An Index of Embassies and Tribute Missions
from Islamic Countries to Ming China
(1368-1466) as recorded in the Ming

Shih-lu BE#H classified according
to Geographic Area

By Hiroshi WaATANABE*

As is well known, the M ing Shih-lu HES%Y is a basic source of materials
concerning the history of the Ming Period, in which embassies and tribute
missions from Islamic countries are fully recorded. The late Professor K6d5 -
Tazaka MIFGE (1912-1957) published a chronological list of these embassies
and tribute missions in his masterly work Chigoku ni okeru Kaikyé no
Denrai to sono Gutsil FENZ 0T BRI OER L F0RLE (Islam in China, Its
Introduction and Development), Vol. 1I, Tokyo: the Toyo Bunko, 1964, pp.
999-1053. The Ming Shih-lu used by Tazaka are manuscripts copies kept by
the Toyo Bunko and some other institutions in "Tokyo, as well as the printed
edition of 1940. And his chronological table covers the period from 1368 to
1627. 1In 1968, a collated edition of Ming Shih-lu was published by the
Academia Sinica in Taiwan, on the basis of which Mr. Watanabe compiled

[* Mr. Hiroshi Watanabe was born in 1929, finished the post-graduate course of University of
Kei6 in 1956, and is now a research member of the Asia-Africa Cultural Research Institute,
Toyo University H¥EKERT7 U7 - 77 ) #C{LFRZEHT. He is specialized in history of Islam,
with special reference to the spread of Islam in Asia. He has published many books, articles
and book reviews. Among others, a bibliography of works in Japanese on Hsin-chiang (%738
WFZECRRE &%, 1866-1962, HASL, 92 pp., Tokyo, 1962), an annotated bibliography of articles
and books in Japanese concerning Islam classified according to the authors (4 2 5 AipH

Hek—3%:% 7 124 pp., 1961, printed for private circulation), and many bibliographical studies

on Marco Polo are appreciated by experts.]

1) As to the compilation and editions of Ming Shih-lu, see Senryi Mano S5 E%E, Min-
jitsuroku no Kenkyit HAEEEEDIFZS in Mindai Manmdéshi Kenkyl BHRRBEZEHIFZE (4 col-
lection of Articles on the Mongols and the Manchus under the Ming Dynasty), Kyoto
University, 1968, pp. 1-72 and W. Franke, An Iniroduction to the Sources of Ming History,
Kuala Lumpur, 1968, pp. 8-23, 30-43, and other people’s works referred to by these two
authors. As to the collated edition of Ming Shih-Iu in 183 volumes, published by the
Academia Sinica in 1963-68, see a brief history of collation by Dr. Huang Chan-chien
FE¥M in the Ta-lu tsa-chi K pegzk, Vol. 43, No. 2, 1972, pp- 57-60, under the title drgz
B SEE I 5 7 B B SR AT I B S T/
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a new list of embassies and tribute missions sent to China during the period
from 1368 to 1644, revising and completing Tazaka's one. Mr. Watanabe
rearranged the table according to geographic area and published it in the
T6y6 Daigaku Ajia Ahurika Bunka Kenkyiijo Kiyo H¥ERBET 7 « 77V 7
SCAURR SRR AR 3R (Annudl Journal of the Asia-Africa Cultural Research Insti-
tute, Toyo University, for the year 1971, pp. 120-61. The index here pub-
lished is a reproduction of this table with some additions and revisions.

The index is divided into two parts: one is the index of countries which
sent missions by land and the other of countries which sent embassies by sea.
The countries are arranged according to the frequency of missions. Each
entry consists of six columns: (1) the Date, (2) the Name of Ruler who
despatched the Embassies, (3) the Name of Ambassador(s), (4) the Book Num-
ber and Pagination of the Ming Shih-lu (of the edition of Academia Sinica),
(5) the Book Number of the Ming-shih-kao Hi5F% and Ming-shih B3 in
which the corresponding statement is made, and (6) the items presented to
Ming Emperors as tribute and the Dealings of the Ming Government with
the embassies (investiture, imperial gift, and entertainment). In case em-
bassies from more than one country were received at the same time, each
country is listed individually and the names of other countries are noted in
the last column. The compiler’s remarks are always given between two
parentheses [ ]. In this index, nothing is mentioned of embassies described
as lai-kuei 3REF “came to surrender, came to settle down”.

Up to this date, four extracts of Ming Shih-lu have been published. The first is the
Mindai Manmé Shiryé, Min Jitsuroku Shé BRIVFRSESUEL, BHESRT) (Materials relating to
Manchuria and Mongolia as recorded in the Ming Shih-lu), compiled and published by
University of Kyoto in 1933-1959. It consists of eighteen volumes, of which ten are
assigned to Mongolia, six to Manchuria, and two to Chronological Indices, the second half
of the tenth volume of Mongol Section being assigned to extracts of record relating to
Tibet and Tibetan peoples in the north-western border of China. The second is the
Southwest Asia in Chinese Reign Chronicles (1368-1644) BREESE-hZ BRIEasE, Vol. 1,
259 pp., edited by Messrs. Chiu Ling-yeong ##4#5, Chan Hok-lam [27%, Chan Cheung
[, and Lo When §77, and published by the Hsiieh-tsin Press B Hifjjit, Hong Kong,
in 1968. This is based on the Ming Shih-lu printed in 1940 and extracts of statements
concerning countries of Southeast Asia are arranged by chronological order. The third
is the Mindai Saiiki Shiryé, Minjitsuroku Shé BAFRFEIL R, BIESHH), compiled by Pro-
fessor Junpei Ogiwara FEJE7%F and published by the Institute of Inner Asian Studies,
University of Kyoto, FEIABZEIAKE7 ¥ 7if%HT in 1974 (3+3+755 pp.). In this ex-
tract, Saiiki or Western Regions mean not only Central and Western Asia but also South-
east and South Asia. The fourth is the Minjitsuroku no Okinawa Shiryd HIESF D iRk
compiled by Professor Hisanori Wada FIH/Af& and so far the first part has been pub-
lished in the Ochanomizu Joshi Daigaku Jinbunkageku Kiyd 250K A&FREAEE
W (Memoirs on Humanities of Ochanomizu University of Women), Vol. 24, No. 2, 1971,
pp- 1-61. As is shown by the title, this is an extract of materials concerning the Rylkyt
Islands of the Ming Shih-lu of Academia Sinica edition, which may be studied side by
side with the Ryikyt Rekidai Héan IFIREREEZE. Both the second and the third, in-
cluding materials relating to Islamic countries, are in close relationship with the present
index. K. Enoki.
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An Index of Embassies and Tribute Missions from Islamic Countries

Country Names according to Alphabetical Order
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Hsi-lan-shan 888601 . ..vvvvvvennnn.... 53
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Hsi-yarig P53 (See So-li F{HE) ......... 59
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Hu-tan poig .............ccoeeiun.... 37
Huo-chan-ti KB ..covvviiiinn..... 33
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Wi, Lu-ch'éng &%) ............. 33
Liu-ch‘éng i (See Liu-chén-ch‘éng

Wik, Lu-chéng &4) ........... 29
Liu-shan @l ...oovvviiniiiinann... 57
Lu-ch'éng % (See Liu-chén-ch‘éng

WifsIR, Liu-ch'eng #ifg) ........... 36
Lu-li-ssi-t'an &AEE .............. 37
Lu-mi %3 (See Ju-mi ggaf) .......... 25
Ma-érh-ha-lan  FEEIRSEF .............. 34
Ma-lin BEAR vvvviivnnnnnnian. ... 57
Man-la-chia FHHEIMT +overenrrnnnnnnnn... 47
Mi-hsi-érh &R ... 35



Mo-la BRF] .veiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiies 33 Shé-li-wan-nai-ting &HEBTHT -....... 38
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Sa-ma-érh-han #ERZE . ..o voveiens 18 Twulufan FHF ...ciiiiiiiiian 13
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Names of Western Countries via Land according to
the Frequency of Missions
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