~, who was also prime niinister to 

the Wei emperor and posthumously ·entitled Hsuari-ti 1f m, the Annals 

of Hsfian-ti in the Chi'li-sliii has this passage:_ "In the 1st month,_ in 

the spring of the 1st :yea~ of Oheng-shih of the Wei dyriasty [A. D. 240], 

the wild tribe of the east, Wo [ viz .. Ja,paneseJ sent envoys, who came 

by usirig repeated interpretations to offer tribute. The Yen-chi, Wei­

hsu, and the eminent chiefs of the Hsien-pei, to the south of the Jo­

shui;· sent envoys and offered presents. The Sovereig~ [ viz. the dethroned 

Wei ernepror Ohi-wang Farig ~ .:E. :Ji] attributed the glMy of the e1Je1it 

to. his prime rninister." ~ ~ tfi .5f:: ~ 7{f;. IE J=J, JR ~ m ~ frJ ~; ~ i!f, fit 3~ ~ 
i!, ijJJ 7k ~ ilJ, ~._. 45 ±, ~ ~ 1! * flK. ~ -=f ~ ~ * J![m.2). From the Wei 

dynastic chronicles, however; it does not appear that there occurred in 

the said year any visit from the Wo or froni any other tribe whatever ; 

_and we may .reasonably suspe~t that .the above account was but a later 

1) Chap. 4. 
2) Chap. 1. 
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.fabrication by the Chin annalist, intended to embellish the history of 
Ssu-ma, I, so that it might match the better his son's brilliant · record. 

' . . 

To identify the proper names· above, ·the Yen-chi were the inhabitants of 
-Karashar in Chinese Turkestan, and the Wei-hsu one· 0£ · their neigh­
bours; while the Jo-shui, we remember,.. was that eastward~flowfr1g section 
of the Sungri River by whicl-:1. the Sii-shen-kuo-chi, marked-the northern 
extremity of the Su-shen's country. 

_ The foregoing observations, I hope; have sufficiently explained the 
. character of the Su-shen-kiw-chi,· the chief source of the S11,-shen~chuan 

of the '.Chin-shu. It drew its basic material from what ·was noted down 
or reported about the I-lou people by those m~n whom Ssu-ma . Chao 
sent out to their home; round about the 2nd and 3rd years· of Ching~ 
yuan of . the Wei dynasty ; and this was · woven togf)ther with some 
narrat1ves about 'the antique Su-shen found in classics· older than the 
Three Kingdom period, resulting .in the volume .which, as the title 

. indicates, was "_The· Account of the Su-shen Tribe." So we may well 
assume that it' :was to this book that the Ohin-shu owed the stuff re'." 

. produced in . .that Section E of· its ·Su:..shen-chuan, beginning; as we have 
-seen, with t_he story of the ancient Su-shen presenting the -Chou- COtlrt .. 
with their hu arrows and stone arrowheads; and, then, a£te.r a reference 
to the long interval which passed .without their ever returni~g, Telating 
their · revived visits , in· the days of , Ssu-ma Chao' s premiership and in 
the reign ()f Wu~ti hi_s son. The date of its compilation we may set 
down t?_-the Western· Chin period, b:ut the bulk of the contents relates 
to the _times extending down from the closing years of the Wei to the 
early part of the Chin dypasty. 

Before leaving the present eh.apter, it will be well to make a passing 
comment on the mountains by the nam~ of Pu-han-shan, which are thus 
mentioned in the Su-shen-chuan of the Ohin-shii: "The Su-shen tribe, 
also called I-lou, live to the. north of Pu-han-shan." Mr!'·~~ - 45 te ~' 
;{£ ~ m\t UJ ~t- It has been · generally supposed on the basis of the above 
statement that Pu-han (shan) was the earliest vernacular name known 
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of the mountains, and that it corresponded to T'u-t'ai-shan %t X Ul, which 
is mentioned in the vVu-chi-chuan. J7J E~ of the Wei"'.shu ft• as: "To 
the south of the country rise the T'µ-t'ai-shan Mountains. 11 il m ~ ~ X 
lll,1

> Now, the Jl,Jo-ho-chuan of the Hsin-t'ang-shu ~fr ~-iU® ~ says, 
.'' The T'ai-pai_ Mountains [Ohang-pai-shan] are. also called T'ut'ai-shan,'' 
x·s_ Ill# E115E .X Ill ;2> __ and · o:n . the assumption that Pu:-hanshan was 

another name for T'u-t'ai-shan, it naturally has .been identified with 
the modern Ohang-pai-shan Mountains. There has been also proposed 
a philological explanation of the.· riame Pu-h1;1n, ·that it was a transc;. 
_ription · from the Tunguse word bukan, which signified ·heaven. It 
i~. inde_ed very remarkable, however, that the Su-shen,ku.o-chi., · that 
chief source of the_ Su-she~-chv.an, says nothing w hateyer of the. Pu-han­
sh;ui, in describing the· country .of the Su~shen, · and this is the case 
wherever the book survives in quotations, whether in the rp'ai-P'fog;.yil­

la.n, in the commentaries on the Han-yilan, in the Shih-chi-cherig-i, or 
in the annot,ation on ,the Biography of Kung Yung in the Hou-hdn­

shu. Neither is the name found in the Hai-wai-Jisi-ching .m.7'f- Im~ 
of the Shan-hai-ching, which, together with Kuo Po's fE~ commentarfos 
upon .it, must have contributed some m'aterial to the Su-shen-chit,an; Bll.t 
it. is in another chapter of the. Shan-hai-ching, namely, Ta-huang-pei­

ching * JiB ;ft*~,. that we find it m~ntioned as: "In the rernotest region 
there ar~ cerfain mountains by the name of Pu-han. They are within 

the country of the Su-shen tribe."* Ji5 z i:f:r~ Ill, ~ 8 ~ ~' ~ mfi'l)}t ~ Z 
ffiij.3) This is the only ·probable . origii1 to which the mention of the 

Pu-han mountains in the-Su-she'n-chuanmfght be traced, thoug11:'it must 
be granted that the ~istorian was abusing his material in assigning them 
to the south of the .country ... _ The .question \s, however, what credibility 
there is in this mention of Pu-han-shan by the Shan-hai-ching? From 
what we know of the general character of the book, it is hard to believe 

. it was based on any definite geographical fact. After all, the existence 

1) Chap. 100; the corresponding name is spelt q& ;k (ts'ung-t'ai) in the Wu-chi-chuan 
of the Pei-shih ~t. i!, &J. ~ -~· 

2) Chap. 219. 

3) Shan-hai-ching, chap. 17. 



of the Pu-han-shan Mountains is, open to questiont .• and so· long as it is, 
it would be futile to attempt to· identify tl:+em with t.he Ohang-pai~shan, 
on the. str@gth of that passage -in the Su-shen-chuan. _ 

-, There is· another part of' the Su-shen- chuan text which requires further 
,comment. - Below the passage just' ah:Jve · discussed; we read: · " It lies 
. about 60 days' )9urney 'from Fu;."yih" and this was obviously taken from 
-the_ Su~shen-kuo~cM:. Seeing that .the. Su-shen or the l)ou were imme'." 
diate- neighbours of · the Fu.-yu, :and that the latter are provable, as I 
liold; to have had ~heir ho1+1e. in!' the modern district of A-le-ch'u-k'o 
~tf;~~1>, we must needs admit that the journey/as alleged; was ab­
surdly long. · Behind . this overs ta temen t ·- there was perhaps this circum­
stance that those who went on Ssu-rna Chao's mission to the Su-shen. 
tribe· found it to their interes_t, for sonie reason or other, to exaggerate 
the dis_tahce they liad travelled'. . 

OUAPTER. V 
. . 

"The Su-shen's tributary mi~sioris in the Chip and Succeeding 
Periods, and .. the Oir~umsta~ce,s iu W,hich They were Sent. 

_ . • 'Tlle tribute-:carrying · mi~sion· from the Su~shen to be noticed for 
the -e~r ly part· of the , Western Ghin period -agree~. with -the last _ one fo 
the -list of their miss10ns 'givkn :-at -the ·beginnfog -of the preceding chapter. . . 
It occurred in the·5th year bfPla~1,;.ni/ng (A. D.--279), and j~: thus· recorded 
iri the Annals of Wu-ti,iri the Chi;t-shu, under the 12th month of the 
year: "-The ,Su~shen- came and·· presented hii arrows and stone arrow­
he~ds."2> Then we -m~et thfs· · passage in the account of the · Su-shen 
pet>ple in the saine history: cc:jn 1 the beginning of Yuan.ck'nng of Wu­
ti, -they came again with tribute." (See Sect,ion E of the quotation froni 
tl;te Su-sh'en-chuan in Ch~pte;:.·nr\:: But this reco~d .is open to question. 
We know tl1:e 1st · year of Yu,a-it~J/a~g (A. D. 291) was n·~t included in . . 

~ . . . 

1) This will be fully. discussed in the' author's "Stndy of the Fu-yu '', to be published 
subsequently. 

2) Ohin-shu, chap. 3. 
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the reign of Wu-ti, · but coincided with the 2nd year of that of his suc­

cessor Hui-ti ~ m. And it_ is only until, and no later than, the 1st year 

of Hui-ti that frequent tributes from various eastern tribes appear in the 

Dynastic Annais in the history. Perhaps '" the 1st year of Yuwn-lc'ang" 

Jc mt· was· an error -for what should have been '' the 1st year of T'ai­

k'ang" :;t mt, the year following the 5th year of Ha1~-.n·i·ng in the reign 

of Wu-ti~ At_ any rate, we can be certain, on the aut~ority of the 11 

Dynastic Annals, that the Su-shen paid their first tribute to the Western .. 

Chin, dynasty in the 5th year ?f Han-ning, that is to say, after ·the 

dynasty had . been for more than ten ye3irs iil existence. 

The next record of the tribe's_ tribute ,is that which occurs in the 

Annals of Jiian-ti 5f: m, under the 8th monthofthe 2_nd .year of 'l''ai'­

hsing *~ (A. D. 319): . "The Su-shen presented hu arrows and stone 

arrowheads."1> This was the same occasiot1 to which the Bii-sheri:,chuan 
. ' 

refers, saying: "On the_ restoration of the dynasty by. Yiian'.'ti, they 

came again to Chiang-tso 'll: :tr, [the region east of the· Yang-:-tzu-chiangl 

and preser1,ted stone arrowheads:_,, (See Section E of the above quotaion 

from the book). The said 2nd ·year of T'ai.-hsirig w,as the. year uext but 

one· aftet that in which Yiian-ti ascended the. throne at Chien-k'ang Ii 
. . ·. '. . . 

Mt, modern Nanking, as the first emperor of the Eastern Chin dyn_asty .. 

Kuo P'u, writipg in that dynastic period, . prqvides a note on " the 

country of Su-shen" mentioned in the -Ta-huang-pei-:-ching·· in the 

Shan-hai-ching: " In the_ 3:rd year. of T'a,i-Cl}sing _ of Chtn, the Magistfate 

of the Province of P'ing-chou, Tsai Pt se~t his. secr:etarrl nam,ed ~ao 

Hui; to present the court with the bows, arrows, a:o.d arrowheads brought· 

to_ him by the Su-shen .. They [the .arrowheads]' looked m~ch like.those 

made of copper or bone. On enquiry, [the Su-shen messenger] replied· 

that the article originated from the land within the seas [ viz. China 

proper], the intercourse with which had enabled tliem t_o use it." . :wf * 
. ~ ~ !¥, 1f fl'I WU §J:._ W ~, ii JJU • i@j -i-~ *; -~ liffi 'l:!l ~ z~ -!K, fii ffl. ~ 1J;L ~fnl 

.'ffi.' 1t ':ffr. FRi ~, ff~~ FJ liI mi, 1l ffl .II:t.2) And the am~otator goes on: "Now 

the country is called I-lou, which. yields· fine sables and red jewels . 

. 1) Chin-shu, chap. 6. 
2) Bhan-hai-ching~kuang~chu, chap. 17. 
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How could it be that the article in question originated in China, to be 
introduced there? Th1s is what the Ho11,-han-shu speaks of as I-lou." 
+~~•m•~ m~m~£ ~~~~•w~~~ ~a•Mm• 
~ ~ -fil.1> No doubt these commentaries of Kuo P'u relate to the same· 
occasion of the Su-shen's mission under consideration; .although we must 
admit that, here, the 2nd year of T'ai-hsing is mistaken for the 3rd .. 

Ele~en years later, in the 5th year of Han-ho ~ ;f:i:i of the Eastern 
Chin emperor Cheng-ti ~ * (A. D. 330), when Shih Lei 1:i tiJproc1E1.,imed 
h1rnself emperor of the, Later Chao ~ Mi dynasty ~t Hsiang'-kUO ~ ~ 
(tlie :niodern Shun-te Hsien Ill~ w.#., Ta-ming Tao * ~ i@:, in the pro­
vince of Chili),. and. opened his own era under t~e name of Chien-p{ing­
~ 2¥-, his c~mrt received from the Su-shen a tribut.e of hu arrows. Vari:. 
ous other tribes, fat and 11ea:r, sent in their tribute on the same occasion_. 
AU this is clear from the biography of Shih Lei, contained in the '.Hmi-- . 

· chi ~ l'/ti of ·the Ohin-shu, which will be quoted hereafter. . 1 ' .. 

A few years later in the same reign of Cheng-ti, the Su.:.shen seem 
to fowe carried tribute to the court of another self-procfaimed emperor, 
Shih Hu 15 re, (or Shih Chi-lung 15:f~H), at the city of Yeh ~ (the 
modern Chang~te Hsieh fHl w.%, Ho-pei-Tao ifiJ ;/U]!, in the Province of 
Ho-nan), " In the reign of CheI1g:-ti, they tendered tribute to Shih Clii:­
lung," is the passage. relating to this event discoverable in th0 Si1;-shen.:. 
chu<Jln of the Ohin-shu, and tliis was apparently taken from Lru H:m's. 
~ 1m work,- Yeh:._chung-chi ~ ltl ~c.. . As has been reniarked, the notes on 
the Ha,n.,yua_n enable us, to infer that the origin:al Yeh-chung-chi con­
tained thatpassage, although it is absent from the text reclaimed ·from' 
the Yung-lo-ta-tien 7]( ~ * $1!: and published in one volume of the series.• 
Wv,-y-ing-tien .. chu-chen-pan-tsung-shi1, JEt ~ ~-~ ~ Jtoc° ½ i!, The above ac­
count, however, does not _give precise date· of the event.. Nor do the 
notes on the Han~yuan furnish us any more information abou~ it, even 
while saying: '' The Su-shen live to the north-west of Yeh, 50,000 li 

. . 

from Yeh.· They sent a mission [to the court at Yeh], .which arrivecl. 
after four years, and presented stone arrowheads and hu arrows." But, 

. ' 

in the Tzu-chih-t'ung-chien ~ W-t jifi ~ we read an episode told of Sbih 
1) Ibid. 
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Hu, which seerns to throw light on the quest1on •of the date. This 

upstart monarch, eager to·•aggrandise h1mself, followed the ~dvice of his 
chief secretary named Wang Po :F. iBl, tu send to the King · of Shu-han 

Jo ~' Li ShoU: :$ fi;, the hu arrows aU:d · stone arrow heads brought by the 
Su-shen. The idea was to display to his Shu,.;han rivai how his moral 

influence was· drawing a far.:off people: Ori receiving the gif( however~ 
the Shu-han lord. simply turned it· ;int~: a· ·vehicle ',fo~ laughing at the 

boaster, decl~ring, "The envoys of the· Ohieh' ffl have c;me to our· court, 

ai~d offer~d US. tribut~ of hu arrows !"1
> For Shih Hu was 8, inari'. of.the . 

Ohieh: tribe·, which was ·a· bra@h of· th~ ... Hsiung-nu 'iliJ'PX race: Now) 
this incident is . placed in the 6th year :o{ Jian~lc'a~g ·JelZ· i. of Cheng~tr 

(A. D. 34:0); it w~s probably in th~ sknie year fa. which-the S~-she~ 
l;)rought tribute·t◊ ·Yeh: According to the•:era of' the L~ter'Oliao· dynasty,;. 
it' ·was. in. the 6th year of Chien-Wu )i:ftt. ·A: 'similar account of. the -

same event may be read in the biographyofBhih Ohiilµng(in thJ ,.Tsai~ 
chi" of th~ Ghi1·i-shu,2

Y but there it 'is !not indicat~d that the hu arrows 

li.e se~t to th~ Shu;.han court were. taken frorb. ·wh~t he' had received' 

from the I~lou or th~ · Sri-shed. 

' The· foregoing fmir ; are all. the :,inst~~ces· of tribut:e frofu. the . Su­

shfa which fall within the Chin p~~iod;· ·: III the· follo~ing ~poch ofthe 
'' Southern ~nd 'Northern Dyhasties/i the,;Su-shin· missio:i:l'see{-ris: t~ ,hav~ 
a;rived t;ice. . The first case·· occurs h1 : tl~e Annals . or B:Jiao-w~1-ti ·:¥: it 
1ir in. the Sung~shu, in, the following p~·ssaif ;elating to th:e 11th month 

of th~ 3rd · year ·of Tai-rt~ing (A. DA59t· "The· Kao-chii.':-li people se~t 
,. ' . . .. 
~ mission to present their nativ'e ·products.:·. The S'u~sheri, cor:hing by 
ti.sing repeated interpretations, off~red :hu ai-1ows artd st~n~ arrowheads.1

> 

The: western Region sent d~ncing [c'ifous] ;horses.·,/ ·r~:dli Ii ii ~ Ilk ::15 l/'JJJ • . 

·• ·i:il Ii :i: ~ • ** ~; ~ ~ [? ~], ~ ~· •-1t$ J~:4> · The other case is that men­
tioned in the A1-;mals of Wen-hsuan-ti ;Ci 1f.f, in: the P~i-ch'~-shu ~t 7A 
if, under the 7th month of the 5th year of 'Pi~n-pao 'J{ * (A. D.:554): 
" The Su-shen · sent an envoy to pay tribut~." • ·f;)t ~ ft lJI ffet.5> 

1) '1.'zu-chih-t'ung-chien, caphap. 96, Ohiu-chih, is. 
2) Chap: 106. . 
3) The original characters are Ji~ (stone crossbows), which evidently sh~uld have 

read Ji~- 4) Chap. 6. 5) Chap. 4. 



- 151 --'• 

· The six tributary missions from the Su-shen thns enun-1.erated for 
the Chin and succeeding periods may be shown in a list as follows, in 
the order . in which they occurred :__:__. " 

(Date), · (The mission arrived at) 
The 5th year of He,n-ning, under Wu""ti of the_ Western 

_c____C_h_in_dyrtasty (A. D. 279) ... _. . . < • ..... ·, . , .... Lo-yang. 
The 2nd.year of 'I.1'a·i-hsin.,g, under Yiian-ti of the Eastern 

Chin dynasty (A. D. 319) .. · ...... '. .· .... : ... : ... -Chien-k'ang. 
The 1st yea~ of (!hien-jr'in!J, under Shih Lei of the L~ter 

Chao dynasty, . viz; the 5th year of Han-ho, ll.nder 
Cheng-ti of the Eastern Chin~ dynasty (A. P.'. .. 330) .• Hsiang-kuo. 

The. 6th year qf Gh:ien-wu, under S,hih Hu of the Later-: 
.. . . Chao dyna$ty,_ viz. the ,?th year of Han-k'ang, under 

Cheng-ti of the Eastern Chin dynasty (A. D. 340) .. ,Yeh. 

1
,. The 3rd year of 'Tai-ming, under Hsiao-wu-ti .of the Sung _ 

·· · dynasty (A. D. 4$9) .. _ .. -~ : .. · .... ~ ............. _.·., ,.Chien"'k'ang. 
_ Tlie 5th year 'oi T'ien-pao, i;ind Wen-hsiian-ti of the 

Northern Ch'i dynasty (A~ D. 554) ..... : ....... _.Yeh .. 
Now let us proc~ed to_ i1J.quire :~In what cfrc~mstarices w:as the 

tribute brought on each o~casion ? 

In the first place, we must notice that• in the: Western_ Chi11 period, 
the-·latter half, bf the :re1~ri of Wu_-ti . is especially ·remarkable for the 
nu~ber of missions and p:resentation.s' the chinese court receiv.ed· from. 
various wild tribes of the :easL To quote histori9al account~ qf, them 
from the Annals of Wu:.ti in the Chin-shu under the successive dates :1>-. ' . ' ' 

·_ 'rhe 2nd year of Han-11.ing (A. D. 276)_, the 7t]:l. month~" 17 tribes 
of. the east came to tender their allegiance." '· 

Th~ 3rd year of· the. sarrie era (A. D. 277)-'.' During· the y~ar, [the 
chiefs of] the promiscuous tribes of the ~orthwest, the wild tribes 

.. of the Hsien-pei, Hsiung-nu, and Wu-hsi E.·m: stocks, and 3 eastern 
tribes, totalling_ over one thousand for . the whole year, each followed 
by his- kinsfolk and tribesmen, pre~ented themselves to declare ad­
hesion.'-' 

I) Chap. 3. 
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The 4th year. of the same era (A. D. 278), · the 3rd. month-'' 6 
eastern tribes brou.ght · tribute. During the year, 9 eastern tribes 
manifested. adhesion.'.' 

·The 5th year of the· same era (A. D. 279), the 12th month-" The 
Su-shen came and. presented. hu arrows. and. stone· arrowheads." 

The 1st year of 'T'ai-)c'an:g (A. D. 280), 'the 6th· month-" 10 east­
ern tribes came to tend.er submission. In autumn, in the 7th montb, 
20· eastern tribes brought tribute;" 

The 2nd. year of the same era (A. D. 281), the 3rd. month-'' 5 
eastern tribes ·brought tribute: · In summer, in the 6th month, 5 
eastern tribes tendered..· their allegiance." 

'l'he 3rd year of the sanie era (A .. D. ·282), m the 9th month~ 
"29 eastern tribes nianifested submission, and. presented. their locaf 
products." 

. . 

The 7th year of the same era (A. D. 286),. the 8th month-" n 
eastern tribes declared. adhesion: During the year, . the Fu-nan #c 
i¥.i an~ other tribes numbering 21, and. the Ma-han .I ~ and ot]::i.ers 
numberinK 11,· sent envoys to carry tribute to court" 

The 8th year of the same era (A. D. 287)-'· 2 eastern· tribes ten-
dered submission." ' . ' .. 

The 9th year of the same era' (A. D. 288:), the 9th month-" 7 
- . . ·.. . .' 

eastern tribes came to [Tung;.iJ Chiao..:wei to declare adhesion. 
The 10th year of the same. era (A: D. 289), the 5th month-" 11 

' . . 
eastern tribes tendered. their aHegiarine. During the year, more than 
30 e~stern tribes froin. remote dista~~es, and more than 20 south­

. western tribes, brought tribute." 
The I st year of I1'ai.-his (A. D. 290), the 2nd. month~" 7 eastern 

tribes came to offer presents." 
Passing from. the Anrials of Wu-ti to those of Hui-ti, his successor, 

we read there, .relat~ng to 

The 1st year of Yuan-k'ang Jt ~ (A. D. 291), i. e., the year follow­
ing the accession of IIui-ti: " During the year, 17 eastern tribes, 
and. 24 tribes of the southern region came to the Chiao-wei to tend.er 
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their allegiance. "1
) 

And this is the last instance in which we meet with any account 
of~this kind in the Chin dynastic chronicles. 

We may now take up the chapter of Twng-i-chuan in the Oliin­
shu.2> There the facts of submission and presentation are mentioned 

. separately for each eastern people or each group of eastern . peoples 
in the account provided· for· each. Thus, we· read about the Fu-yu 
tribe: 

"During the reign of Wu-ti, they came and presented tribute in 
repetition, until they were attacked and beaten by Mu-yung K ttei 
.in the 6th year of T'ai-k'ang [A. D. 285]." fEt 1f:f If.!¥, ffel 3Ji ~}] ffel· .~ }.( · 
Mt/\ ~,·~·~tt~ JWDiJ!l. 

' About the Ma-han tribe: 

'' rn· the 1st year [A. D. 280], and again in the 2nd year, of T'ai­
lc'ang of Wu-ti, their chief sent envoys with a tribute of local pro­
ducts, and tbis wa~ repeated in the 7th, 8th, and 10th years. In 
the lst year· of T'ai-hsi [A. D. 290], they came to the Tung-i-chiao­
wei, Ho K'an ,fi'iJ ii, to offer presents. In the 3rd year of Han-ning 
[A. D. 277], they made their appearance again; in the following year, 
they renewed their allegiance." fEt **Mt ft ~' = ~' * .:E !Pl Hi flf!, A 
jt 1; lffu. -l: 1P, i\ ~, + ~, 3t Jl ~- ::tc I~~ ft ~, ii JR ~ .~ it fiiJ A J: ~­
~ ~ .=: 1P ,Ut *· aJ:J ~, 3( ~N FJ ff#. 

Then about the Ch'en-han JR ¥.¥ tribe: 
"In the 1st · year of 'T'ai-k'ang [A. D, 280], their king sent envoys 

to present their local products. · In the 2nd year, sent another mis­
sion to pay iribute. In the 7th year, they appeared once more." fEt 
111 7-( Mt :JG ~' :ft :E it f3! IILJ; lffu. = 1f:. 1lOl~ w1 jt. --e ~' 3t 3fi. 

Next comes that passage on the Su-shen .tribe, with references to the 
payments of tribute by the I-lou people, which has been already exa­
mined and need not be quoted again. 

· Then follows the passage on the Wo-jen ~ A, the ancient Japanese, who 
"sent envoys in the beginning of T'ai-shih [A. D.265?]. They arrived 

1) Chap. 4. 
2) Chap. 97. 
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by using repeated. interpretation, and. presented tribute." ~ ~is iJJ, ~ 
~. ~A ftt. , 

Finally comes the passage under the heading ". Ten tribes,. Pei~li and so 
forth" r~ ~l ~ + ~- Here, as has ·been remarked, the 4°tribes including 
Pei-li Etre said each· to .have sent a small clan to presei1t their native 
products in the 3rd year of 'P.'ai-shih (A. D. 267) ; and the other 6 tribes 
incl_uding Mou-nu :-41 :t!Z, each to have sent ·~ mission to . the Tu.ng-i­
chiao-wei, Ho K'ari, in order to manifest their allegiance, in the begii-;miiig, 
?.f, rp'ai"'hsi (A. D. 290). . 

It. is a_hnos_t cert(1irt th.at both the· Dyn.astic Annals ai;i.cl.. the :Pung­
i'"chuan cl.rew informatiqn from,a. common source, so far as regards the 
contact into which those eastern tribes came 1vJth the Chinese govern­
ment. The fori~er hfatory, however, has this peculiarity that., it invari­
~bly,mentions tl:,ose adhering peoples just as .' 1 so and so: 'many tribes,'' 
~ithot1t specifying thei,r tribe names.' This was, if I ip.-ay .rep~at the 
view: above o:ffer~d, not· be~ause the historiograpl:iers could n_ot obtain 
their specific names~ :but. becausy they saw. :qtto, omit them for· brevity's 
sake ... .!nd, if we re~1 ur.1,der the 7th year of 'T'ai-k'ang, the _phrases. 
,·, Fu~nan and- other trib~s," and " Ma-han and other tribes ", I think 

"~hese·_ can scarcely be '.called· ·exc:ptions .. For the form.er ~,er1!1 may easily 
" 

" 

haye · been intended as a· rhetorical· variation. for: ''. Nan-man m.fl" ' ". . .. : . ., (.· ' . ······ -. . .. '• . '. '. ' ··. 

(southern wild. tribes), and the latter for" Tung-i JR ~ (ei;tstern tribes)." 
It. will be further noticed that the passage in question mentions, as in 
the sam~ year," first the submission of "Jl. eastern tribes", and then 
that of "11 tribes,-Ma:::harr and so forth." · But the· probabiHty •is that 
those seemingly different facts were really one . and the s~me. Very 
likely it was a case· where reports ·of one occurrence were obtained}rom 
two different sources, and . the f?,ilure to recognize this resulted in the 
duplication: 

But the one real_ exception is the Su~shen; Their name alone is 
specified, and · moreover, their tribute alone is particularized~-as hu 
arrows and stone arrowheads. And the annalist,· in giving this peoplJ 
such special treatment, was no d~mbt influenced by the t~aclition per-· 
taining to the classic Su-shen. As for the tribe's appearance· on this 
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occasion. itself, it does not seem there were at1y remarkable circumstances 
about it, such as had been witnessed in the previous case. This took 
place in the 5th year of I-Ian-ning, that is to say, 15 years after the 
rise of the W esterri Chin dynasty, and we need not in:iagine that J Wu­
ti would have.had any spedal snducement to.invite them, as his father once 
had 'done. We shall remember,. too, 'that that period of his reign was 
particularly alive with the· declarations of submission and the offerings 
of tribute. which the eastern tribes in. general were performing- through 
the intermediary of the rung-i"'.chiao~wei, residing at Liao-tung: In all 
probability the Su..:shen brought tribute in just the same way as their 
neighbours. 

·· _I hope it will not be tqo much of a digression. to. call attention. to 
our :fack of kn<?W l~dge as ,to- w p:at, inte~course Crlina _ vy-as having witli 
K_ao-chu-li in the early years of tl?-e Chin, dynasty. Until the fat. :ye.ar 
<;>f Yuan-lc'ang, of Hui-ti, so many rn:lighbouring peoples had be_en com­
m1:tnicating with China,-from)he north of Manchuria, the Fu-yu and'. 
the Su-shen or the I-lou; fro:m the unknown region even _beyond theit_ 
borders, those_ ten tribes, Pei-li an(]. the allied peoples; from the south 
of, the Korean peninsula, the Ma-han- and the Ch'~n-han; and.from the 
~outheastern seas, still farther, the W o, or the Ja panes~. Yet we hear 
:i;iothing of the Kao-chu-li people, and it is not a little strange, seeing 
that they were living nearer than any of the above~mentioned ··peoples; 
~heir country stretching from the south of Manchuria to Northern Korea, 
so as to intervene between- China and the homes ,of· those eastern and 
southeastern tribes. It-is not only that ~he Tir,_ng-i-chuan _of the Chi-n­
shu, ~acking a heading for the Kao-chu~li, is silent, about them; but a~ 
-yve read the Annals of the Dynasty, it seems even impossible to suppose 
it was even implied that they_ were among "so and so many eastern 

. tribes" who: pai4 tribute. TherE;J seems no reason, howe:ver, to assume 
that the. Kao-chu-li alone kept :aloof from the general tendency. If the 
_'Pung-i-chuan _ provides no account of them, may. we not suppose that it 
was because the original records of contemporary knowledge of them, 
which might have been used by the historian, had been lost,-from some 



cause or other, before' the compilation of the book which belonged to a 

later period '? The same . thing may be said of· the treatment of this 

people by the· Lia,ng-shu ~ !=, the work produced. in the T'ang period 

as well as. the Oliin-shu. • Indeed it has a Kao-chil-li-chuan of its own, 
which provides · a narrative, evidently taken from the Wei-chih, or direct 

from its: source book Wei'-liao, of thei; .conquest. by the Wei general 

Kuan-chiu Chien,· adding this remark: · " Aftel;'wards tliey again com­
rriunicated with the Middle Kingdom." ;it~ 1Jl ffi i:f:t Jr. And later on it 

. . . ' . 

says: "_During the disturbance of· Yung'-chia: [at the close of.the West~ 
er·n Chin dynasty], the chief of the ·Hsien:-pei,. Mu-yung Kuei, occupied 

Ta-chi-cheng in. Ch'ang-li, and upon him Yuan~ti [bf the Eastern Chin] 
. . . 

conferred the, office ?f Magistrate of P'ing-chou Province. The king of 
the Kao-chti.-li, r~fu~li,. encr~ached upon Liao-tung aga1n a~d again, but, 
Kuei could not restrain him.'' if%~ ~L; ~ _. ~~ ~~, ~-g\ ~*)WR~' JG 
* ~ .Lf- Jl'i wu t. /;:iJ .IEE L qf., lU, il ~ ~· ]R, Ji .~ g~ tlJ~l) But it .tells us no- ' 
thing at all about how the Ka()-chii-lt behaved during the Western Chin 
period. Otherwise, the Kao~chu-li:-chuan i~ · a fairly comprehensive· 
account, with a corisiderable ·arnount of detail about the people, going as 

'. . . 

far back as the Han and Wei times ; and this consideration precludes 
' . 

the idea that any· ava±lable d!:i,ta should\ have been purposely neglected. 
So· in this case too the historical gap must be 'ascribed to the same cause,· 
.:_that the record of 'the people a~ regards the period under observation 
had ~anished before the history was compiled. . 

The Kao-chu~li king I-fu-li, it may be noted by the way, who is said 

to. haye troubled. Liao .. tung with ~epeated raids _at the beginning of. tJ:ie 
Eastern Chin period, coincides, in the Annals of the Kao-chu-li dynasty 

~ 1iJ Hi* *E, · in. the Korean history · San-kuo-shih-chi =- if FJ:. ~2,, with 
"Mei-chuan-wang I-fu ~-· JII ~LI~-" The genealogy of these chronicles 

. . 

shows hirt1 to have been a great-great-grandson of Tuhg-chuan-wang 
Yu-wei-chu JRJll.:E~f:u:m. On the Chinese side also,.the Kao-chu~li-

·- .-

. chi~an, both of the Wei-:shu ~ ii and of the Pei-shih ~t Et:, puts him in 
the same relation to Wei-kung 1ft 'g, that is, Yu-wei-chu ~f:u:m himself.' 
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To return to the Chin Dynastic Annals, it is noticeable that the 
frequent payment of tribute by the eastern tribes came to an end early 
in the reign of H ui-ti. This must have been due to the " War of the 
Eight Princes" /\ 3: Z iiiL, which kept the whole empire in a ferment 
for 16 long years (A. D. 291-306). It was during this period that the 
famous inroad of the "Five Hu Races" E. M took place on all sides, 
and one· of its many scenes ·was enacted where various outstanding 
families of the Hsien-pei origin established their tenacious influence along 

· the north-western coast of the. modern Gulf of Chi-li. The Tuan ~ 
seized the prefecture of Liao-hsi ~ ~, which lay west of Shan-hai-kuan 
Ill~ ~ID, about the lower course of the Luan-ho ~ M; and the Mu-yung 
made themselves masters of the prefecture of Ch'ang-li ~ ~, embracing 
the lower basin of the Ta-ling-ho * !&M; while on the outside of the 
prefecture of Liao-tung, the Yu-wen f Jt asserted a power no less for­
midable. By and by, Liao-tung itself became a scene of internal strife. 
In the 3rd year of Yv,ng-chia 71( ~ of Huai-ti '/l w (A. D. 309), the 
governor of the prefecture named P'ANG PEN ~ * murdered the Tung­
i-chiao-wei resident there Li Chen $ ~ tq satisfy personal vengeance, and 
this gave occasion to the Hsien-pei inhabitants inside the Great Wall to 
rise in revolt. Many districts of the prefecture were taken by the rebels, 
the population scattered, and nearly all the. region thrown into anarchy 
for a couple o·f years. A new gove:rnor and a new Chiao-wei were appointed 
and proceeded to their posts, but they could do little to repair the situ-:­
ation, for the greater storm raging in the middle of China would not 
allow them to employ anything like an adequate force in that outlying 
quarter. At this juncture, it was Mu-yung Kuei who stepped forward 
to the rescue. He .sent his army into Liao-tung for the declared reason 
of serving the dynastic cause, subdued the Hsien-pei rebels, and deported 
them into his own territory. Liao-tung was thus barely saved for China; 
but thenceforward, the Chinese authority represented there by the Go"'. 
vernor of Liao-tung Prefecture, the Magistrate of P'ing-Ohou Province, 
and the Tung-i-.chiao-wei, greatly declined, and was scarcely allowed to go 
beyond the domestic adiministration of the prefecture.1

) 

1) Tzti-chih-t'ung-chien ~fit~~. chap. 87, Chin-chi, 9, passages on the 1st and 
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I am not going to dwell on the contemporary situation in North 
China in general, but cannot a~ord to omit the most important develop-

, ment, which· was brought about by the advance of the Hsii.mg-nu power. 
They had occupied the Shan-hsi district since the days of Hui-ti, and 
had been gathering influence very swiftly,· until at last in the 5th year 
,of Yu.n.g-chia (A. D. 311), their chief Liu Ts'ung JU li;it' captured Lo-yang 
y4H~, and again five years later, in the 4th year of· Chie11:.hsing ~ ~ 
.CA. D. 316), Chang-an :R §!. In the first instance he: seized Huai-ti, and 
in the next, Min-ti ~ 1if; and thus put a1i erid to the Western Chin 
dynasty. True; the line was picked . up again in the following year by 
Lang-yeh-wang Jui 3:1~ffl:=E~, the great-grand-nephew of Ssu-ma Chao, 
who ascended the restored·· throne at Chien-k'ang; but Noi-th China had 
beerr utterly and forever lost to the Chin house. This revolution left 
Liao-tung helpless. Still a domain of the Chin dynasty; it was now 
shut away frofn the dynastic seat and. from the main dynastic sphere 
so con.fined to the far south, and in the . meanwhile· it had to struggle 
to maintain itself between the various Hsien-pei ·powers on one hand 
and the . Kao-chu-li nation on the other. Thereupon, the head of the 
government of Liao-tung, Ts'ui Pi ~ -12, who was both the Magistr~te 
_of P'ing-chou Province and the·Tung-i-chiao-wei, made exertion to give a 
favourable turn to _the· situation. He manamyred to incite the Kao­
chu-li; the 'J.1uan Ut, and the Yu-wen rulers to 'combine their forces 
against their common rival Mu-yung Kuei. All went well until · their 
armies closed ·upon Kuei's capital at Chi-cheng ~:9ft (the modern-Chin 
Hsien &NH~, in the province of Liao-ning ~ * ~), but then Kuei showed 
himself a superior strategist by sowing dissension. among his· allied 
enemies, and finally compelling them to entreat for· peace. The plot 
of -Ts'ui Pi was disclosed,· and · he had to take refuge with the Kao-chu-li 
people, and after all, Liao-tung went to join the absolute possessions of 
Mu-yung Kuei. This happened three years after the f~ll of the Western 
Chin rule, in the 12tli month of the 2nd year· of T'aihsing of Yuan-ti; 
the founder of the Eastern Chin dynasty:1

l 

3rd .years of Yung-chia; Chin-shu, chap. 108, Tsai-chi, 8, Biography of Mu-yung Kuei. 
1) Ibid., chap. 91, Chin-chi, 13, passage on the 12th month of the 2nd year of Ta-

hsing; Ohin-shu, Tsai~chi, Biography of 1\lu-yung Kuei. · 
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The foregoing observation will give us some insight into the circums­
tances which brought about that tribute of the Su-shen, recorded at the 
beginning of the Eastern Chiri period. "The Su-shen presented hii 

arrows and '.stone arrow--heads," is what we have already read· in the 
Anrials of. Yuan·~ti, under the 8th month of the 2nd year of 'Ta.'i-hsing. 
It is the same event of which Kuo P'u gives a more detailed account in 
his ·notes on the Shan-hai-ching : "The Magistrate of P'ing-chu, Ts'ui 
Pi,· ~ent his secretary named Kao Hui to present the court with the 
bows, arrows, and arrowheads brought to him by the Su-shen. The 
stone arrow-heads looked very much like those made of copper or bone." 
And it is apparent that this act of Ts' ai Pi preceded by only a few 
months the unsuccessful. issue of his desperate struggle in Liao-tung. 
It might seem rather curious, however, that the Su-shen. should have 
returned after an absen,ce of some duration, to ren.ew their respects to 
the Chinese· authority at Liao-tung, at the very time wher1 its influence 
was at its lowest ebb. Still, it is not necessary to regard the Ohin-shu 
·and Kuo' P'u as. incredible in this matter. I suppose it is quite ima­
ginable that the Su-shen's tribute on this occasion was invited by Ts'ui 
Pi. For aught we know, this mah ma.y. have been laying out an am­
bitious plan in his own interest and so exerted himself, like Ssu-ma 
Chao, to draw the Su-shen with their auspicious tribute by which to 
glorify himself. Then he transferred the gift to the Chin court in the 
south, and we may say that he was turning it to further account, making 
it a means to bestow his blessing and congratulations on the restoration 
of the Chin dynasty. Moreover, there is a negative proof to support the . 
'above theory in the fact that never· subsequently did the court· in the 
south receiye any tribute from the Su-shen or the I-lou people,-from 
the time Liao-tung was possessed by the Mu-yung down the end of the 
dynasty. 

Liu Ts'uug, the destroyer of the Western Chin and the founder of 
his own Han rule, died in the 1st year of 'T'ai-hsi1ig (A, D. 318), and 
the throne vacated by his· death was seized by one of his generals, Liu 
Yao ;u BI, while one· of .his former colleagues Shih Lei 151&b he appoint­
ed the Duke of Chao Mr¾. 1n the fpllowing year he selected Chang-
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an as his new . capital, giving . his Kingdom the title of Chao. · But 

Shih Lei was not to· be co~tent with hi~ subordinate position; he asserted 
hiinself as another king, at the city of Hsiang-kuo· ·~ ~' assuming the 

royal title of Chao:-wang Ml±. · What had b~en the realm of Han was 

thus 'partitioned into Ch'ien (former) Chao llilJ MI and Hou (later) Chao 

1& ~, and for a time thereafter the two rivals divided the rule of North 
China. · Nine years later, hi the 3rd: year of Han-Jw of· Ch'eng-ti .of 

the Eas.tern Ol:~in (A. D.· 328), · however, the king of the Former Chao 
. . . 

led a large ar~ny into the country' of- the later Chao, and faid a siege 
to . its· capital -Lo-yang. But luck was on the side of the · attacked, 

Shih Lei-, who gave b~ttle to the aggressor, a~d w6i1. an overwhelming 
victory; Liu Yao was captured and executed; and his kingdom .of the -

former Chao extinguished. Shih Lei was now the. unrivalled master of 
Nortp. China: On the recommendation of all his ministers and (?fficials, 

he· assumed the supreme title of Huang-ti,_ ascending the imperial thrqne 
in the 5th year of Han-ho (A. D. 330). 

From the biography of Shih Lei provided iri the book of Tsai-chi 
-_ of the Chin;-shu, - it appears that at the. time of his accession there arrived 

numerous messengers and tributes -rrom various tribes far and near. 
Among the list we again discover the name of Su~shen. This makes 

the third of the -previously enunierated instances of their coming with 

tribute. And. there can. be no doubt . this was another case in which 
they were expressly called on· to perfor1n their traditi<:mal role, and it 

. was indeed -a· detail of a larger plot laid out to -gain_- Pt?Pularity for -the. 
-new regime. Witness this passage from the Tsai-chi :-

" Thereupon Lei assmned the title, · and ascended the throne, of 

Emperor. He proclaimed general amnesty, and commenced a new 

era styled Chien-p'ing ..... On this occasion, the Kao-chii-li and the · 

Su-shen offered their hu arrows7 Yii-wen Wu-lm also presented 

Lei wi_th superb horses'. The Satrap of Liang-chou Province, Chang 

Chiin, sent ?is chief secretary, named Ma Hsien, to offer to the 

throne the map of his jur~sdiction: He [Chang] also sent word to 

Kao-chang [Karakhojo], Yii-t'ien [Khotan], Shan-shan [about Lob-_ 

nor], and Ta-yiian [FerganaJ, causing them to present to court their 
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own· native products. The Satrap of Ching-ehou Province of'. the 
Chin [en1pire], Tao K'an, sent an official, by the· name of Wang 
Fu, to pay respects to Lei, ai:1d present him with rare treasures and 
curious animals of the region south of the River. Oh'in-chou sent 
white animals, including white antelopes; Ching-chou, white pheas­
ants an~ white hares. There grew Mn-lien,..li * ~ lfil [mysterioµsly 
united branches 6ftrees] at Chi-yin; sweet dew rained in Wan:.hsiang. 
In this way Lei saw .happy omens appear on all sides, a!ld 'far:.off 
peoples come longing for righteousness, · and for this reason he gave 
orders that all the criminals sentericed to less than three years should. · 
be pardoned, . and that ,the taxes in . arr~ars from the preceding year 

· remitted for all the p·eople."· f/J J!J {!@P ~ 1f1_ fft. *dit ~-FJ, ~ ft S ij!;· 
·1p-. · • • • ~ ~ 1:iJ ~' :ml ·fj; ~-~·~ ~, $ 3t ffi :fJLC ]ft ~ q; .• ~ r lJJ. ii i'i'I .!& ~-• 
~' ill:~~ J!H)B ~ iu'~; ~ ~, ·f-·~, il5 ~' * trHl, ~ ~ J5 lfw. lf ff!J fi'! 
t& ~ ifil, ~ ~ :&: ~ 3: lU~ :f lJJ, ~iI i¥J ;t. ~. Ji,, ~J~. * 1-lf ~ s ~,. S 
~' :1F!J fl'I ~ s ~:ft, s :%~ 15'11f ~f * ~ :l;fil, ·ij~ 2: ~ Jff, J~~- . lJJ t{ -~ f/M~ ff,,~ "J5 ·, : • •. l . . . , . , . 

~ ~, !I]!(~~ 3fJJ B T, :t1n~d½ *~ill! ~-1
~ 

On. the death of· Shih Lei, his sceptre, which should have passed 
to liis son and rightful heir,. Hung iJ.L, was sn~tched .by Shih H11 (~iz.' .. 
Shih Chi:.lung), a nephew of Shih Lei and one of bis veteran generals .. 
This nmv master of the Later :Chao removed his capital to. Yeh,in the 
1st year of I-Ian-k'ang ~r,lt (A. D. 335) of Ch'eng-ti of the Eastern Chin;. 
and a little fater, in the 6th year .of the sai~e era (viz.' the (3th year. of 
the Later Chao era of Chien'.""WD:, A. D. 340), ,the 8u-shen brought tribute 

' . 

to his court: In the. previo'us list of .the Su:.shen's tributary. missions, 
. this stands next after that se~t to Shih Lei's court at Hsiang-kuo .. · It 

must have been· on this occ~sion, indeed, that Shih Hu .took s~131e of 
the .tribute of hu arrows and sent them boa~tfully · to · the· monarch of' 
Shu-han as seen before. · Once more we must suspect that· tI?-ere was at 
w~rk the ·old policy of inviting t.he indispensable tribe. In. this matter 
Shih Hu had on'iy to imitate his former master, with whose so recent 
example· he must have been· quite inti~a~e. We rnay remember tliat the 
Yeh-clnmg-chi rn~akes the. Su-sher~ messengers then speak as·· f~llows : 

1) Ohin-shu, chap. :105. 
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~' We. -saw ◊~1r cattle al).d hors~s sleep with their heads towards the, south­
west: for three, years rurmit1g, and thus we k1:-1ew wherelay your "ri:iighty 
<;quntry. This is whr we came, We had always b~en lookfog .. for this 
$ign.'.·'. But the fictitious nature of this slory is so apparent that it·does 
not _affect tJ1~ above view._· 

In·the·pe:dod of the Sou~hern,ar1d Northern Dynasties which followed, 
history '-n~cords two rnissions from the Su-shen; The first occurred in 
the 3rµ year of 'Fa-ming ::k:, r!)j of Hsiao-wu-ti :~ it1I'.f of the Sung House 
(A. D. 459), the dynastic annals of the Siing-shu relating that, in the 11th 
mo11;tli of the.· year, "the Kao-chii-li sent a missiot1 to present their ·native 
prodlicts. ,. 'rhe Su-shen arr:ived by usii:lg repeated translatiohs, and offered 
their bu :arr,ows an_d. stone arrowheads:"1

i . This does not quite ·agree with 
the corresponding account provided by the Kao-chu-li;.chua~ 'in the sarhe 
history, which runs-: ,rln the 3rd year of, 'Pa-ming, they [K~;-chii-li] 

• f. . . . ~ • . . ' . . ' • . . 

~gain -presented the hu arrows arid stone arrowheads of the_ Su..'.shen." 
::k: HJ:l-= !rf-, X ~--'It' a: tii_*' 1::i ~.2

> Both eviden'ces taken together, how­
ever, rnay suggest that ·the'·Su-shen rnission at th~t time- came in com­
pany with that Of. the Kao~chii-lL Is it proba~le, then, that the t_wo 
peopl~s ~er~ i~ direct, mutual intercourse at that_, period ? I should 
a:hswer jt . is, for the said 3rd year of Ta;.rnfog synchronizes wf th the 
~7th year of chah~-shou-~an~ -li: ~ ±, the king of t;he Kao-~hii-li, arid. 
it is probabl~ that prior to that point iri the Korean: reign, the_ nation 
had extended her sph.-ere of fofl uence ai~l far no~th as the land of F,u;., 
yii., that is, the modern district. of A-le-ch'u-k'o.3

> 

1) Sung-shu, chap. 6. 
2) Ibid, ch'ap. 97. · 
3) Tai-wu-ti of the. Later-Wei dynasty, sent his emoy Li· Ao $ '}J!( to the Ifao-chi.i., 

li king_ 9,han~-shou-wang !l: f!; :E. to appoint him by writ a. vassal king. Itw as in the 
23rd year _of the reign of the king (A. D. 435), and the Kao-c.11vdi-chnan of the_ Wei­
~ku (chap. 100), referr.ing to 'this occasion, rnys: '' Ao arrived at the city of P'i:i:ig-jang, 
where the king resided. He, inquired about the size of the country, and was informed, 
that it lay. more foa.,n -1,000 , li . sou~h of Liao-tung, extending eastwards to C~a-Qheng, 
[viz. the modern district· of Chii-tzu-chieh Jm -=f- {!] in Chien-t::io ri'li p/j], southwards to the 
Hsiao-Hai [minor ocean], and northi·ard to the forme1· Fii-yu." 7.&, ~ ~ }]Tr,@ 2jS .. ~X, M 
;l't ti *; ~, I.if * ffi - 'T" n,9; fil, * ~ t:I t&, ffi ~ ,j, f.fiJ, ~t ~ ~ ~ ~-- ' 
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The Srr-shen p3,id their hst tribute to China after a long interval 
of one century, in the 5th year of 'T'ien-pao (A. D. 559) of the Northern 
Chi ;ft~ regime, or 4 years after Weri-hsii.an-ti Kao Yang 3t 'm' ~ ~11$ 
deposed Hsiao-ching-ti ~ Ff$ 1if' of the Eastern Wei JR~ line and pro- · 
cliimed himself emperor. In this case, there is nothing to hint that the 
tribe was expressly invited. This seems to be confirmed by the fa.et that 
one of their neighbours, Shih-wei ~ ~, too, had paid tribute in the 2nd 
and the 3rd years of the same era. 

Now we have seen the last of the Su-shen. Their name never occurs 
again in later chronicles, and the reason must be that they were soon 
after absorbed into the population of the newly rising co~mtry of the 

· Wu-chi mtr. 


