On the Hang or the Associations of
Merchants in China,
with Especial Reference to the Institution
in the Tang and Sung Periods
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INTRODUCTION

It is a well-known fact that in China there are associations of Il;erchants resembl-.
ing, in some degree, the guilds of the middle ages in Europe, formed around the
buildings called “ hui-kuan * & ff or f‘ kung-so ” /% i ; that duting the Ch‘ing
period thejr flourished most ; aﬁdvphat since the close of that petiod they have ceased
to be as active és before, and yet they are still numerously found in China. As
the buildings where the members of those associations meet ate called “ hui-kuan
or “ kung-so 7, the associations themselves are often called © hui-kuan » or kung-
so-” by many Japanese and Europeans, and also called Chinese gﬁilds by Eutopean
scholars for they resemble the European organisations of that name. Regarding
the conditions of the organisations during the Ch'ing' petiod, especially at the
close of the period, there are many studies by Occidental as well as by Japanese
scholars, but thete has been long felt a want in the studies on the otigin and eatly
history of the organisations. In the r1th year of Taishé & T (1 922), a study on the
buildings known by the niame of ““ hui-kuan ”, and the origin of the name, was
published by my friend Prof. Sei Wapa #n [ 5.0 Though it was rather a short
lecture, it may be regarded as the very first historical research ever published on the
subject. In the second year of Shéwa B fn (1927), the present writer also pub-

lished 2 study entitled “On zbe Associations of Merchants in the Teang and 1he

(1) Prof. Sei Wana: (On the Origin of the Hui-kuan and the Kung-so) @i Ao BIEIK 2
T, Shigaku-zasshi, Vol. 33, No. 10.
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Sung Periods” BRI ICHIT 28 A A 1FIC 2w T in which I tried to
prove that in the T‘ing J§ and the Sung % petiods there already existed some
sotts of organisation, which might be regarded as the forerunners of the “ hui-
kuan ” or “kung-so.”” Having continued my studies on the subject since, how-
evet, 1 have come to find some faults with my previous studies, and also some
points have come to my notice upon'which some new light can be thrown. This

~ paper is intended to present those points.

CHAPTER 1
Hang as the Streets of the Same Trade

In the T‘ang and the Sung periods, the merchants’ ‘associations were known
by the name of ““ hang ” 47, but the term “ hang ” was also used in the sense of a
street or street block consisting of shops dealing in the same goods or engaged in
the same trade. As there is reason to believe that the associations otiginated in
such a street of shops of the same trade, we will take up, first, consideration of the
“ hang * in this sense, and examine the passages where it is mentioned.
The T si-ping-yii-lan 7 7 #) 5,1 which was edited .at the beginning of the
Sung perio&, quoting the Hii-ching-chi V8 3% &, says
74 3 5L s SR K 7, TR P P L JB D85 2 0, DT 4 B =P, BB AL
ZSE—-+IEEH-FMLER |
L E, KA BRRG HATEL B L RREEHRITE
oS S, R I R, MR AR RS
“ According to the Hi-ching-chi, the Féng-tu-shib ¥ #375 of the Eastern
capital occupies an area of two fang £, br blocks. Each of the four sides of
the walled area is provided with three gates. " There arc some three hundred
and twelve ‘i’ (E;Kj or watehouses in all, and a hundred © hang *.”
| ““The Hsi-ching-chi says again, “In the sixth year éf Ta-yeh & 2% (610 A. D)

when various barbarian tribes came to pay homage to the empetor, they asked

(1) The T ai-p‘ing-yii-lan 7 751 ¥, Vol. 191, Section of the Shik 1.
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" him to grant them permission to engage in baster in the skib T, which the
Emperor Yang-ti 45 755 granted. Hereupon all the shops of the hang were
repaired and decorated, the ware houses repaired, and the roofs of the houses
were made even in height. Excellent goods wete piled up, and finely dressed
people busily came and went.” |
The two passages were, according to the T“wi-pSing-yi-lan, derived from the

Hysi-ching-chi, but the name of the Hsi-ching-chi is, I believe, ptobably a corruption
of the Liang-ching-chi T3 3% 7el, that is, the Liang-ching-hsin-chi Wi 3% 35 &2 by WEr Szu
it of the Tang period.® (It will be discussed more in detail in notes, but let
it suffice here to state that it will be easily guessed, even simply from their allusion
to the Eastern capital }'ii{[ﬁ in the text, that the passages do not refer to the Western

capital 7§ 3%.) ‘The Eastern capital was no other than Lo-yang % [, and Féng-

(x) The name of the Hsi-ching-chi ¥ B §7 appears also in the T zi-p‘ing-yii-lan, in its Yin-shu-mu
B1& H or list of the references; and again in the Swui-shu Ching-chi-chih Vs {EEE, the Chin-
t‘zmg-&ﬁu I-wén-chih FEEE T, Volume 1, and the Hsin-t‘ang-shu I-wén-chih 35 5 £ B3 %,
iThe last two books even give as its author the name of Hsier Mine @&, However, considering that
the books mentioned, in the Hsin- and the Chiu-t‘ang-shu, pr'éccding and following the name of
the Hsi-ching-chi, are all books by writers of the Six Dynasties 7 & period, the Hsi-ching-chi may

“well be regarded as a work of the same period. Consequently the so-called Hsi-ching-chi in
which references are made to the Féng-tu-shik of Lo-yang in the Sui period and to the reign of the
Emperor Yang-ti of Sui during the era of Ta-yeh, is most pro'Bably not the above-méntioned Hsi-
ching-chi of Hsien Ming. The I-wén-chih of the Hsint‘ang-shu and that of the Sung-shih 53
mention WEI SHu’s Lz'ng-chz'n_g-lz:z'n-cﬁi i 3t 50, while the T ai-p*ing-yii-lan gives We1SnU’s Tung-
ching-tsa-chi B E S and Wer Sru’s Hsi-ching-hsin-chi T8 3 ¥ 50 in its list of references. The
present author is. inclined to think that probably Wer Suu originally wrote two books, the Tung-
ching-tsa-chi and the Hsi-ching-hsin-chi 78 3 3 55, but later the two books were collected into one
volume by somebody else, and came to be called Liang-chin-hsin-chi I B 5. Cuao YEN-WEI
MIE®, a writer of the Sung period, referfing in his Yii7z~lz¢»7nan-¢ﬁ‘ao EEEW, Vol. 2, to
Chfang-an %, says: “The book is based on old charts and Wer Suv’s Hsi-ching-hsin-chi”
PEBEZELETLEA, =R, The Hsi-ching-chi herein referred to was no doubt a part of the
Liang-ching-hsin-chi, or the Hsi-ching-hsin-chi, as it is called in the T ai-p*ing-yii-lan. As the Hsi-
ching-hsin-chi came to be called by the abridged form of Hsi-ching-chi, so the Liang-ching-hsin-chi
also, I believe, came to be called by the abridged form of Liang-ching-chi ; and the Hsi-ching-chi men-
tioned in the T ai-p'ing-yzi-lan, Vol. 191, section of Shik, was clearly a corruption of this Ligng-ching-
chi. As is indicated in the text it may be easily proved, from its reference to the Féng-tu-shik of the
Eastern capital 3% 4 S5 1 in spite of its explicit remark, *the Hsi-ching-chi says 76 2 58 5 7, that the
Hisi-ching-chi mentioned in the Tai-p*ing-yii-lan, Vol. 191, section of Shih, must be a misnomer of the
Liang-ching-chi which contained both the Hsi-ching-chi and the Tung-ching-tsa-chi.
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tu-shib was the appellation of the shih used in the Sui period, it being called: Nan-shih
7 1l during the T‘angvperiodf The first of the above two passages which are
believed to have been taken from the Liang-ching-chi tefets, it will be cleat, to the
Féng-tu-shib as it was in the Sui period, while the second passage also must be re-
garded as describing mainly the conditions of Féng;z‘u—xbib, the most flourishing
of the shih of Lo-yang of the day, for in the sixth year of Ts-yeh mentioned in the
passage the Emperor Yang-ti of Sui was staying in Lo-yang and the various bat-
barians of the outlying districts paid tributes to the emperor. Again the Yian-
bo-nan-chib 75 {77 5 75 has the following passage in the section giving descriptions
of Lo-yang during the T‘ang petiod.

“ Nan-shib, as it was called during the Tang pefiod, was called Féng-1u-shih
during the Sui period. ‘The shih occupies an area of two fang® or blocks.
There were in it one hundred and twenty hang, comprising more than three
thousand st Bt or shops. Inside the walls on the four sides of the atea
thete were more than four hundred ©tien’ JE or warehcuses, which were all
filled up with piles"of gobds-.” ‘ :

LT B M R AL B T S 2, R —E A,
ZEREL MR N E®RE EEILE RS
. The Yz‘im—,fao-ﬂczn—c/ﬁb JC T B 7% was edited during the Ydan petiod, and its
'description of Lo-yang-in the Tang period, being chiefly based upon the Ho-nan-
chib ?m‘ ?F]' 7 by Sune MIN-CHIU 52 4 3k of the Sung petiod, may be regarded as a
trustworthy account. The “i” 1§ mentioned in the so-calied Hsi-ching-chi and the
“tien ” JE referred to in the Ydan-ho-nan-chih, denote, it will ieadﬂy be seen, one and
the same thing in the two passages, and among the various thingsvthat can be denoted
by these words, in the two passages above both refer to a storehouse. As the
(1) Yian-ho-nan-chik, Vol. 1.
(2) The Chinese city; of the T‘ang period, usually had its interior divided into scores of fang 35
and one or two ski/ T, and both the fang and the shi% were surrounded with walls, which contained

houses within. ‘This was a practice inherited from ancient times ; but with the decay of the institution

of the sAik, the practice also ceased to exist.
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(43

ssti ” B ‘mentioned in the above passage of the Ydan-ho-nan-chib denotes a store,
the hang in the same passage signifies, it will be apparent, a street block consisting
of shops engaged in the same trade, which again enables us to infer that the “hang”
mentioned in the so-called ‘Hsi-ching-chi denotes the same thing. There is a slight
difference in the wording between the description of hangin the Hsi-ching-chi in ques-

. tion and that in the Y#an-ho-nan-chib, but the passages in the two books appatently
describe all but the same situation: that in the period extending from the Sui to
the T ang dynasty the s4ib 75 of Lo-yang was prOVided'Wifh hundreds of warehouses
running along the inner side of the walls of the atea, and there was in the interior
a sort of street called hang, consisting of scotes of shops.  Again, the Yiian-ho-nan-
chib, dcsctibing- Ta-tung-fang & [ 5 of Lo-yang in the T‘ang petiod, says :

o« In the sixth year of Ta-yeh of Sui, Ta-tung-shih j( [ 75 was femoved to

- 'this area which used to be known by the name of Chih—yeh—fang s The
» shib ﬂi., four /i B in circumference, had four gdtes, was provided with one
hundred and forty-one warehouses, and comprised sixty-six bang consisting
of shops dealing in goods.”
*Hﬁiﬁﬂwfiwﬁﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬁ¢bﬂﬂmﬂﬁﬂmW&%*

W — S N AT _

From this it will be conjcctured that the Ta-#ung-shib of Sui was laid out in a way
not much different from the Féug-tu-shib of the Teang period. - ,

The Ch'ang-an-chib & %2 %® edited by Sune MiN-crEIU 52 4 sk, which con-
tains detailed desctiptions of the walled city of Ch‘ang-an, has the following to say
about the Tung shih 3 7f of the city : A

“'There are in the shib two hundred and twenty bang 43, and the hang ate
surrounded on four sides with warehouses which ate filled with rare and curious

goods of the whole countty.”

TR ZE 24T, I E ST B, 5 2 BT

(1) 1bid.
(2) Ch'ang-an-chih, Vol. 8.
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En-nin [f 1=, 2 Japanese Buddhist priest who went over to Tang and pilgti-
maged thréughdut the country for the study of Buddhism, writes in his Ni#4-
Suhb-junreikiki A B sk k3 4T 520 or Travel Sketches of Pilgrimage through B
T‘ang, in the section of the Third Year of Hui-ch'ang & B (843 A.D.):

“ At midnight a fire broke out in the Twng-shib 3 7, and twelve bang
comprising four thousand shops, west of the Ts‘%ao-mén Gate W[, were
" butnt down.”
= R AU 2K B, WP LU - A I B R
* It is doubtful if four thousand was a correct figure of the shops actually com-
posing the twelve bang, but it still gives us an idea of the size of those bang that con-
sisted of a large number of shops. In its passages telating to the Hsi-shib 74 i,
the Ch*ang-an-chib does not make any merition of bang, but as it stites that the condi-
tions of the shéps and W‘arehouses of the shih were the same as in the Tung-shib,
we can be cettain that there must have been Aang in the Hii-shib as well as in the
Tung-shib.

If we exami:ne various literature of the T‘ang petiod, we will come across the
names of some particular fang. K°AnG Pien FE Bf tells in his Chi-zan-ln ) 35k §%,®
for example, that he went to a Jonhang TR 45 ot butchets’ bang to buy a head of a
white cow to obtain matérial for medicine. ‘The C/y‘z'm—m%z‘zi/ % Jo 78 by WhN
TING-YIN {8 FE %5 | says that there was a very clever forfune-teller named Fan-shéng
75 4, in the #%eh-bang #8557 or ironware bang. 'The Liang-ching-hsin-chi TR 3% 3 50
by WEr SHu reférs to a great 7-hang 3K 4F ot clothing bang in the Hii-shib of Ch‘ang—
an. In the I-shib 3 2@ by Lu-tz0 & F i mentioneéi the name of the ob'in-

‘ei-hang %k 47 or bridle and saddlery hang. The Chien-sun-tza i & 55 gives
? 24 y bang k¢ g

(1) The Nit6-gubb-junreikéki (The Travel Sketches of the Pilgrimage through the T‘ang
Empire), Vol. 4.

(2) The Chi-tan-lu, Part 1.

(3) The Ch'ien-sun-1z# quoted in the T ai-p‘ing-kuang-chi, Vol, 261.

(4) The I-shik quoted in the T ai-p‘ing-kuang-chi, Vol. 157.

(5) The Ch‘ien-sun-tz% quoted in the T ai-p‘ing-kuang-chi, Vol. 243.
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the name of the ch'éng-hang 7 43 or the scale and measure bang as well as chiian-
hang %8 47 ot silk bang. ‘The Nitsd-gubi-junreikéti N R 3R i K i ﬁ 20 above-
mentioned tells a story that when a Taoist priest presented to the empetor 2 memotial
enumerating various rare medicines to take so that one might become an immortal
wizard, the Emperor Wu-tsung #; 5% ordered those medicines to be secured at the
yao-hang Yi4F of medicine hang. The above-mentioned lang, i.e. the butchers’
hang, the ironware hang, thé clothing bang, the bridle and saddlery hang, the scale
and measure bang, the silk hang, and the medicine bang must have been among the
two hundfed and twenty Aang that constituted the Hsi-shih of Ch‘ang-an and each
of thev/mﬂg must have formed a street block. »

Thus jos-hang must have signified a street of butcher’s shops, #7eh-hang a street
of ironware shops, i-hang a street ‘of shops of clothing, chiu-pei-hang a stréet of
shops of bridles and saddlery, ch‘éng-hang a street of shops of scales and measures,
chiian-hang a street of drapet’s shops, and yao-hang a street of medicine shops. It
can then be inferred that bang was a stréet consisting of shops of the merchants
engaged in the same trade; and the size of a bang, or the humber of the shops that
constituted 4 hang, differed according to trade, varying from less than ten to several
scozes. . -There can be no doubt that a bang was nothing less than an aggregation of
shops engaged in the same ttade. It was probably the same, there is reason to
believe, with the hang of the Nan-shib g5 i of Lo-yang.

As for the names of the bang in the cities othet than Ch‘ang-an, they can be
ascertained to some extent. L1 MEr 28 of the T‘ang period says in his Tsuan-i-chi
2 B 50®  that at the Spring festival of the Mausoleum of Wu-tai-po 12 £ {f in
Su-chou % M| the headman of the chin-yin-hang 4 $1 47 or gold and silver smith
hang made an offering to the deity of a picture depicting the figure of a beautiful

woman. The Yiyang-tsa-tsit V5 b 3 31® by Tuan CrENG-sHIH B Jf =, has a pas-

(1) The Nirté-gubd-junreikéki, Vol. 4.
(2) The Tsuan-i-chi, quoted in the T ai-p“ing-yii-lan, Vol. 280. .
(3) The Yu-yang-tsa-tzii, Second Series {2, Vol. 3, Section of Chik-no-kao 3 i £.
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sage to the effect that the son of a municipal clerk of Yang-tzii-hsien 45 F %, Yang-
chou # Ji] butied the remains of a woman in the ditch fo the west of the Y#-hang
#4F or fish bang. Ia the Hui-hsian-fuai-ln 3 % 1% 40 of L1 Fu-vin ZEE,
teference is made to the #sai-hang 2% 47 or vegetable hang of Sung-ch‘éng-hsien %z 3%
B5,® Sung-chou sz #l. ~ It is to be noted that the above three passages do not
ention “shih” 'in connection with the hang. However, in. China in the petiod
-eXtending,frofn the Chin 2 ana Han g dynasties to the T ang f dynasty, there
were in the cities one or more fixed business quarters, called * shih » i, where the
merchants as a rule were uséd to have their shops. . The skib mehtioned above in
;connevc'tion with Chfang-an and Lo-yang were of such natute, while such shib was
-an established institution not only in large cities like Lo-yang and Ch‘ang-an but
also in every city which was a seat of prefectutal or provincial government.
Therefore, Su-chou %','qé W, Yang-tzii-hsien }g F %, and Sung-ch‘éng-hsien gz 4if Iz,
mentioned above, must have had their shib, so the gold and silver bang, fish bang
and vegetable bang mentioned in connection V;fith these cities, should be regarded
as streets of silver and gold merch_ants', of fish mongers, and of Vegétable metchants.
‘To sum up the éfgum’ent,: in the Tang period the merchants grouped themselves
according to the sort of articles they dealt in; forming what was called < hang ” (%),
and the shib in the capital and the cities in other patts of the country were composed
of a large number of hang. |
MINAMOTO-NO-SHITAG6 TElE; a Japanese writer of the Hei-an 7 4z petiod,
has the following passage in his Wanmybruiji-shé i 4 35 % 45 1
SR B EE |
“The Tang Code requires every ssi &t of all shih 75 to. put up its sign.”
(1} The Ting-hun-tien 5, a novel in the Hsii—/zsiié;z—kuaz’-lu 1% X B 8, contained in the

T.‘ang-ié'n—hsz'ao-s/mq. J&E A /N published by the Shén-chou-kuo-kuang-shé, fift }i| [ 3 it Shanghai,
in 1932, .

(2) Shigeshi Katb: T'dsé-jidai-no-ichi JE RwE © 1 (Shih during the Tang and Sung Periods),
a paper included in the Collected Papers in Commemoration of the late Tokuzd Fukuda 1§ BB =,
Doctor of Law. ) )

(3) Wamyb-ruijti-shé, Vol. 3, section on dwellings.
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However, Ekisai KArIYA ¥ 4 H§ 75 who annotated MINAMOTO-NO-SHITAGH’s book
in his Wamy-rujji-shé-senchd F1'4, JF B¢ #5 4 2k, points out that, seeing that the
code of the Y616-1yb % 3 4 of similar natute of Japan reads, “ Every i (Bt 5s72)
of all 4k (7 shib) puts up a sign to show the name of the ko (57 bang),” (LT & £‘F
37 4% R 45 45,) the original text from which the above passage of the W ansyé-ruiji-
Mo‘ was taken, probably contained, there is reason to believe, the two lettets &o-mei
47 44 at the end of the passage; as in the code of the Yér6-ryd. I believe this view
- is correct. The letter &t (s5%) in the above two passages; is, as will be explained in
full; synonymous with the Tetter 45 (bang). My inference is that .probably in the
Tang period each hang used to have at its entrance a sign giving its name, like
¢ Chiian-Hang ” or ““ T‘ieh-Hang”, etc., and that though it is doubtful whethet
this practice was feally in effect throughout the country, yet in large cities like
Chang-an and Lo-yang and many othérs, it could be maintained as loﬁg as the
powet of the T‘ang dynasty could be felt, that is, during the first half of the T ang
petiod. ' ' ey o
It must be mentioned in this connection that in the T‘ing petiod the word
shib 7 also sometimes signified hang, hence the wotd shih,” besides expressing the
business quarters of a city, was sometimes used in the sense of a street within the
business quarters. A couple of instances in question cani be seen in the Hi-hsian-
Fuai-ln i 3 1% ¢4 where the word “ ts‘ai-shih ” & 7 is used in place of ““ts‘ai-hang ”
%47, and in the Swng-ching-chuan 5 75 W where its suthor L1u TSUNG-YUAN
a‘ﬂﬂh%‘{ 3, tefetring to the yao-hang ¥i4F or medicine hang of the Hsi-shih of Chang-
an, writes yao-shib B 7. ‘ |
- The street of shops of the same trade, as has been described above, existed also
in the Sung petiod, and was called Aang 47 or shib 1§, or sometimes #uan [&. These
names are often come actross it the Twng-ching-méng-hua-ln 5 3= é"éii”p_ #% which de-

scribes the conditions of K‘ai-féng Bf #f, the capital in its closing yeais of North

(1) The Lin-ho-tung-chi. First Series IEE, Vol. 17.



54 The Memoirs of the Toyo Bunko

Sung b 5 petiod, and the Fan-shéng-ln % [ 4%, the Tu-ch*éng-chi-shéng 5 3% 0 5,
the Méng-liang-lu T;‘a}i'ig./;i_n, the Wau-lin-chin-shib : #k %€ &, and the H.rz'm—?b‘uﬂ—lz'n—
an-chib JB 15 T 42 75, which all contain descriptions of Lin-an [ %2, the capital of
South Sung 7 5z, and also in the geographical monographs of prefectures and dis-
tricts of South Sung. It must be botne ifi mind, however, in this connéction that in
the Sung. period the place where the merchants, buyers and sellers were assembled
to do business, 7.e. the matket, was called bang, shih ot #uan, and it was probably due
to this circumstance that in the Tang period a market was held in the streets of
shops'of the same trade, that is, hag. Evidences tend to show that in the Sung
petiod also the bang was often the scene of holding a market, The Awo-tzi-hang
B 745 or fruits hang in Kai-feng [ 4 was an instance in question, and acéording
to the Tung-ching-méng-bua-ln 3 3% 85 38§, the kuo-ti-hang B F4F stood for a
street of shops selling fruits or flowers, or a place where a flower and fruit market
was héld. However, a market was not always held at a hang in the Sung period, 2
situation that had to be explained by the decline of the T ang system of shih that
allotted a special space as business district where all shops were to be situated. The sbib
77 institution began to decline about the middle of the T ang period, and completely
broke down in the latter half of the Nosth Sung period, bringing about the redistribu-
tion of shops within a city in one or the other of the following two ways. Either
various kinds of shop were mixed up in a stteet without any restriction ; ot shops of
the same trade, though freed from the regulation that required them to be situated
within the s45 73, still continued to be grouped together here and there within the
city, It was in the second case onlyb that a market was held in a street of shops of
the same trade ; and in the first case when shops of the same trade were scattered
over the city, a market would be held on the bank of a river, at; the approach of a
bridge, or the space inside ot outside a walled gate where access was easy, and was

called by the name of bang 43, shib T, ot #uan 14, ‘Wherever it was held. ‘Thus it

(1) Tung-ching-méng-hua-lu, Vols. 2 and 3.
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will be seen that bang or shib in the above-mentioned Tung-ching-méng-hua-In and
other books of the Sung period, do not always refer to a street consisting of shops
of the same trade. '
The Méng-bua-ly %5 35 D mentions :
The Chiang-bang B 45 or Ginger Hang ;
The Sha-bang 35 55 or Silk Gauze Hang.
The Hiien-chun-lin-an-chib B 15 i 22 75@ gives the names of :
The Yao-shib Z& 75 or Medicine Shib;
The Hua-shib 3¢ 75 or Flower Skib;
‘The Chu-t33-shib ¥ T- 75 ot Peéﬂ Shib ;
The Mi-shib 2 71 ot Grain Shib ;
The Jou-shib B&_I i or Butchet’s Skib ;
‘The Tsai-shil 25 75 ot Vegetable Shik ;
The Hiien-ysi-shib i #a 47 or Fresh Fish Hang ;
The Ysi-hang fa 47 ot Fish Hang ;
The Nan-chu-hang 55 %% 4T or the South.Pig Hang ;
The Pei-chu-hang 3t 3% 45 or the Notth Pig Hang ;
The Pu-hang 45 45 ot the Linen Hang ;
The H:z;e/;-bczﬂg Ui 4% or the Crab Hang ;
The Hua-t%an 16 ® ot the Flower T uan ;
Th;: Ch'ing-kao-#‘nan 35 B B ot the Fresh Fruits Twan;
The Kan-t30-t‘nan #f T & of the Ofange T san ;
The Hsiang-#‘uan 4% |8 ot the Diied Fish T4an, etc.
The Wa-ti-chi-hon-chi 1% i 72 #% 4 gives :
'The Ting-hang 7 45 ot Nail Hang ;
'The Ch'a-hang 2% 45 ot Tea Hang ;

(1) 1bid., Vol. 2.
(2) Hsien-chun-lin-an-chih, Vol. 19
(3) Wau-chiin-chih, Vol. 6.
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The Yi-hang #4 45 ot Fish Hang, etc.

The Wo-chiin-chi 12 B 75 gives :
The Yz’i—ban;g chiao # 47 #& or Fish-hang-bridge ;
The Kuo-tzi-hang B F 43 or Fruits Hang ;

: The Mi-hang 3 55 or Grain Hang.

The Pao-ching-ssit-ming-chib £ B Y By 750 gives.:
The Ty‘z/ﬂg—baﬂg—fb‘iaa 25 45 1% ot Onion-bang-bridge ;
The Chu-hang-ch'iao % 47 ¥& or Bamboo-bang-biidge.

The K'ai-ch'ing-ssi-ming-chib [ BE N BY 7@ gives :

The Hua-hang 7% 45 or Flower Hang ;

The Fan-hang §% 47 or Restaurant Hang ;

The Chu-hang 4 45 or Bamboo Hang.

The CZing—fiﬂg—cbien-k‘ang—;/az'/a £ 5B B BEE® gives, among otheéts, the following :

The Y#-shib # 75 ot Fish Skib ;

The Ku-shib %5 7 or Grain Skib ;

The Sha-shih % 75 ot the Silk Gauze S, hib ;

The Yin-bhang §§ 47 ot the Silver Smith Hang ;

The Hua-hang JE 45 ot the Flower Hang ;

The Chib-hang % 45 or the Live Chicken Hang.

As T have explained above, these names did not always stand for a street of
shops of the same trade, but sometimes meant a market of some patticular goods
held in some convenient lot. Evidences found in the Méng-liang-iu® show that
the Mi-shib 2% 75, the Hsiang-tnan 43 B, the Jou-shib % 7 and othefs mentioned in
the Hsien-ch‘un-tin-an-chib, were mere markets. Howevcf, I am inclined to believe

that most of the above-mentioned names were at once a street of shops of the same

(;) Pao-ching-ssii-ming-chih, Vol. 4.
(2) K'ai-ch'ing-ssi-ming-chih, Vol. 7.
(3) Ching-ting-chien-k‘ang-chih, Vol. 16.
(

4) Méng-liang-lu, Vol. 16.
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trade and a location where a market was held. In an epitaph on a monument, that
was written in the fifth year of Ming-chang W3 B of Chin 4> <the fifth ye'ar of Shao-
hsi #g BB, during the reign of the Emperor Kuang-tsung ¢ 5% of Sung, 1194 A. D.),
and which is contained in the Pa-ch‘iung-shib-chin-shib-pu-chéng J\ 18 % 4 F 7 L,
there is a remark to the effect that there was the Yin-bang-chieh $R 47 or a silver
smith bang street in Ching-chao 3% #k which in the T‘ang period formed a part of
Ch'ang-an. The Yin-hang-chieh was the name of a street, and although it is doubt-
ful whether at the time of writiﬁg the éPitaph the street still actually formed a silver
hang, there is no doubt that it once was, and it was probably at least a street con-
sisting of the shops of silver merchants. Hsu TinG 44 £, a writer of the South
Sung period, tells in his Hei-ta-shib-fiao B §% % W that when he was dispatched
to the coutt of the Emperor Tai-tsung 7 52 of Mongol, on a mission of the Em—
peror Li-tsung 38 5% of South Sung, he found at Yén-ching 3% 5¥ what was called
the Cbiéo-bfﬁeb—baﬂg # B 47, and also what was called the Chi-érb-hang 2. 52 47,
and that the formetr was 2 place where a number of schools were situated, 7.e. a
street of schools, and the latter a place filled with beggars’ hovels.. ‘The hang, as
is used here, proi)ably derived its _méén_ing from the usage of the term in the sense
of a street of shops of the same trade. ;I'o sum up; in fhe Sung period a breakdown
of the shib took place, and brought about the. collapse of the institution of hang;
but still the practice of grouping together in a street the shops engaged in the same
trade was to some extent retained, and such a street was called by the name of Jang
43 ot shib 7F.®

T wish to make a brief mention about the numbers of Adang that are found in
the literature of the T‘ang and Sung periods. A passage in the T ai-ping-yi-lan that
is believed to have been quoted from the Liang-ching-hsin-chi gives 100 as the number

of the hang in Lo-yang ; the Ch'ang-an-chib gives 220; a passage in the Ydan-ho-nan-

(1) Pachiiung-shib-chin-shib-pu-chéng, Vol. 126, Ching-chao-fu-t‘i-hsiieh-so-t'ieh-pei. F I FF
2 8 BT s 8.

(2) The To-so-jidai-no-ichi above.
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chih which is believed to have been based upon Sune MiN-cuiv’s Ho-nan-chib, gives
. the numbér as 120 or 66. The Tﬂ-&Zéng—abi—stﬂg 5 Ik A0 which we have not
had a chance to quote yet, gives 414, and the Chin-bsien-chib 445 b, a drama of
the Yiian period, mentions 120. The wotrd Aang later came to signify the kind of
trade. TEN Ju-caene [ & B of the Ming period who wrote the Hi-hu-ysi-lan-
" chi-yii V5 T g{b_,?i»‘éjj 7 #M and the author of the novel Pai-an-ching-chi i % s %@
which was written in the closing period of the Ming dynasty, use the wotd in this
sense, mentioning 360 Aang. In China at present they use such an expression as 36
hang, 72 hang, ot 360 hang, when they want to refer to the great varieties of trades. In
view of these facts, I am inclined to believe that the number of the bang in a shib T
100 hang ot 120 hang for instance, as is found in the literature of the T‘ang and Sung
petiods, was meant to denote not the actual number of the bang, but the great
fumber of the varieties of trades as well as the streets of shops of the same trade.
One hundred and twenty bang is an expression most often found in the literature
of the T‘ang and Sung petiods, and is believed, as has been just pointed out, to
have been most commonly used to -exptess the great numbet of bang. Itis a
number that can be obtained by dividing 360 by three, and 36¢ is a number that
can be obtained by multiplying 36 by io, and 36 was a favourite number with the
Chinese of ancient times, as can be seen in such expressions as Thitrty-six Constella-
tions g, Thirty-six Plans 2}, and Thirty-six Lakes Bk,  The present writer does not
mean to say that the idea of 36 bang and 360 hang was anterior to the idea of 120 bang,
but what he means is that the number 120 was conceivaBly derived from the num-
bets 36 and 360. All the existent editions of the Chlang-an-chib | %% % mention
220 hang, but the number is probably a mistake for 120 hang. .
The hang otiginally stood for a street consisting of shops of the same trade,
but at the close of the T‘ang petiod shops composing a ang were not restricted to
those of.the same trade, but apparently included shops of different trades, as we

(1) The Hsi-hu-yu-lan-chikh-yii, Vol. 250.
(2) The P'ai-an-ching-chi, Vol. 8.
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can see from a story‘ in the I-shib 3 33, a novel written in the closing days of T ang,
referring to a spree at a public house situated in the Ch%u-pei-hang $# 43, ot the
Saddlery Hang in the Hsi-shib of Chang-an. With the decay of the institution of the
shib in the closing days of T‘ang, some shops came to be located in the fang 5 which
was outside the Hsi- and Tang- shil, though close to them, and according to the Pei-
Ji-chib b B 7, some Q/yfao—cbieb-p‘u ¢ #5 &f or coloured silk textile shops wete found
in: the I-yangfang & 153k, while the Tung-ch'seh-shib Ff Jf 8 says that there
were some shops dealing in gold, silver and precious stones in the Yén-shou-
Jang T # . These are among the instances to show that a group of shops of
the same trade, though they may not have been many in number, Waé located out-
sidea Zamg. With the complete collapse in the Sung period of the s4ib, the tendency
showed an inctease of more éhops being located outside a bang, instances of which -
can be numerously found in the Tung-ching-méng-bua-ln and the Méng-liang-ln. 'Thus
the “ purity of a hang » was impaired in the middle of the T‘ang period when the
institution of the shih began to break down; and in the Sung period when the insti-

tutiori completely gave way, the tendency was rapidly accélerated.

CHAPTER 1I
'I—Iang as an Association of Merchants (I)

The proprietors of the shops that composed a barg organised themselves into
an association ; and the association itself was also called /yéﬂg, and the merchants
that belonged to the association were knowﬁ by the name of bang-jéng, hang-shang
47 ¥4, hang-bu 43 5, ot hang-chia 45 %%. The Chin-t‘ang-shu Shib-huo-chib # Ff &
& 1% & cites an Imperial edict issued in the fisst year of Chien-ching 7 v (780
A.D.) with the object of preventing the rise of prices of rice, providing that
the hangjén of the Tung- and Hsi-shib would have 100,000 #a# 75 each of rice
and batley-sold to them by the government, which they should sell to the people

at low prices. The bangjén referred to hete was, thete is reason to believe, probably
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a merchant of the"mz'—ﬁang,ﬁgi’iatﬂ is, a merchant of a rice-dealers’ street, and at the same
time a merchant that bEIOﬁggdv to the rice merchants’ association.. Books published
id the Sung. petiod containa vlzftge’ number of such expressions as baﬂg—xbéﬂg, hang-
Jén, and hang-bu, examples of wl{ich will be given later, and let it suffice to mention
here that these terﬁél-’s“ﬁfdba{.’blyk meant sometimes a merchant whose shop belonged
to a street of shops’ of the same trade, ‘ahd also a merchant who belonged to some
mefchants’ association ; or sometimes especially the lattér ; but after the institution
of the shib collapsed, I believe that the wotd was probably used mostly in the sense
‘of amerchant who belonged to. sorne merchants’ association.”  There are also found
in, the literature of thls field sothe: such expressions as bang-pu 4548, /jzz;zg buo 5315,

and /Jcmg—z‘m.i : . lmeant p w=hsi §5 J¥, that is, shop; and hato }3‘? and #50 fg

both meant: commerdal goods "We also_come’ across. an’ expressmn “hang-lan ™
43 1%, which meant cheap goods, ‘

A bang-t‘on 43 §H, b:mg—:/aazz‘ﬁ 7 or baﬂg—/ao\ 47 # was appointed as the head of
hang43.. Itis likely that at first these na:r.lcs sighiﬁed the headman of a stteet of shops
of the samé trade; g§,..we]l:a5'nthé:l1¢ad of the association which was otganised by the
mercﬁant_s ofthe ‘sﬁops of cheb étreet but‘éft‘er thé breakdown of the inétitution of the
shib, mainiy 'sfood for the h’ead. of the metchants™ association. -In his note® on the

Chon-li & n“;~ CHIA KUNG YEN HAE 2 ertei of the early T ang petiod, explaining

the office of the $ m—fbaﬂg £F E referred to in the C/Joﬂ Ji, says that the office was some-
thing hke that of the bcmg ou of his days: In the Imperial edict of the 8th year of
Cbeﬂ ~yiian f{ Tt (792 AL D ) quoted in the Chin-r*ang-shu Skib-brio-chib % Jif & £ A
a"bang-t'on, propiistor of a hotel, and Jya-jén I N ot broker, were given orders to
prevent thcimléx‘x:}%{i‘l acts of the merchants. In the books published during the petiod
of Notth Sung, there is apparently found no reference to the head of the merchants’
associationss, but the complete works by Cufn Té-HsIU & qﬂi 7%, a statesman of

-Zz-c/m-m Bk EE o, Vol. 15, sectLon of .fm-c}zang R,

et cmg-slzu Vol. 48 Shih- /zuo-cizzh Part 1.
(3). Chén- /m-.c/mn wén-chi B 3'{;“—;, Vol:7.
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the period of South Sung, contains a story that an official of Huang-ch‘ih-chén
T ilb 95, T‘ai—p‘ing.—ch‘ou K 7 ], feathered his own nest by employing a ang-#on.
Accotding to the Wei-chéng-chin-yao jfﬂj( J, T contained in the Chi-chia-pi-yung
shib-lei-chiian-chi J2 5% @ ) S H & 4, the ch'a-fang 25 |3 ot teahouse, chin-ssit 775 A
ot-ale house, chi-Fnan B f or public house, skib-tien € JE or restaurant, &uei-
Jang {it 5 ot safe deposit firm, ma;yzz.,% I ot broker of horses, r‘bz'eb—p‘zf 1 JEi or pawn-
shop, yin-p‘u 41 §ifi ot silversmith shop, and /Z#-#en Iift JE ot hotel, weére éach ‘r’équited
to.have. their own bang=lao for the prevention of theft and other wrongdoing. ‘The
Chii-chia-pi-yung-shib-lei-chiian-chi was edited in the Yiian period,® but the content
of the Wei-chérg-chin-yao, one of the books contained in the series, ‘was appatently
_wiritten by a man of South Sung. Again according to the Tung-ching-miéng-bua-lu
5 48 3 4,©) they wete required to apply to the respective hang-lao to employ
a labburer; a craftsman or an artisan, and the Méng-liang-lu 25 32 ¢  Has also a
passnage to similar effect. The labourers’ ot artisans’ practice of having a hang-lao
is similar to that of the merchants’ associatiotis having their own bang-lao, and is
believed to have been modelled after the example of the latter. Hune Mar gt i
writes in his I-chien-chib 55 ¥X % that in Po-yang % B the shib-wa [ ZE or a witch
who ministers well to the gods was called hang-/ao, and fhis nomenclature also, T
believe, imitéted that of the merchants” associations. We often come across
passage in a Yiian drama, whete a popular singing-girl is called a bang-shox, probably
another instance of the nomenclature of the merchants’ associations. In short,
the foregoing remarks have made it practically clear, I believe, that in the Tang and
Sung petiods, each of the merchants’ associations had its head, who was called hang-

#on, bang-shon, ot hang-lao ; and that the practice affected other walks of life.

(1) Wei-chéng-chiu-yao, Vol. 8. : .

(2) Shigeshi KaT6: T'6-56 Kibd-k6 B R iE 15 % (A Study on K'uei-fang i L or the safe deposit
firm during the T‘ang and Sung Periods) note 5 for Chapter 1 ; the T6y6-gakuhd, Vol. 12, No. 4.

(3) The Tung-ching-méng-hua-lu, Vol. 3.

(4) Méng-liang-lu, Vol. 19.

(5) I-chien-chih, Hsin (8th) Series 3 %, Part 1.
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CHAPTER IV
Hang as an Association of Metchants (1I0)

In the Sung pctiod, the bang as the merchants’ association was under the obliga-
tion called Aang-i 3 4% of supplying government needs at its demand, and the merchants
who belonged to-the association wete, in tﬁrﬁ, to supply the government otrder.
For the goods thus supplied, the goveinment paid the merchant who served them
with the goods ; but the obligation was a cause of much ‘grieva\nce to the merchant,
because _t_h,é price pdid by the government was lower than the market price, he had
to pay for the transportation of the goods himself and moreovet the officials of the.
governrnent used to take the opportunity to squeeze money from the metchant.
‘Thetefore, at the petition of Hsi Chungfchéng % FP IE, a merchant of the jow-hang
A 47 .ot pork and mutton bang. of K‘ai-féng Bf #f in April of the Gth year of H/-ning
BB 2% (1073 A.D.), 2 change in the institution was effected in August by the govern-
ment, accordirig to which the merchant was to pay monthly or quarterly, according
to his ability, to the government a fee for exemption from the hang-i, called mien-
hang-ch'ien B 47 £, ot, in full, mz’e;z—Zang—z'ecb‘im 7, ﬁ 1% &%, and the government was
to pay the merchant the market price. for goods suppliéd to the government, A
result of the new system was that the merchants’ association forced petty merchants,
Who had not joined the association yet, to join it, and to make them share the
burden of paying the mien-hang-ch'ien, and several reforms of the system had to be.
carried out to tectify this evil. In the 8th year of Hisi-ning 88 %8 (1075 A.D.), at
K‘ai-féng, the hang that paid the fee amounted to one hundred and seventy in
number, and in the 8th yeatr of AYZZdﬂ:féﬂg IC (foS 5 A. D.) the shops of different
hang that paid some fee numbered more than 6,400, and the total sum of the fee paid
amounted to more than 43,000 7 &, a min being equivalent to 1,000 coppets.
The nev} regulation ‘was put into effect in the capital and in the country district,
but the metropolitan system was abolished inSeptember of the 8th year of Yian-féng,

while that of the country district, being kept up longer, was done away with at the
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closeof the era of Shao-hsing {3 B (circa 1162 4. p.) of South Sung. After the aboli-
tion of the system, both the capital and the country district retutried to their former
practice that required the merchants of the hang in'turn to supply the government
needs at its demand. = Such is the gist of the studies by the present writer ‘on
the “subject, by refetring to the H:z'i-'z‘sgz?—'sz'/]—z“z/ﬂ,g—tbz'eﬂ-ré‘zzﬂg—pim b SR
E 5, the C:]yz'eiz-j/c‘ﬂ—z'—/:zz'—bxz'—m'en—yao-/u B J% DL 3R 98 48 B &% the Sung-shib “Shib-huo-
chib 5 F £ 4% 55 and others.

| The bbh’gatidn a membet of the hang owed the governtent, was not limnited to
supplying the government needs at its demand. Sstr-ma KuanG &)k 7'5, for'in~
stance, gives in his S-shui-chi-win 7K R W 2 story that when he was governor of
Yung-hsing-chiin 7 8 5, Weén Yén-po 3¢ % J# called to his housé some mierchants
of the silk bang, and disposed of to them several hundred 27 JE of silk stoted in‘his
House, and with the view of kéeping up the credit of t‘he: iron money % 4%, He had
the'merchants p\ay him fot the silk ifi iron money. In his Pez'Jm'ngy'-z’b—/z/ 647 B #,®

Lou YAo # 48, a writer of the Sotth Sung‘per"iod;'sp‘eéking of his trip when he ac-

companied a mission from the court of Sung and visited Nan-ching # 5t of Chin
4%, formetly K'ai-féng, capital of Sung, describes how the teception officials of Chin
sold the articles, presented by the Sﬁng mission; to infci‘chants':vof‘ some hang in:
Nan-ching, and obtained money in exchange for them, which ‘they loaded on
W'agonS’éhd'cafriéd‘noith.’ It was probably.a practice inherited from the time of
Notth Sung that the government officials of Chin sold those articles to merchants’
of the hang. In the light of these facts, I believe that the gb.’xrernment ofﬁij;i_éls‘ made’
“use of the merchants of the ang when they wanted to purchase what they needed
as well as when they {Vanted to sell What'they had. In other words, it was probably
one of the obligations (bang-i 47 4%) of the merchants of a bang to purchase what-
the government wanted to sell. We tead in the biography of Han Ch 1% 7 supple-

mented to his An-yang-chi 4z | 4, in the section of the first year of Ching-li P& &

(1) Su-ﬂzui—cﬁi—wén, Vol. 1o0.
(2) Pei-hsing-jih-lu, Part 1,
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(1041 A. D.), that more than ten merchants of the silk Aang of P‘an-yiian-hsien,
Wei-chou (8 }| i J5 %) were each bid to lend seventy kwan () of money to. the
government, and wete placed 'in an awkward sitvation. This story makes me
believe that not only in the sale and purchase of goods but in many other matters
regarding government finance the merchants of the bang wete taken advantage of for
the béneﬁt of the government. .

Such was the obligation the hang owed the government, but it cannot be as-
certained exactly when the practice was begun. The reign of the Emperor Té-tsung
7 =2 of T ang (780-804 A. D.) was nototrious for the evils that attended on the
Kung-shib & 7, But the records describing the conditions of the Kurig-skih do not
warrant us to infer that at that time the Aang had already been made responsible for
such an obligation. My inference is that' the practice regarding the obligaﬁori of
the hang probably came into existence later than in the reign of that emperot, and
probably originating at the close of the T‘ang period ot in the Five Dynasties period
% ft, it came to develop rapidly in the Suﬁg period.

I Wish to consider next the relatidﬁs among the members theémselves of a hang.
To those who ate acquainted with the customs of the Chinese merchants, it may be
easily suggested, first; that in obsetving the Buddhist or other religious festivals,
there was probably co-opetation among the membets of a hang, and I believe it can
al

that at the suggestion of their headman, the membets of the Gold and Silver Hang at

be cottoborated by the previously given story in Lt MEr's Tosan-i-chi 2 B % B

=111

Su-chou Tr’.’ﬁ # made an offering to the Mausoleum of Wu-t‘ai-po # 7 1 of a picture
of a beautiful woman, or the story in the Méng-/iang-Iu™® to the effect that on the birth-
days of the gods and the old saints the bang made it a rule to make an offering to their
spitits ; the ch%-pao-hang ﬁ 47 ot cloisonne Aang, for example, making an offeting of
some cloisonne toy, the ch'ing-kno-hang 35 J. 17 or the fruits and vegetables bang the

fruits of the season, the jzi—érb-bﬂo-bang f4 5 J% 45 a rare fish or tortoise, The next

(1) Méng-liang-lu,*Vol. 19.
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question is : How did the members behave toward each other in matters other than
religious ? In the sections regarding the Era of Chib-tao & 3 (995-997 A. D.) of
Teai-tsung K 52, the Sang-shib Shib-buo-chih, Cha-fa 2¢ ,® has the following story.
ol B, F B 5RO, A A MM TS, MR B R
o 5 AT B> S0 66 B A BREE, BRI ITME R S R &, T ONR 25, 35 3R 4T p, )
W R
‘The merchant who sold provisions to the frontiet army at the north frontiet
of Shen-hsi ffk 75, was given a sort of promisjsory note that was called * chiao-
yin” %2 5], and came to K‘ai-féng, the capital, with it.  In case the merchant
-+ wasa *“ hang-shang ” 47 %, the merchants who wete putveyors to the monopoly
bureau (Chieh-bua-wn 1 1% #) of the government stood surety for him, upon
~~which he was paid by the monopoly buteau for the provisions he had sold to
- thearmy. Or if the metchant so desired, he could go to a tea-producing district
and get an amount of tea eqﬁivalent to the prices of the provisions. < In case
the merchant was not a bang-shang, no resident merchanf would vouch for him;
so that; unable to get any payment from the monopoly bureau of the govern-
ment, he was obliged to sell the chiao-yin to some resident merchant, who in
turn sold'it to some 'tea'mérchant. It may be noted in passing that the #ss-chia
48 B was a resident merchant in contrast to the &‘o-shang % g or travelling
metchant, or peddler.

In the North Sung period, there was a practice often followed that the govern-
ment made payment at the capital for the provisions it bought for its army at the
north frontier, oi:vin place of money paid in kind, such as salt or tea. The above
story is'a case in point. 'The important thing to note in connection with it is that
if the merchant who came up to the capital and pfesenfed a ching-yin was a hang-shang,
some resident merchant who belonged to the monopoly bureau would stand surety

for him, but unless he was one, any resident merchant would not vouch for him. As

L (0 Sung-shih, Vol. 183.
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long as he was a hang-shang, the merchant who dealt in grain in the frontier district
must have been a grain merchant belonging to the rice sang of K‘ai-féng, although
it cannot be ascertained what the tesident merchant dealt in. If the resident mer-
chant was an important merchant belonging to the same rice Jang, it i§ possible to
tegard the above as a case of co-operation for mutual benefit in business among the
members of the same bang. Of course, in case the bang-shang and the resident merchant
were not members of the same Aang, we must hot, it is needless'to say, regard it in
such a light. However, even if they were not of the same jang, the fact remains
that as long' as they, were merchants belonging to some Aang or other of the same
c_}itjq they made much of the membership in a Zang, andi tried to help each other for
their mutual benefit. It is only f;oo natural to infer fyom this that the member
merchants belonging to the same hang should have co-operated with one another
fot theitr mutual benefit. 1 am ineline_d to, think that the most important use:of a
hang from the standpoint of a /g;z;_zg merchant, consisted in its being. an organ for
furthering the common good of the: hang members, and the most impottant com-
mon interest lay in the monopoly of some business by the hang membets. -

- As L have stated above, in the T‘ang period business was chiefly catried on
within _the Shib, a restricted area fot bu‘siness‘ within a city.. It was a system whereby
the shib itself tried to.monopolize business. Hehce we have reason to; believe that
various sorts of business wete monopolized by the merchants having their shops

" in the streets of .t‘he shops of the same trade. . For instance, the silk business was
monopqlized by the mer,chan_ts‘ of the sxlk bang, and"tbe gold and silver-business by
those of the gold and silver hang. Tt was the natural result of the institution of the
shib, and the merchants’ associations were not responsible for it. However, with
the gradual decline of the shib institution after the middle of the Tang petiod,
followed by such a complete bfeakdown of the institetion after the middle of the
Sung. period that although some hang still retained their form, shops of some.
trades were opened outside their sang, and shops of other trades wete opened with-

in the hang, the restrictions about location of the shops were almost completely
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disregarded and the monopoly of the bang shops came to face 2 criéi's. Utrged by this
situation, the consolidation of the Aang as an association was strengthened, and it is
reasonablé to infer that the hang merohadts tried, in the face of the breakdown of the
hang as a street of the shops of the same trade, to maintain their monopoly by dint
of the hang in the form of anm association, achieving almost fully their putpose.
Therefore, as fat as the. bang is concetned, the petriod from the latter half of the
Tfang dynasty to the middle of the Sung dynasty represented a ];'Jeriod‘ of the
breakdown of the shih system, and at the same time a period of . the ‘growth of the
hang as a metrchants’ associaﬁoﬁ., As has, been stated previously, the institution of
the hang-i 47 4% originated at the close of the T‘ang period ot in the Five Dyﬁasties
period and rapidly developed in the North Sung period. 'The bazig-i or the obliga-
tion: of a hang toward the government. was, ih my opinion; what the governiment
demanded of the bzmg as a compensation, as a return for the government’s recogm—
tion of the right of a bang continuing its monopoly; and it is not a mere accidental
coincidence, I believe, that the development of the hang-i went side by side with the
develoi)mént and consolidation of the hang as.a metchants’ association. There is
not any evidence explicitly stating that in the Sung period the bang of a trade had
- the mondopoly of its trade.. However; in view of the charactet of the. ““ shih > and
its relation with a *“ hang *?, and if Wé’consider, as will be discussed ifr the next chap-
ter, that an association thét was called: hang kept its existence d(jwn to .the; Ching
T period, and that the seventy—two /ﬂmg of Canton i # + 4= -y each taintained
theit:monopoly of their trade, I believe'it may not be wide of the miark to make the.
above inferences: |

The member merchants of a hang did not always work . together for their com--
mon. benefit, but it was mote likely that the richet merchants of a barg tyrannized".
over. the poorer members and made a monopoly for their own benefit. The Shih-i:

Act 77 % # put into force by Wang An-shih T 42 F in the fifth year of Hsi-ning

(1) Tu-ch*éng-chi-shéng, Section of various fang 2§ 77.
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(1072 A, D.) aimed of course, first, at increase of the national revenue, but if also-had
the object of rectifying such evil practices.. The Hii-#3i-chib-tung-chion-clf ang-pien, in
its section on the intercalary month of July of the sth year of Hii-ning, contains the
memorial Wang An-shih presented to the. emperot, which reads in summary as
follows : 7
In the bang of tea, more than ten richer merchants are used to tyranniée
over the rest. When tea is brought to the capital by travelling merchants,
first- of all t_hey invite these tea metchants to a feast, and arranging with
them to Sell.fllcir tea at so low a price as will hardly bring any benefit-upon them,
secute their consent to connive at the high prices they ate goiﬁg to charge for
tﬁe tea which they will sell to the comparatively poorer merchants of the tea
hang. If the. present Shib-i Actis put into effect, the rich merchants and the
comparatively poor tea merchants will have to buy tea at the same price with
the consequent result that the richer merchants. will blame the newly-enacted
- trade law. . The abové- infotmation was obtained from a merchant of the tea
, /mﬂg, but similar evils prevail in all other hang.
W — 17 HRAE %P ER A 2% B R, Bl SR BRI R & SR
A BT BRFAFRELS EAMRA, A S EEE WA TR SRR, DL
i 3 3%, éy‘ﬁ?ﬁ% B BT8P B T FEE Y —, k%5 R
18 357 1, ¥ 35 56 s B W AR IR AT A IR B 84T R 3 o ok
In the same section of the book, in quoting Wang An—shihjg #2 H, it is related how,
as the richer ones of the comb merchants, haggling with the travelling merchants.
who brought to the capital some matetials for making combs, would not take the
materials at fair and reasonable prices, the travelling merchants appealed to the
Shib-i-wa ¥ 5y #%, who thereupon purchased the goods, and turning down the offer
of the richer comb merchants to buy the whole thing for themselves, sold the goods

to comb merchants at large. From these accounts, it seemed that even in a bang

(1) Méng-liang-lu, Vol. 13.
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the ri‘chel:. merchants, combining together, used to' tyranhize over the rest of the
merchants of the hang. It is clear, therefore, that the metrchants of the hang did
‘not always wotk together in petfect accord, but it is quite probable that for their
common intérests all the merchants acted in c-_oncert one with anothet,

| From the standpoint of the government, a hang was likely to be regarded as
an organ for bangi. In the section for April of the 6th year of Hisi-ning W #2
(1073 A D), the H.rz't'—iszz?—c‘bi/a—z"zxng—f/yz;m—fb‘ang—pien W #0582 says that both
in the capital and in the country Aang have been established to supply various kinds
of goods to the goveinment W There are also remarks in the Tu-ch'éng-chi- .rbeﬂg H
Ik FC B3 and the Meﬂg liang-ln 35 32 459 to the effect that hang or san have been
set up so that the govemment‘might purchase from them what they wanted. Tt is
written in the Hyi-shan-wén-chi 94 |1} % 45 of CueN TE-HsIU B 45 5. that a bang has
been set up for each kind of goods, and once a merchant joins a sarg, he will long
have to suffer exaction at the hands of government officials.® From these accounts
we might be inclined to infet that the hang was nothing but an instrument for doing
services for the government, but really such was not the case. The obligation the
hang owed to the government that is, the hang7, ‘Was‘appaféntly a pretty heavy
burden for a /mng merchant, but the tax was not levied without reason. ~As has
been mentioned above, thé hang-i may be regarded as a form of tax that was insti-
tuted as 2 means of the hang merchant’s repaying the government for the privilege
secured by his faxg in the monopoly of the trade of his Aang. In the early days of
Sung, sixteen rich merchants of Chéng-tu gk #f5, Ssii-chwan [ JI|, were granted
the privilege of issuing a sott of paper money called chino-t37 7 F and in return
for it, they wete to pay the wages of the workers employed by the government for

measuring the corn to be taken as land-tax, and also to pay the expenses for repairing

(1) MABDERFE W@ @ REIEYE T WHHE‘JF‘, _JJ_"FZE,\, g 1§ +
ok, E%) .

(2) #IARHE. (TREBZTE NEREEWMEILA.)

(3) ZT24E—= (TRBZETEZERNETEEWIILA)

() ERHLRES L ERELEFTHAFPZHAEBES UETR EHER)
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certain dams. Later on in the Ch‘ing period, the sale of salt and the pawnshop wete
licensed trades, and the number of the licenses to be issued was restricted. Thus
the licensed merchants who were engaged in these trades used to réap a vast profit,
so much so that not infrequently they were forced to make a ’contribution‘ of alarge
sum of siiver to the government in the name of repaying favours and the like. Privi-
lege and reward always go hand in hand. The bang-i stands mainly for a reward
and in the case in question the Aang and their privilege existed fitst, and wete fol:
lowed by the hang-i. . 'The case is not that the sang-i gave bitth'to the bang.

In shott, I believe that the bang as a merchants’ association Waé a by-product
of the system that established the bang as a street block consisting of. shops engaged
in the same trade. Co-operation among the membet metchants of a hang was pro-
bably a natural oﬁtgrowth of the situation that 'ﬂ‘nc shops of . the same trade were
assembled in one place. At first; they co-operated with oneanother in regard to
religious, festivals, and then proceeded to. co-opetate in some. degree in miatters.
conﬁected with business for their mutual benefit. With the breakdown of the shik
mcnacing the right of monopoly of the bang merchants, the merchants.of the same
trade tried to maintain their privilege of monopoly and organised themselves ifito
some form- of association, which takiﬁg the place of the shib proved a means of
_protecting their privilege against that which menaced. it.

So much for the /mﬁg asa merchants’ association:: I'wish to take up a couple
of points tregarding a- bang that have been left untouched so. far: .-In: the first
place; as far as a trade was coricerned, the bang- street. of the: same-trade. in a
town was ot limited to one in number.  For-instance, as.thete were two shib,
_Tung-"and Hsi- or Eastern and Western, in Ch'ang-an of the T ang period, there wete
probably two hang streets of sometrades, one each in the Eastern and the Western
shib, a situation we can infer from an account in the Engi-shiki & # W (a Japanese

Code of the Engi Petiod, 9o1-922 A.D.) where it refers to the names of ““ten ”

(1) Engi-shiki, Vol. 42. Sce section on T'dshishi B i 7L



On the: Associations of Metchants in China 71

(E), which is synonymous with “hang? 17 of the Bastern and Western shih of
Hei-an-kyd 4238 or Ky6to. In such a case, we have to assume that there
wete two. bang, two headmen, and consequently two merchants’ associations
of the same sott in a town, each of them enjoying the monopoly of their trade
respectively in their shih. As to their situation, after the institution of the shib and
that of  the street of the sime trade broke down in the Sung period; we are inclined
to believe that when there were more than one merchants’ association of a trade in
a town, they piobably came to be metged into: one, the ¢ombined organisation
enjoying- the monopoly of their trade. However, there is nothing in literature to
pove this last point.

- In the second plice, as I have stated above, in the period extendiﬁg from the
T-‘ang to the Sung dynasty each baﬂg‘had its headman called * Hang-shot * ot hang-
lao” but there is hardly any reference to this fact found in the literature of the Sung
petiod. The Hﬁki‘zz‘t‘-r‘b.z'/y—z“fi/hg-sz’eﬂ-tb‘ahg—pim‘fﬁ&j-&ﬁ-?ﬁ.@ﬁﬁ«’;-%&_‘fﬁ and some other
books contain many references to the mien-hang-chien. % 47 §% of' the money for
exemption from the hang-i ; howeVéI, no references to the hang-lao in this connec-
tion are fouﬁd in those books. From this I am inclined to think that in the Sung
petiod the hang-Jao wete not very influential persons, and just like the ung-shib % %
of the hui-knan in the Chiing petiod; were.in charge only of the business matters of
the hang, while the more -impo_rtaht commercial’ business .was controlled by the
richer metchants of the hang ot “ chien-ping-chib-chia > 4 fF 2R as the'yufyere
called at that petiod, in the manner that WaN Ax-sHIH, quoted above, describes it
in relating the tyrannical behaviour of the richer members of i hang in the fifth
yeat of Hisi-ning. Hence my infetence 1s that unlike the bang-lao in the T ang period,
the hang-lao in general in the Sung period were not installed by order of the govern-
ment, and were not employed by the government for pol.i‘c,ek putposes, but only in
some patticular line of business which was likely to be infested by villains and rogues,
such as tea-houses and bats, the government otdered a bang-ian to be installed, and

took advantage of his services for keeping the ruffians under control:
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CHAPTER 1V
Hang in the Yiian, Ming, and Ching Periods

The custom of having shops of the same trade assembled in one place was
maintained to some degree even until after the Yiian period, but apart from this
custom the ““hang ”, as merchants’ associations of Various-tradess has been kept
up even to this day, _

The Liang-ché-chin-shib-chib T8 W 4 75 75,0 quoting the ins‘cription on the
monument of Tung-yiieh-hsing-kung-pei ¥ 5t 47 & fh that was erected in the 1st
year of Yén-yu 3T jifi (1314 A.D.) by the Government of Ch‘ang-hsing-chou £ & 1,
gives also the names, inscribed on the monument, of the contributors toward paying
the expenses for building the monument, among which are found the following :

THRE AT, W% E, B

W R B BT R 30 e 58 8 G A0 30, kU, R TR, 48 A, o A .

BEE L. AT Rk 1B

MR R BEAT, B B 3, (R R, R, T4 1 56 2 0
R BE A AT, B 8838, B & B, TR

L F EEHAT, W R G AT, BAR, vk JE R 35 4.

KK EL E AT R /2: bk, B B2, B R

‘\

WL 95T B B T8, o, R

BBt A W4T, BT, £, 8 O, B A L

ok Bl SR 1, 0 O, R

B L AT R B, 7L 3

BRI R O 47, e, BB, 40 0 M B 50 55, 0 L R 4R 3
WO W AT T 4 R B

ok B R T4 0 B T T 0T, E 4.

W R F. TE AT, WA, IR, 0 B T, 2 A A, T AR, B 7, b

(1) Liang-ché-chin-shih-chih, Vol. 15.
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PO EL EERLIT R R S OU, B M BHO%, 3 AL, Wb, TR .
D wE. BT EERE FEHR LS

TE_J f";_ _____ é?\(Pﬁ:JE% d—,EE )/Ejsz&u;ftﬁ" I5.
Ay E. B AT, M B, B R, 2R M 5K A

R EL AT & TR, A
TEANER WA K S A G 5, Bk 5, 2 AR 24 T

Thé first words of each line above represent the names of deities, which are followed

bythé names of the donors of the monc;} for building the shrines of those deities.
The names of the donors are preceded by words reading such and such a hbazg,
which may well be undesstood to be the names of the merchants’ associations or
craftsmen’s associationis to which fche‘y‘belon_ge'd; It is difficult to clarify the miean-
ing of the names of all those Aang, but among those whose meaning I can make
out, are the following :
The Hﬁang—dm—/mng 15 47 or the Incense-stick and Candle Hang :
The Yin-hang # 15 ot Silx‘rerémith Hang -
The'Kao-sbz'b%aﬂg & I 47 or Junk Saﬂors’ Hang
The Ching-fa-hang ¥ 52 17 or Hair Dressérs;'Hdhg v
: The Ts‘ai-féng-hang % % 43 or Dress Makers’ Hang i
“The Chin-lin-hang £ f# 1T or Goldfish Hang :
The T‘ang;pz'ﬂg-bm;;g HE BF 17 or Sugared Cakes Hang: - -
The Shuang-hsien-hang % 4 17 ot Best Silk Hang :
The Kuo-hang BL 45 or Fruits Hang
The T sai-po-hang ¥ K 47 or Coloured Silk Hang :
The Ch'n-hang 5 47 or Cooks’ Hang :
The Fan-shib-bang §F £ 15 or Restaurant Hang ;
The Chin-hang 5 15 or Liquor Hang.
From these passages, it can be made out that in the Yiian period at Chang-hsing-
chou E# JH Wh1ch corresponds to what is Ch* ang hsmg—h51en i) !{Fﬁ in Ché—v

chiang Provmce Wi there were many melchants assoc:latlons such as zwi—xbozz—
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hang F.#13 and others. - Again the mermotial presented by Yiian I-chi 2 — J,
Governor of Fu-chien jig & Province, to the then emperor in the Wan-ii 5 J% Era,
(1573-1619 A.D,) in which its ‘4uthor tried to impeach Kao Tsai 7 ;r;ré, Chien-shui-
#ai-chien B Fr KW or the ¢unuch supetintendent of the maritime customs; regard-
ing his maladministration, reads, as is quoted in the Tang-hsi-yang-kao B 74 2 3%
by Cuanc Hsiewm, i £ of vthe »Ming period; in patt as follows :

“ For personal benefit, he levied,téxes upon all merchants, exacting more than
700 taels of txi-chin %2 4 ot red gold from the chin-bang 45 4% or gold bang, mote
than fifty large peatls from the chu-bang ]}’,{: 47 of peatl baﬂg, more that fifty
pieces  of : blue and red chin-buang 3% from the jﬁhb—sbi/y?baﬂg 55T or
precious stone dang, two mace of silver for every yen-yin BE 5] of salt license
from the salt mercharits, a latge sum of money daily from every hundred silk
merchants.”®)

Setting apart for the moment the the cases of the salf merchants and
othets, tﬁe peatl hang, the gold bang, and the precicus stoné hang will be con-
sideted. The reference is to the gold, pearl atd precious stone ang Wwhich ‘wete
located in Hai-chéng d_istrict ¥ 7% %, the centre of the Fu:chien trade of the
day ; and the pearl bang which had fifty pearls levied, the gold Aang more than 7oo
taels of zi-chin gold, and the precious stone hang more than fifty chin-huang V5 3%,
are, in my opinion, to be intetpreted as the associations fespectively of the peatl
metchants, the merchants who mainly dealt in gold; and the metchants who dealt
in precious stones. In the books dealing with the vatious institutions of the Ming
period, including the Ming-hui-tien ¥ ¢ #i, the Hdi-tung-tien %3 8, and the
Ming-shib- Shib-huo-chih, there ate found here and there some references to hang
47 and fang-#'on 13 5, but they will not be taken up here. All the above cases

cited ate-examples of hang in the provincial districts, but I believe they suffice to

Q) AEHEEE/A. ..  BER—UTES&TRESCEM FTRASETHE %67 K
HRERE TG EEENR -G R E6m 0BRSS FERFERANE ERINE

Fha &,
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show that there existed Jang in the Yiian and Ming period.

In the Ch‘ing petiod, the hang of Canton were the most famous. The hang
of Canton wete populatly known as the seventy-two bang 4 -+ = ﬁ, which, how-
ever, at the close of the Ch'ing period, still showed an increase and, including the
silver hang, the gold hang, ‘the pawnshop hang, the silk ang, and the tea bang, amount-
ed to 'ninétﬁf-sevcn‘baﬂg in all. - 'In Canton it was prescribed in those days that unless
he joined some hang; a merchant could not carry on his busine'ss; and that in order
to.;join. a -hang, he must be a trustworthy ‘merchant, and -also have two or three
metcharits stand surety for him, and to pay about a hundred Jang 7 as initiation fee ;
but'in actual pra‘é‘ti'cevit- was difficult for 2 merchant to join a baig unless he managed
to purchase the' good will of a firm that belonged to some Aang.M Some of ‘the
influential hang built a hui-kuan- € §E, populatly known as kang-jo /3y, and as-
sembling in the hall worshipped-deities or held conferences. 'A beli‘fch‘at was hung
in?front"of the sh'ri-ng of a yiﬂ-bﬂﬂg—bﬂj—éédiz 14T & 4 called Chiing—h'sien—t‘ang 2
U # had the folk)"wing inscription oh it. :@

T RATE X L B 0 K EE T RIR A 2, Bk R, ER

T E B 11 B

~““This is dedicated for all time to come, to Yian-tan-tsu-shih ¥ # jifl ffi, god
of the Yin-hang-hui-kuan: -Manufactured by Lung-shéng-lu: g 2 (the
name of a smith) of Fo-shan—éhériﬂ% ili 4%, i obediefice to the ordet of the

god, in March, the fifty-third year'of Kang-hsi g F& (1714 A. D)7

The inscription p‘rbv‘c’s that the silvefsmith hang of Canton built a hui-kuan as
catly as the fifty-third year ‘of Kfang-hsi, so” that the silver bang itself must have

already been'in éxistence for a long time when fhe bati-kuari was built. The present
(1) Shina- f(ezmz-ﬁo/{oku-sixo (Report on the Economlc Conditions of China) pubhshed by the
T6A-pdBUN-KAL Vol. 11:'0On 72 Hang and South'and North Hang & 4L 7
- (2) Cubzb6 Mutd: Ginké-kaikan-naru-meiji-ga-yaku-nihyakunen-zen Shma—nz'—some:izi—jz’jiﬁ:u-no-
Hokken. SRITEHW L 2 BRMASH_FEMIIBIKAEE LEE o8 R (Discovery of the fact that
the term Yin-hang-hui-kuan $R 17 % % existed some two hundred years ago in China). Nagasaki-
K016sh0gyd-gakkd Kenkydkan-nempd (Annual report of the Research Institute, the Nagasaki Higher
Commercial School), Vol. 3, 1922.



76 © ' The Memoirs of the Tofo Bunko

writer is almost inclined to believe that the silversmith bang of Canton was at least as
old as the closing days‘ of the Ming period. Among the so-called seventy—two.
hang” thete wete probably, besides the silversmith bang, many others of long history.
It may be noted in passing that “Fo-shan-chén” mentioned in the inscription
was then a flourishing commercial and industrial town situated to the south-west
of Canton. Accotding to the Fa-Jkan—cbz/hg—i—/ﬂfiang—cbib B 1 5 2295 =D revised in
the twelfth year of the Chinese Republic (1923 A.D.), there were scores of hang in the
town ; and among ofhers, the Cha-fa-hang £5%% 45, ot the hang of the merchants deal-
ing in iton and copper wates, had their hall  Chiang-chi-tang ” yT. i % built in the
forty-fourth year of Chien-lung % W (1779 A. D.), the Lien-fang-huj-kuan 3# 7% @‘
was built by the Chib-hang #¢45 ot papet hang of Fu-chien in the 11th- year of
Yung-chéng 9 1E (1733 A D.); and the Chin-yii-t'ang 4> % 4% Waé built by the Shing-
ting-hang 3} £1 47 ot the new nail baﬂg durlng the era of Cbza—c/y‘mg B (I 796-1820
A.D.).  Itis only natural to infer from the cases of Canton and Fo- shan—chen that -
durmg the Ching period there wete in all cities, large and small, metchants’ associa-
tions called bang, and the mote powerful of the hang built their lzm—,éﬂan,_ as in
Canton and Fo-shan-chén.,

According to the Tw-mén-chi-liao %5 F1HT W%, 2 guide-book of Peking published
at the close of the Chfing period, there were six bui-kuan in Peking, although my
ﬁrstfhand investigation in 1927 shows that besides the six mentioned in the book,
there wete three more, making the total of nine. One of them was located in the
Lu-ts‘ao-ylian 7§ ®5 [, outside the . Ch'ien-mén Gate #i[¥, and was called the
Yén—liao4hui—kuan ¥ & i, also being known as the Hsien-wéng-miao 1|l £ i
‘because thete were enshrined in the Hall two immortal wizards, Mei-hsien #g 4} and
Ko-hsien Z fll by name. The inscription on the cenotaph that was built within
the bui-kuan cbmpound in the 17th year of Kang-hsi (1678 4.D.) reads in part as

follows :

(1) Fo-shan-chung-i-hsiang-chik, Vol. 6.
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ce s RER MR, RALEEE M G, BAE NS HZ, BN EFER T
SRR 8 BE S R DLKRES MM BN R, 2 EMT, B4
ARBEBEAHBERZOFHERNEFE 2. ARE M FE,
BEEBERBEIR ' ' v

In Lu-ts"2o-ylian which occupies the north-eastern part of the central section
of Peking, there stands the Hsien-wéng-miao shrine. It was a long time since
the shrine was first built, and having been weather-beaten, the eaves and the
roofs wete so wotn that the appearance did not command sufficient trespect
from the worshippers. Hence all the members of the Yin-lao-hang were
assembled and conferred, and as the result, every member of ‘the bang readily
contributing money, the repait of the grand silrinc was effected.

* The insctiption does not make any reference to the age of the shrine building
but another cenotaph also standing within the shrifie compound and erected in the
6th year of Ch'ien-lung i, & (1741 A. D.) has an inscription that refers to it, saying :

e RATHEIE AL BT TS, E K kE, B AT LUE B 5,
 OEHBER |
“According to this inscription, the shtine building was built in the Ming petiod,
and more than one hundred years had passed by the time mentioned iﬁ the igscrip—
tion. The petiod that was more than a hundred years ahead of the 6th year of
Chtien-lnng corresponds to the period ptiot to the era of Chia-ching 3 3% of the Ming -
,pétiod. According to the above-quoted inscription of the cenotaph built in the
6th year of Chen-lung and tile Inscription of the cenotaph built in the 24th year of
Chia-ch'ieng, the Hsien-wéng-miao shrine was again repaired in the 49th yea‘r of K‘ang-
hsi, 32 yeats after the repairs in the 17th year of Ktang-hsi ; again it was repaired 31
yeats latet in the 6th'year of Chen-lung; and again 77 years later, in the period from
the 231d year to the 24th year of Chia-ch'ing 3 B¥. 'The shrine was found in the r7th
yeat of K‘ang-hsi in such a miserable condition that the eaves were decayed and the roofs
wete falling in. ‘Therefore, it is only natural to infer that the last repairs before that

time, ot the construction of the shrine itself, took place at least seventy or eighty years
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before. Suppose the repairs or the construction took place just eighty years before,
it would have been in the 26th year of Wan-i (1598 A.D.) duting the reign of the
Emperor Shén-tsung jil 5% of Ming. Therefore, we have to regard the Hsien-wén-
miao ot &én-liao-hang, as having been built during the Wan-/i era at the latest, even if
not so eatly as ptior to the Chia-ching 3 ¥ eta, and hence the Yén-liao-harg itself must
have been in existence since the Ming period. ‘The solidarity of the merchants of
the Yin-liao-hang firmly united for the protection of their interests is proved by the
inscription in the- 18th year-of C/a‘.z'em/uﬂg, which Says that struggling against the
attempt of cunning merchants to act as brokers in violation of the usual practice to
the contrary, the paulownia metchants of the Yén-/iao-hang appealed to the government
and won the dispute. ‘There is no literature to prove that besides the Yéu-fiao-hang-
bui-fuan, there has b'eqn ahy other Aang and hall in existence in Peking sincé the Ming
© petiod. Howéver; the inscriptions on the Cen-o,taphs'ft)und within their hall com-
pounds show respectively that the Ho-fung-yén-hang-hui-kuan i % bﬁfﬁ- #r 48, of the
Hall of the Tobacco Hang of the Ho-tung district, was established by’ the ‘Tobacco
Hang in the sthyear of Yung-chéng 7€ £ (1727 A.D.); the Yao-hang-hui-kuan %47 &
i, ot the Hall of the Medicine Hang, by the Medicine Hang in the 22nd year of Chis-
vhing (1817 AD.); the Lin—\hsiang—hui—kuaﬁ, I 22 & 1% Dy the yu-bang Jh 47 or oil bazg,
the liang-hang $& 43 ot provi’sion§ hang, and the yéﬂ—bﬂﬂg 1% 47 ot salt hang which all.con-
sisted of the merchants from the prefeétures of Lin—fén i ¥y and Hsian‘g,-lingb 0
of Shan-—h;si' Province [} FH 44 in.the 331‘& year of Chien-lung (1768 A.D.); and the
‘Chéng-i-tzi T Z, fiil, by the merchants of the Yin-hao 1 §% or the silver hang in the
49th YCarﬂof‘K‘zmg—b:z' (1710 A.D.). Consequently there is no doubt that the hang
was in existence in Peking and its neighbouring districts during the Chfing period.
To sum up, it has been made clear so fat by the cases of Peking, Canton and Fo-
shan-chén that during the Ch‘ing period there were merchants’ associations known
as hang in existence in the tbwns, large and small, in Southern and Northern
‘Chiria, although there may have been some. differences in the degree of theit

activities. The mote powetful of these Aang built halls as the places of their meeting
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and Wérship.' Some of the halls were built at the close of the Ming period, as can
- be learned from the inscription of the monument in the compound of the Yén-
liao-hang-bui-kuan, but it was more likely in the Chfing period that the practice of
building its own hall by 2 bang became general. It is needless to say that those halls
owed their development to the growth of trade and of the bang. . The Eutopean
and American scholars of Oriental studies like to tegatd the word hui-kuan ds synony-
mous with the English word  guild ”, but in my opinion the bui-Faan corresponds
to the guild hall, and what corresponds to the guild is the Aung, a merchants® associa-
tion which grew, out of the practice of the T“ang and Sung periods that shops en-
ga’ged in the $ame trade were assembled in one place an‘d‘ made up a stieet block of

that trade.

CHAPTER v

The Street of the Shops of the Same Trade before
the Su1 Period -

B Apparently it was a very. old practice that the shops of the same trade were
assembléd to make up a street of theit trade. In the section of the Ssii-shih =il
of the Chou-li /g i, the Book of Ti-kuan Hji f has the following tb» éay .o« y;(
B 55 Hi TG A8 T 7 again, ¢ BL B 9 W T 2 1. Thése"pé;ssages, which are very
difficult to undetstand, catefully ekéﬁb’ed in the light of the interpretation of the
notes on the book by Crfne HstaN fif % of the Later Han period and Crra
Kuve-viN ¥ A7 of the Tang period, mean, among other things, that the
shops dealing in the same goods wete assembled and assigned to a section of the
city, which had been properly divided into sections. The date cannot be ascet-
tained when the Chow-/i was edited, but as it must have been during either the
Age of the Contending States of the Former Han Age,v the inference is that the
conditions described in the above-quoted passages from the Chos-/i were preva-

lent when the Chow-/i was edited, and the editor of the Chow-/ made u‘sAe of hls
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knowledge of the conditions of his day to describe what he supposed to have been
the conditions prevalent in the Chou g period. The Hisi-tn-fu 76 5 gt of PAN-
XU Ji [, in the Weén-hsiian =2 32,1 which desctibes the conditions of Ch‘ang-an
in the Later Han period, contains the following passage :

Ju T B 5, 4 B B2 45

4 B Bg 4> means that the goods sold were different with each street, which

was, it will be found thus, no other than a street of the shops of the same trade. We

ate justified therefore in inferring from these two temarks that about in the petiod
of the Contending States and the Ch‘in—h‘én Z& B periods there prevailed a system in
which the shops engaged in the same line of business were assembled in one place.
From the books of T'ien-kuan K g, Nei-tsai N 52 and the section of Ti-kuan Hw,
Ssi-shib 7 T and Ssi-chang £PJ§, in the Chou-/i, we also know that such a street
consisting of shops engaged in the same tiade was called in those days “ ssi * Eit
of “ 'zl X, although we shall not take the trouble of quoting those passages in
their original form here. Thetefore, in the section of the thirticth yeér of Prince
Hsiang‘ 32 & the Tso-ch'uan 72 13, descﬁbing the death of Po-yu Jf % of Chéng #F,
176 FE A 2 &l yang-ssn 3 Bt is to be interpreted in the sense of the street of shops
dealing in mutton. Again, in the passage in the chapter of Wai-wu-pien bt iy 1,
Ch'nang-125 3% F, reading :

B 7R J 58 e b f R

i £ 2 Bt must mean a street of shops dealing in dried fish.

it £ 2 2k in the passage B /v A 3, BE P 0 A fif1£2 2 ok, A TG A5 B, U B2 2
1t 2 in the chapter of T séng-tir-chi-ping-plien & T F2 3% B of the Tatai-li Fc 3 1
also means a street of shops dealing in salted fishes. In his notes on the Book of
Ssit-shib T i in the Chon-li, CriNG Hstan # % of the Later Han period, explains

N 20

the meaning of ““ssii” #t by the two letters 45 %1 hang-feh, which again enables

us to infer that the street of shops of the same trade was called bang-ieh in those

(1) Wén-hsiian, Vol. 1.
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. days. Hence, the letter %) Jieh in the following passages :

The Han-shu, Shib-huo-chib, Part 1 fi 2 & 1% 3% |k

B K B A B 2 4 5 O

"The Han-shu, Shib-huo-chib, _Part‘ 2:

FXEH, ... 40059 5 &5, K8 kAL

The Hou-han-shu, Lin-p*én-izi-chnan 1% 3 & 2 4 7 4% :

55 5% 55 3 Wk 4, LA A5 B0 8.
is to be understoad in the same sense. Again, according to the Wa-stu-fu 1 %3 it
of Tso Sst /& [ in the Wén-hssian 3¢ 32,0 such a street of shops engaged in the same
trade was appatently also called ch'an . TIn the Engi-shiki J€ % 3, a Japanese
statute of the Hei-an period 7 %2 3}, we come actoss a passage‘where the letter
“ ten ” B is appar.éntljf used in such a sense, and we believe that the old Chinese
use of the word was followed here. |

In the‘chapter of Hiiin-li-chnan 1§ ¥ {4 where the life of Sun Shu-ao 7%
%%, the premier of Chfu %, is given, the Shib-chi 35 31 contains the following
remark :

Prince Chuang 3% = of Chu 4 thought that the coins of his éountry were
too little in value and had larger coins minted. The people thought it incon-
venient and suspended their business. The headman of the mérket told the
premiet that the market having been thrown into confusion, the people were
ill at ease and could not settle down in théif tgi-bang. . .. Five days there-
after, the premier went to the palace and told the king,  Your Majesty had new
coins minted because the older ones wete too little in value. Eut the headman
of the market came to me and said that the market having been thrown into
confusion, the people were ill at ease and could not settle down in their zg#-
hang. ‘Therefore, 1 beg your Majesty to restore the old conditions.”” The

king granted the request,: and issued his orders to the effect. Three days after

(1) I&id.,Vol.s.
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that, the market was testored to normal conditions.. .

2 3 DL S, S BUR R, T R 4k B T A 2 A, T AL

RERHE KITRE .., REBW, HEZEH, fHES LB

W SWARE R TEL RERER RTLAE ERg4ENl E

AT = B, R #

The “ shih ” ifi referred to in the above-quoted passage was, in my opinion,
not a business section, such as the Tuﬂg-s/yz'b BTl or the Hsi-shih 7 7h .of Chang-
an, where the shops ,d,eéling in the satﬁe linie, of goods stood in tows, but a sort of
fair where prospective buyérs and sellers of goods oc'c@éiona‘lly assembled at certain
fixed- dates.  In‘the miatket place, the Prob’abﬂity is that the merchants dealing in
the éahﬁe»sort of goods formed themselves into groups, attanging their booths in
rows'; .afd such rows wete called “ tzii-hang ' & 45. ~In Kotea there still obtains
a practice now, that in the market place dealers in the same sort of goods form
themselves intp groups, reminding us of that which probably prev;aileci in earlier
times in China.  Hence *the ‘matket was thrown into confusion'...” probably
refers to the situation that on account of the new, awkward coin being issued, the
mercharnits could not ttanéaé:t their businesg smoothly, $o that they left their rows
and were making a fuss. It is furthet inferred that later when side by side with the
market system above described, the institution of the sbib as a business section made
its appearance, the older market practice of keeping the same line of merchants to-
gether in 4 group in the market was applied t6 the new situation by assembling and
organising the same lihe of shops into a street. Chuang Wang of Chu lived
about the close of the Ch‘un-ch‘iu # #k period, and the above story was fabricated
to emphasize the discretion of Chuang Wang and Sun Shu-ao 7% 3% The market
system given in the story might or might not be an exact description of the system
that was prevalent in the days of Chuang Wang, but. the desctiption must in some
way be. a description of some very old institution, which there is reason to believe,
continued in existence considerably long after the institution of * shih ** as a business

section came into existence. In short, the practice of having the shops of the same



On the Associations of Metchants in China 83

trade assembled in a section of a market was probably the forerunner of the practice
of having the shops of the same trade assembled in one place and organised into a
street block.

In the Sui and Tang pc;rio.ds the streets of the shops of the same trade were
sometimes called ““ssi” #, but mostly were known by the name of “hang
47 7. Before the Han petiod, including the Former and the Later, they were
known by the name of ssi &, 734 2k, lieh 31, or hang-lieh 17 31|, and considering that
the expressions “ hang-lieh 15 % and sxi-hang K 457 also apparently had been in -
existence, they might possibly have been: called by the name of hang. However,
it was not until after the Sui period that the expression “ hang ”, used in the sense
of a street of the shops of the same trade, came into getieral use.

If the street of ,thé shops of the same trade existed from a very old time, say,
befote the Tang and Sui iaeriods, what should have been the form of the mer-
chants > association ? ‘The institution resulted from the "_‘ shih ”; or t'hé‘ bﬁsine‘ss
section.. The street of shops of the same trade came into existence when the “ shih ”
or the business section was instituted. The merchanfs belonging to the streét of
shops of the same trade enjoyed the privilege of monopoly in fheir line of business ;
hence; althougil they had §ome occasions to co-operate with oﬁe_ another, they did
not feel 'any_ special necessity of forming themselves into a strong organisation for
common action. It was after the breakdown of the institution of the * shih” at the
close of the T‘a:ng period, or éven later, that they came to otganise a real metchants’
association, |

In the Sung and the Yiian periods, craftsmen organised thérnselves into

a sott of a trade association. The organisation was mote often called %o

{E, but was sometimes called bang as well. In the present paper, however,

discussion of the subject has been omitted because the writer fears that the clarity

of the present discussions may be sacrificed by the introduction of the new topic.

Studies on the craftsmen’s organisations will be published in another paper.

(Translated into English, from the Japanese text, by H. Kodama.)






