An Example of the Granary Workers in the
Latter Half of the Yi Period |

'The case of the people levied by the office for receipt of
rice contributions (ZE&EE Sonhech‘ong A¥R Ch‘angmomin)

By Kozo Tacawa

1. It is extremely difficult to find out about the life of the common
people under the Yi dynasty. There are arguments by officials in the ‘Veritable
Records’ and literary collections, but they are largely no more than abstract
phrases, and one can only obtain an outline impression by putting them
together. But in the 18th and 19th centuries there were merchants with
special rights, TEEMR sijon-simin and HRA kongyein,™ and there exist
records and documents left by them, in addition to governmental records.
But it is not easy to cope with the obscure jargon or the free-hand script,
or, sometimes, the scribble. Again, there are such documents as the FHZH
sasongnok and FEBEZE chesd’an, written by regional officials, but their contents
are too abbreviated. These record the essentials of judgments passed on
accusations or complaints, but their contents amount to no more than simple
memoranda: But they are, of course, even so, important sources of knowledge
about the life of people in the provinces. Apart from this, the present writer
has recently obtained knowledge of the existence of material relating to the
granary workers. And this too must be considered as an extremely valuable
source concerning the common people. It consists of two fascicules entitled
BEBRA Yong'ying tingbon, the first of b0 sheets, the second of b4. #HE
Yong'yong is the superintendence of @ Ydngnam, that is, of BEMiiE Kyong-
sangdo, and so it was at first thought that it would be a record of official
exchanges with this superintendence. This document is now preserved in
the National Central Library in Seoul. A few years ago the present writer
applied to this library, and was kindly enabled to acquire photographs of
the document. It turns out that the contents are otherwise, and it is a
record of complaints and related departmental documents, principally con-
cerned with the people levied by the office for receipt of rice contributions,
% #E Stnhech'dng (abbreviated as #EE He-ch'dng) AHX ch‘angmomin. In
the title of both fascicules, ‘Yéng'yéng’ is certainly wrong, and it would seem
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that the document originally had no cover, and so some suitable cover from
another book was used. To judge from the contents, it could also well be
entitled the records, f&& tingbon, of the Sonhech'ong ch‘angmomin. The
year of the complaints and other documents is given only in terms of the
sexagenary cycle, while the sequence is both disordered and broken; it is
certainly not a complete document. Even so, there is nothing comparable
to it in relation to the granary workers, and it must be accorded great im-
portance in that respect. In this article I propose to use this as my central
point and examine the life and also the environment of the Sdnhech‘dng
granary workers. In what follows Tiingbon (records) will be used as short
for Yong'yong idingbon, cited above.

2. The Sonhech‘ong was set up about the end of the 3rd or beginning
of the 4th month of the year of the accession of ¥##E King Kwanghaegun
(1608). Along with the cessation of the system of contributions and im-
portant corvées outside the capital, which had already been in a state of
chaos and collapse for a century and more, the XF% Taedongmi (rice)
was levied as a mew land tax, apart from the rice tax and distinct from
the land tax that had existed hitherto; in order to ensure the expenses of
regional government departments, this was used as a source of revenue, a
part being retained in the provinces, and the remainder being sent to the
centre and applied to the essential commodities and other expenses of the
various government departments. This new law was at first called =& @z
the Sonhe Law but was almost at once termed k[t the Taedong Law.
At the beginning it was operated in IE:SE Kyénggido and H#EE the
Kyonggich'ong was established, then combined with the former #ZSEE
Sangp‘yongch‘ong and called the Sonhech‘dng. Later, in the second year of
=il King Injo (1624), it was set up in the remains of the old {=#% Yingysng
Palace® inside Zji#l'] Sungnye Gate (the great south gate) of capital. This
area was later called &{H Ch'angdong. There were established JTJEEE the
Kang'wongch’ong, responsible for {LJfi#& Kang'wondo, in the same year; i
i the Ch'ungch’dngdo ¥I7EE Hosdch'Sng in the second year of #5% King Hyo-
jong (1651); £FE:& the Chdllado HIFEEE Honamch'Sng in the eight year (1657);
and finally BEfi:E the Kydngsangdo 44 BE Yongnamch'ong in the third year of
King Sukchong (1677). There were thus five Sonhech‘dng. It was put into
operation in & Hwanghaedo in the thirty fourth year of sz King
Sukchong (1708) and there is the name, ¥FEgE Haesdch‘Sng, but no special
office (& ch'dng) was set up, the duties being carried out by the Hosdch'sng,
and later the Kang'wonch‘ong. In addition to these there were established
the fxMEE Chinhyulch’dng and the ¥%7%JE Kyunyskch'dng. The former was
transferred to the Hech'dng in Sukchong 12 (1686)® and amalgamated with
the Sangp‘ydngch’ng; the latter was incorporated in %jfl King Yéngjo 29
(1753). Thus apart from the five Hech'Sng already mentioned, the Sang-
p'ydngch’'ong, Chinhyulch’dng and Kyunydkch‘dng were amalgamated and one
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more office was added; alongside was also established, in Yongjo 35 (1759),
A#lf the Kong'ingsaek, which handled the distribution of monthly salaries
and clothes to ##5 tojejo and lower officials.

The staff of the Hech‘dng consisted of three tojejo, first class first degree
(S yong'wijong, 7 chwa-(left) and 7 u-(right) BB tijong) and three
$#£39 chejo, second class second degree or above, among whom one combined
the office of FE¥|®E hojop'ansi. The chejo and above were called HEE
%% I hech'dng tangsang; one of the chejo was in sole charge of the duties,
while the other two were regarded as subordinate and assisted him. Below
there were five EFEE nangch‘dng as administrative officials, and, again, in
each office there were =t kyesa, BB sori, EE kojik, E4 saryong, ZH
tamo and E+ kunsa.® Again, the Taedong-mi (rice) was levied as white
rice in the plains, and in the hills as copper cash or cotton; and from
the time of King Hyonjong to the first year of King Sukchong, it was
levied at a uniform rate of 1 # kydl 12 tu (3}) with the exception of
Kang’'wéndo. Those who contributed cash or cotton did so according to
an officially fixed conversion rate.(® The S8nhech’ng, as a first class first
degree yamen, ranked as the most senior of all the offices, and, sharing,
as it did, with 5% the Hojo, control of the finances of the whole country,
it occupied an extremely important position.

The tax rice transported from all the provinces (3& to) was all gathered
into granaries both inside and outside the capital. And, as was said above,
with every extension of the application of the Taedong Law these granaries
were successively established, amounting to nine sites in all:

(1) PIEEEE Nach'dnggo (storehouse): granary established at the site of

the head office of the Hech'dng. On the H¥E2E Susin Complete
Map(® this is given as Sinhe Granary, occupying a large area at
#4135 Yangsaengbang &iH Ch'angdong inside the Sungnye Gate
(the Great South Gate). The cash and cotton were gathered into
their respective storehouses, and the rice grain was transported to
{I & the Kang Granary. Under the heading of the different store-
houses of Sénhech'dng, BEILE the Mangiyoram says, “In the 2nd
year of Yinjo (1624), the Kang'wdnch'dng was also established,
and an inner office (AEE naech'dng) was built. The latter had
84 F9 doors.” There is a list of H# Kydnggi, 8 doors; WIFE
Hosd, 11 doors; #iFg Honam, 36 doors; #5FF Yongnam 8 doors;
P Haesd, 3 doors; A%l Kong'ingsaek, 3 doors, and H&EEE
Kyunyokch‘ong, 7 doors. On the subject of ‘doors’, the work
says, “All the big granaries have the outward appearance of a
single structure, but they are divided inside into a large number
of compartments. The interior was divided into storehouses (JE
ko) of a number of kan (). [A kan was an area of about 2.4
metres square], and these necessarily had doors. Where a number



136

(2)

)

©

(5)

(6)

The Memoirs of the Toyo Bunko, 37, 1979

of doors is mentioned here, one door means one storehouse.”
Total, 84 storehouses.

{LEE Kangch‘anggo: this was on the hill Yongsan beside L
the Han river, about 4 kilometres to the south west of the capital.
It was built when the Kydnggich'dng was established, and in the

«first year of King Hyojong (1650) the Hosd and Honam storehouses

were successively built. The Mangiyoram gives Kydnggi, 5 doors;
Hosd, 9 doors, and Honam, 8 doors, total 22 storehouses. -

Bk A Kujinch‘anggo: this was to the north of the Kangch‘anggo.
In Sukchong 15 (1689), having originally been the Chinhyulch'dng-
g0, it was made into granaries belonging to the HosS and Honam
ch‘ong. b doors each, total 10 storehouses.

BIAE Pydlch'anggo: this was in AR T‘aep‘yongdong, Zi:Lj
Yangsaengbang, inside B33 the Sotii Gate (Small West Gate S3so-
muh) of the capital. When the Chinhyulch‘dng was set up in Hydn-
jong 2nd year (1661), a storehouse was built, and in Sukchong 36
(1710) the HosS storehouse was constructed. In Yongjo 14 (1738) this
was enlarged, in the 19th year (17438), the Yongnam and Honam
storehouses were built, and at the same time as these two were
enlarged in IEfl Choéngjo 9 (1785), the ¥ikEEEE Sindaech‘dnggo
was constructed. There were subsequently Kydnggi, 2 doors;
Hoss, 21 doors; Honam, 19 doors; Yongnam, 14 doors; Kyun-
ch‘dng, 10 doors; total 67 storehouses. This constituted the
largest store structure after the Naech‘dnggo and is given as T
#7EE “Stnhe New store” at #3iA Kwanjéngdong, Yangsaengbang,
on the Susén Complete Map.

#TAME Sinch'anggo: this was at EEIF Mallihysn, #IL Yongsan,
and was also called BE A the Mallich‘ang. At the same time as
the Chinhkyulch'dng was built in Sukchong 15 (1689), the store-
houses of Hos6 and Honam were established, and then they came
under the control of the Honam and HaesSch'dng. Chinch‘ing,
35 doors; Haesd, 8 doors; Honam, 20 doors; total 58 storehouses.
FEE P'yongch‘anggo: this was at H&EZE Tangch‘undae, EE&
Pohydnbong mountain, outside ##F the Ch'ang’iii Gate (North
Gate). This was originally built, in Sukchong 39 (1713), for the
supply of military provisions to the mountain strongholds (L3
sansing) of JLEE Pukhan under the control of KHEEE the Kyongni-
ch'ong, and was called H#&E the Tangchunch'ang (store); the
military provisions were sent from the Hos5, Honam and Yongnam
ch'dng. Later, in Yongjo 23 (1747), the Kyingnich‘ong was abolish-
ed, and #7%HEE the Ch'ong’yungch‘dng, which had been at =i
Samch’dngdong, $#£%5 Chinjangbang, in the northern section of
the capital, was moved to #i7%Z Ydényungdae outside the Ch'ang’ui
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Gate and given sole control of the mountain strongholds of
Pukhan, and at the same time Tangch‘unch'ang was placed under
it. So the P‘ydngch‘ang of the Kydngnich'ong, which had been
here hitherto was transferred to the Hech‘dng. Here there were
Honam, 9 doors; Hosd, 1 door; Yongnam, 4 doors; total 14
storehouses.

(7) JtAEE Pukch'anggo: this was at Samchdngdong, before mentioned.
After its transfer to the Ch‘ong’yungch‘dng, it was built afresh on
the remains of its foundations in Ydngjo 24 (1748).(® Here there
were Honam, 8 doors; Hosd, 8 doors; total 14 storehouses. '

(8) FAEE Namch‘anggo: this was at #5% Chujadong, #[Ff Hundo-
bang, in the southern section of the capital. In Ydngjo 26 (1750),
houses and storehouse for ¥#%E the Kyunydkch'éng were built
here on the foundations of the old 5F#EE Sudch'dng, and in
Yéngjo 85 (1759), Hosd, Honam and Y&ngnam storehouses were
further established. Later there came to be: Honam, 8 doors;
Yéngnam, 8 doors; Kyunch‘dng, 19 doors; total 39 storehouses.
On the Susén Complete Map “Kyunydkch'ang” is written below
AZEIL Mongmydksan (Namsan).

(9) HAHE Tongch'anggo: this was at L5 Yihydn, #7EL; Yonhwabang
in the eastern section of the capital. At first it was under jf:5B%
the Changyong’'yong, which was established in Chdngjo 9 (1785),
but after the abolition of this department of administration in
il Sunjo 2 (1802), it was transferred to the Hech’dng. Yongnam,
17 doors; 17 storehouses.

Above were the 9 sites, both inside and outside the capital of the
storehouses and other buildings of the various departments under the Hech'ong,
with a total of 282 storehouses. This is nearly double the 5 sites for E&R
the Kunjagam, E#A Kwanghtngchang, Bl% Pydryéng, FlE Pydlgo and
#REL Plungjdch‘ang, so that the Hech'Sng was in charge of the greatest
number of storehouses of all the various departments. However, these figures
are those given in the Mangiyoram and are therefore those of the time,
Sunjo 7 (1807), when this work was compiled.

3. Whether at the centre or in the provinces the workers. for guarding,
handling and other duties in connection with the storehouses were recruited
among the local inhabitants. They were generally called &R ch‘angmin
(store people), BRBE ch'anggimin or AERE changjo-komin. Their work
was assessed as corvée, but after the Taedong Law had been put into operation,
they received what was called &{EX ydkkami (‘wage rice’) as wages, which
were their means of living. And it was the same in the case of the store-
houses under the Sonhech‘dng. But the store people of the Yongsan-kang-
chang, that is to say of the HosSch'Sng and the Honam-ch‘dng, and later
also those of the new Chinhyul-ko, were distinguished from the others by
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the special appellation of ch‘angmomin (‘store levied people’).
One finds such passages as:

“In the beginning, the appellation of ZEE, momin was only instituted
to apply to the workers of the Kangch‘ang.”

“When the Taedong Law was put into operation, storehouses were built
in uninhabited localities, and people were levied to live in the surround-
ing area and guard them; they were named momin, and when this matter
had been reported to the king and his permission was obtained, it became
fixed, and the appellation was even used in the statutes.”

Also, when the Chinhyul-ko was established, the royal assent was ob-
tained, and people were levied, made to abandon their old houses and
live round the storehouses.(® That is to say, the workers belonging to the
Yongsangang-ch‘ang, the old Chinhyulch‘ang and the Sinch‘ang, outside the
capital, were called ch‘angmomin, and as the storehouses were all established
in originally uninhabited localities, they built their own houses at the same
time and moved their residences. 357§ The Yodngnamgos were contained
in the storchouses of SSnhech‘dng inside the capital, and also were built
beside the P‘ydngch‘ang at the foot of Mount Pukhan, outside. But the
people in charge of this were not levied.

It is said in the record of the Hech'Ong itself:

“The people of the Y8ngnamch‘ang were not levied in the beginning
nor were there storehouses to be guarded. After the establishment of
the storehouses, there was a great difference in the degree of hardship
of the work between them and the momin of the Two Ho #] (Ch'ung-
ch'éngdo, Chéllado).”®

The people of the various stores inside the capital were from the start
inhabitants of the place and were consequently not momin. As regards the
statutes mentioned above, we find in XM the Soktaejon, compiled in Yéngjo
20 (1744), that under S - #pf the Hojén Yobu section there is written
ch’angmomin,() and in TH - #i4 the Kongjdn chamnydng section, FRHE
momingye.

They did not differ only in their appellations; in particular, the momin

“of the Kangch‘ang, who existed only from the time of the institution of
the Taedong Law, differed conspicuously from the others both in the nature
of their work and in point of their wages. The most senior of the heads of
households among them was designated &= A ch‘angju’in, store master, by
the Hech'6ng. We find 23 names distinguished in the tdingbon in the Ist
month of Hyojong 9 (1658).12) The store masters were officials who were
in general charge of the storehouse, responsible for storage, issuing, receiving
and handling, but momin were at the same time issued with %5 ch'ach'dp
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(certificates of appointment) as masters of such and such an office (office
here means prefecture, sometimes referred to as & 4dip) for each prefecture
levying Taedong rice. They were commonly called individually ¥tz A
Hongju-juw’in, BEAEN Yong'amch'ang-ju'in BEEEA Hing'yang'ip-ju’in
and so on. This was on the model of the store people of the Kunjagam
of the Hojo. Also, because they gave their children sole charge of hand-
ling and transport, their appellations came to be divided into A chu'in,
master, and %A ypigin, official. The number of momin is extremely
obscure, but according to what they said in Chdngjo 12 (1788),(13) they
were only several hundreds, and if fathers, mothers, wives and children
are counted, only some thousands.

Next, they were obliged by the necessity for their own management,
defence and solidarity vis-a-vis outsiders to form %2 kye (guilds). This emerges
clearly from the section on various ordinances in T# the kongjon of K
the Soktaejon: “The handling and transport of the tax grain designated as
coming from the ports on #JT. the Han River is dealt with by JEG# the
unsok-kye (also called 3EAF the unbu-kye: transport guild) and the momin-
kye (guild of ch‘ang-momin), who take half each of the tax grain.” The
formation of these guilds probably came gradually into being from the time
of the reign of Hyojong. Also, in respect of the momin of the Sin-ch‘ang
Chin-ch‘éng storehouse, we find, “Three appointments (ZFi{E samso’im)
of the momin of the Chinhyul-ch‘éng” in a document concerning the =g
ZE Samnam momin of Yoéngjo 40 (1764). The three appointments were
members of the guilds, and they were called, as a rule, 8z ying'wi, Lt
sang’tim and Tt ha'im, or EHE sujwa, “JE ‘jwa and ZE samjwa. Ac-
cording to the relative number of guild members and the relative size of
their organization, there were further differences in their numbers and
appellations, but the three appointments were the three kinds cited above.
It thus perhaps goes without saying that there was this kind of official
also in the momin guilds. They led their guild members and were their
representatives vis-a-vis outsiders. Normally they took office by rotation. This
was also known as ZE kye’im or guild appointment. One also finds in
.a document concerning the inhabitants of Samch‘dngdong of the 6th month
of 1782, that a guild of officials was in existence for the people of the
Kyonggich‘dng and the P‘yongch‘ang store, in respect of cargo handling
workers. The momin guilds may be supposed to have covered the store-
masters and the officials under them.

Next, what duties or work had the ch‘angmomin and what wages or
salaries? Let us try to sum these up as follows on the basis of the tingbon
and complaints and so on.

(1) Protection and patrolling of the storehouses and other buildings.
This was carried out throughout the year, day and night, and whatever the
weather. This included camping out on guard by the riverside from the
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unloading of the grain from the boats until its entering the storehouse, and
it was often the case that the exiguity of the storehouse would necessitate
the temporary loan of storehouses elsewhere, and these guard duties would
be temporarily spread among two or three different places.

(2) Inside and outside the storehouse buildings, weeding, snow clearing
and time-keeping (&% Chwagying).*) Chwagydng or timekeeping was
receiving information from the clepsydra office of the palace (¥ nuguk)
and warning the night patrol of the hour. Within the capital, from the
earliest times of the kingdom, from lords and ministers down to-the common
people there was ¥t pang’yok (district duty) of transit for all ranks. The
¥ pang (district) both inside and outside the capital, was an urban ad-
ministrative division, cities being divided into five pang, below which were
i# tong, which were further subdivided into # kye. One can see in #EEIXH
the Kyingguk-taejin that this was particularly strict in the case of store-
houses. Weeding and snow clearing made one of the district duties, and
fell to the inhabitants in the neighbourhood of the palaces and the various
official departments. Thus this item relates to the duty in relation to transit
incumbent on the inhabitants of the capital.

(8) Unloading of rice grain from ships, transport and cargo handling.
Transport and cargo handling were basically regarded as the exclusive duty
of the momin, and no outside interference was considered permissible. The
storemasters took charge of this, with their sons under them, but sometimes
they took on other labour, in which case the wages were the responsibility
of the storemasters. Basically the responsibility for delivery of the tax rice
grain to the storehouse was held to be that of the fEE¥E yong un-kamgwan
(transport officer) or ¥ T sagong (ship’s master) sent from the administrative
centres on board both {E#t choson (ships designated by the state for the
transport of tax rice) or hired ships. For the Hojo there were momin officials,
but for the storehouses managed by the army there were no cargo handling
workers exclusively assigned, and it was normal practice for the transport
officer, ship’s master or captain themselves to hire labour, which was very
different from the momin. Strictly speaking, the momin had the exclusive
responsibility for the transport of tax rice grain for the Hoss, Honam and
each Chinhyul-ch‘éng. When deliveries were made to the Kangch‘ang on
Yongsan, they were of course in charge, but they also had the exclusive
responsibility for the transfer of stored grain to the various storehouses in
the capital or to those of other official departments, and for transport from
the docks. But there were no wages for the transfer of stored grain. They
~ were, so to speak, the exclusive workers for the Hosd, Honam and each
Chinhyul-ch‘éng. :

(4) Repair of storehouses and attached buildings. As well as repairing
walls damaged by rain or otherwise, and opening up drains, they dealt with
the construction of thorn fences in spring and-autumn and covering roofs,
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providing the tools and materials themselves. This was not only for the
storehouses based on Yongsan, but applied similarly to those dependent on
them inside the capital, and if they engaged other labour because they were
short-handed, they paid the expenses themselves.

(8) Construction of new storehouses. They were also responsible for
all the work when additions were made to existing storehouse buildings.
We find these complaints made by them:

“When new building was done on the Mallich‘ang (Sinch‘anggo),
Naechdnggo, Pydlch‘anggo, Samch‘dndongch‘ang (Pukch‘anggo) and
Kyunydkch‘dngch‘ang (Namch‘anggo), we received wages for labour, but
we ourselves were responsible for the wages of large numbers, and paid
them, the whole sum amounting to several tens of thousands of 7 taels.”
(Words in brackets are the writer’s, and similarly below.)

“When there was the new construction of the Pydlch‘ang in 1662,
when there was reconstruction of the new department (new office) of
the Naech‘dngch‘ang in 1626, when the Pukch‘ang was newly built on
Samchdngdong in 1748, when the Namch‘ang was built on Chudong
“in 1758, and when the Sin-pydlch‘ang (New Pydlch‘ang) inside the S3so
Gate, and on the occasion of other work, of varying size, on repairs
or new building, of annual occurrence, we were responsible, overall, for
labour charges amounting so some tens of thousands of taels, which we
have not yet been able to have reimbursed.” (15

It can be said that, apart from the P‘yéngch‘ang and the Tongch‘anggo,
almost all the work of building the storehouses of the SSnhech‘dng was
handled by the momin. ‘Wages for labour (A%} kuryo)’ in the quotation
were the wages for the workmen employed by the storemasters in the course
of the job. Being considered that the works were large scale, they were
five pints (¥ sling) daily supplied by the Hech'Sng, but seven tenths of
the cloth currency there included were the responsibility of the storemasters.
There is the following passage, among the transcripts, in a situation report
on the momin of the Kangch‘ang of the head department.

“When this storehouse was being built, one ssk of rice per month per
man was supplied by the Sénhech‘dng (one & s6k was 15 tuz}). But
for every 9 tu we receive 1 tu as liquor rice, which we give to the
workers. For the 5 tu short we pay additionally 3 taels, being the
value of 2 rolls (1 roll = about 15.5 m.) of cotton in lieu of the 5 tu.”

One s6k was 15 tu. (A tu by Japanese standards was about 3 sho 7t
6 g6 4 = approximately 6.5 litres: [EEEpELHFAERE Kankoku ndsan
tochi chésa hokoku]) The total of 10 tu of liquor rice and eating rice was
provided officially, but the remaining 5 tu were in cloth currency, for which
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the momin paid 3 taels for 2 rolls, thus paying for the labour they employed.

(6) Various tasks when % I the tangsang and HFEE nangch’ong went
out on their duties. It was the rule that, when a transport arrived at the
anchorage, the tangsang and nangch‘dng should proceed to Yongsan and
carry out a check of the tax grain, and an inspection of the crew, from BH
the kamgwan down to ¥ T the sagong and KE kyokkun. The check was
carried out in the Yongsan checking department (Ei#8 ChSmgdmch'dng).
The tangsang, together with the fFEZEME ying'un ch'asa’win (civil and
military officials of the locality of W& the choch‘ang; (that is storehouses
on the coast at places designated by the government, where the tax rice
from the prefectures and counties was collected and there loaded on to the
transporting ship) who came on board from the choch‘ang in the various
provinces, took one s6k of grain from the ship, and examined it for quality
and quantity against a rice sample in a special bag. The sample rice was
called Bk kansaek-tacbong-mi (‘inspection bag rice’); the name of
prefecture and county was marked on the bag, and one sok of rice was put
in it and taken on board. The examination was for quality and contraction
in volume of the rice. The inspection involved checking a list of the crew,
from the kamgwan down, to verify whether the men were the right ones
or substitutes. On these occasions the storemasters were responsible for
providing #EBH pojin (mats) and {K% dimak (tents) and for weighing and
making the comparative examination.

4. The duties of the ch‘angmomin were thus extremely broad. What,
then, of their wages? There were two rates, the wages of the storemasters
and the handling wages of the momin. The storemaster’s wage was sometimes
called MH#&1{E yon-yokka (‘smoke’ wage) but normally was known as H—{f
paegilcho (‘one in a hundred’). This meant one ssk for every 100 sck of
tax grain, that is to say, a wage of 1%. The limit of the amount of high-
grade grain on board a ship was from 800 to 1,000 s3k; to this, when the
Taedong rice levy was introduced, were added an extra 120 or so sgk, as
supplementary taxes such as jnF the kasing, =fH iga, {F#& chakchi and
NEHEE  injong-jappi: injong, kindness, originally had the sense of gift
or gratuity, and was practiced in a customary way, until it was later regu-
larized and the amount fixed. It was not just a tax payment; just as when
commodities were delivered to senior official departments, this was distributed
to the clerks, lower officials of the various tax gathering departments, and
regarded as their income). niF The kasiing was compensation for contraction,
—{& the iga was payment for transport to the granary, {E#& the chakchi
was commission on delivery to the granary, and Af% the injing (‘gratuity’)
was eating rice for the clerks and other minor officials directly attached to
government departments, wages paid from the miscellaneous expenses. Since
they were in fact 1%, of the tax grain of the different prefectures, it may
perhaps go without saying that there was a certain amount of difference
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between them.

As will be explained below, the ‘one in a hundred’ was later held to
- cover the expenses of feasting (f# konggwe) and entertaining ships’ crews.
The former meant supplying meat and drink and making courteous
acknowledgement to all a ship’s crew when it came into port; the latter
meant providing food and drink three times in a day to the transport super-
intendent and subordinate cargo handlers in the courtyard of the granary,
when delivery was made. It is to be supposed that the konggwe or feasting
did not take place from the start, but rather consisted in selling liquor and
rice-cakes to the crews, and only later turned into this custom. The sale of
liquor and cakes started in Hyojong 8 (1657) when the Honam storehouse
was established. When any kind of transport vessel came into port, it had
long been the custom that not only the local inhabitants but also influential
members of the royal household, including the king and his wives and
concubines, should send inferiors to sell tobacco, liquor and cakes to the
ship’s crew. There were also frequent occasions on which large quantities
of wage rice were extorted and fights provoked. In this year the momin of
the Kangch'ang were authorized to sell liquor and cakes to the crews of
ships transporting the Taedong rice and surreptitious selling by others was
forbidden, so that they obtained recognition of their monopoly.

Year musul KX 2nd month day: order:

The foregoing order concerns the items in the appended complaint.
The substance of the order is to be faithfully adhered to in the towns
and villages listed below. If after the presentation of a petition in this
way any infraction is discovered, those serving as B« tudu (‘head of
hamlet’), 78 haengsu (‘chief officials’) or F7 yusa (‘officials’) will be
unable to avoid grave guilt. It shall be fully communicated to every
household that from now on the secret sale of liquor (to ship’s crews) is
entirely prohibited. ‘If by any chance I am negligent I submit to in-
curring guilt.” [The last sentence is written as a request by the recipient
of the order, and his seal appears below it.]

Western section: R Map‘o street, PGL. Sdgang street, FEfH3
Kwangwak street, #/T.3¢ T'angang street, 53553 Hyodngjejong street,
#HBH Ongni street, JAHHE Hukssk village, 7K$%HE Such'sl village, [
## Tongmunwe street.

This was a written order issued by the S3nhech‘dng to the Western
section ZHE pongsa (section head, in charge of administration), and is glued
to, or appended to, a written petition from the momin on which there is
a hand-written monogram. The tudu and other officers were urban officials.
Hiuksok village and Such‘dl village were west of Map‘o street and the other
six listed, in the neighbourhood of Ssgang. They thus obtained the monopoly
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of selling to the crews of ships transporting the Taedong rice. Probably
at the time their income was addition to their wages. But it seems quite
likely that in the course of time disputes broke out among the crews, as a
result of this the income regarded solely as coming from the provision of
liquor and cakes ceased, and it was then included in the 1% wage together
with the receptions in the granary courtyard. In Sukchong 45 (1719), there
was a dispute on the part of the ships’ crews, planning to reduce their wages
in accordance with the extent of the hospitality provided. At this time the
momin made the following complaint: "

“After their (the crews’) arrival, they are entertained as is the custom.
On these occasions we prepare quantities of liquor and meat, and
sometimes go to the docks to offer hospitality. Further, when the rice-
grain is delivered to the granary, we provide three times in a day food
and drink for 50 or 60 people, including numbers of ship’s crew and
cargo handlers, as well as kamgwan (not officials with direct responsibility
for tax payment, but, rather, local low-grade public service personnel),
and clerical staff. Consequently the kamgwan, sagong (ships’ captains)
and kydkkun (sailors), in return for our labours, supply the storemaster
with one ssk of rice for every hundred on board the ship.”

In Yoéngjo 40 (1765), of the year Uryu Z@ were compiled WHFEFFR KR
PEESE the Honamse-taedong-cho’un-chilmok (also called ZEEREE the
Uryu-chaktae-chilmok), (Regulations relating to the transport by ship of
Chsllado tax rice-grain and Taedong rice-grain’ with ‘regulations concerning
the formation of ships’) and the articles on the Injing-jappi (the various
‘gratuities’) were laid down at the same time.t!® One of the latter was to
the effect that in respect of every 1,000 sk of Taedong rice “8 sok were
the wages of the store master, 2 sok for the entertainment of the crews,
making a total of 10 s3k, known as the 1%.” The Sénhech'dng explained,
“Previously the normal expression was ‘wages’ and the hospitality item did
not exist. But since the momin provided liquor and cakes and went to the
ships, and provided meals in the granary courtyard, the wages item was
divided and the hospitality item introduced.’® Since the 19, wage
combined the two, there was no change in the previous arrangement. Subse-
quently, towards the end of the reign of Y&ngjo, there was revision of part
of the law relating to the maritime transport of tax rice and tax goods,
and regulations were introduced whereby the injing-jappi were reduced, but
the wages of the store masters remained unaffected.

Next, what were the wages of the store people under the Sénhech‘ong,
apart from the momin? In the 3HFFEEZE 4] Yongnamch'dng-sarye’ it is stated,
under the heading of injong-jappi that for every 1,000 ssk, ‘the wages of
the momin are 4 sok b tu’ This further agrees with the explanation given
by the Stnhech‘dng to 4% the Chugyosa (‘office of pontoon bridges’), (20
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‘Yéngnam regulation, 4 ssk 5 tu.” That the Yongnam store people (ch‘angmin)
were not momin was, as mentioned previously, explicitly stated by the
Hech‘dng, so the $#FEE®EF] Yongnamch'ong-sarye may be supposed to have
been drawn up in the time of %% Honjong or #%% Ch'dlchong, and the
appellations of momin and ch‘angmin were confused by that time. It follows
that the store people (ch‘angmin) of the Senhech’Sng, apart from the momin,
had a salary of 4 sok 5 tu.

Next, what of the costs of employees and cargo handling? These are
also set out in the iryu (1765) regulations of the Héch'éng relating to the
injong-jappt (‘various gratuities’). The whole text is as follows:

“Schedule of basic gratuities per 1,000 75 sék of Taedong

(1) & sori (4 people) 6 F sok  (2) EEE kojik (4 people) 8 7% sok 8 3} tu
(8) fE4 sarying (5 people) 7H (4) BREES kasaryong 1 A

(5) SCHBE munsojik T 7t siing (6) FAEE sagojik (4 people) 7 3}

(7) KEEE taech'ongjik 3 3} (8) #fE4 tosarying 8 3

(9) BVEEE chobang-kkun 8 =} (10) &B{H taega 2 3t

(11) BRICEE kamunsojik 2 3} (12) EWE p'idaejik 2 3}

(13) ZMEL tingp'ae kunsa 2 3} (14) BEL kunsa 2 3}

(1) ZFE tamo 1 3} (16) R tong'im 1 3}

(17) MBIE ch'okchang 1 2} (18) {B{RE4S ch'oech'ok sarying 2 =}
(19) RFEZE sosol-kkun 1 3} (20) HiEE4S kamgydl-sarying 2 3t
(21) &AL kosa 3 3 (22) BRABUE chinsong-yech'ae 8
(23) fBBL sackku 8 =} (24) FHwA(E4S ch'ongjwa-saryong 1 3}

(25) BEEE choksok-kun (3 people) (26) WIE ujangjik 2
3 3

@7) {ﬁi)\%ﬂﬁ ch‘angju’in yokka 8 7

BT ANBEER R kang’in-kong gwech‘a 2 1

(28) Wage rice for employees 11 75 7 3} 5 Ft stng

(29) TLAE+ kangch'ang-kunsa  (30) Bk mabu-sackchang 2 F 9 3}
9 3} (31) #BE tojang 4 3}

(32) & kwallyong b 3} (33) ILBEA kangbyon-ju'in 5 Tt

(34) BYEESTHR chobang-kkun tasikiae 8 & hop per £

(35) FLEEE sagojik 6 & per A of spilt rice recovered.”

total 10 ‘A called the paegilcho

(28) in the above is the wages for cargo handling by the employees
among the momin. In an official exchange between the Hech’dng and the
Chugyosa (‘pontoon bridge office’) of Chongjo 15 (1791) there is, “for the
employees handling cargo (A7 pusdk), 1 ssk 2 tu 2 sting 5 hop per 100
s6k,” which exactly agrees with 11 s3k 7 tu 5 sting per 1,000 ssk. The
expression, pusik in the above quotation means “carrying sk of rice on
the back”,(20) which is the job of transporting the cargo by carrying Z2%&
kongsik or bales on the back.(22) (22) above was commission for the reports
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on Taedong rice made by the heads of prefectures and sub-prefectures, and,
together with (10) and (21) was collected by the head office. The rest was
almost all rations for the employees of the Hoss-, Honam-, and Chinhyul-
ch'ong. They were supplied with monthly rice and clothing by the head
office, but the rations were a separate special allocation. (16) were officials
of i/ the tong or streets and (32) were officers of 1§ the pang or districts;
in FHXHEH the Sinbo-sugyo-jimnok there is, “kwallying” or warden of
the first sub-district of the capital along the Han River,” (the sub-districts
(H myon) were below the prefectures and sub-prefectures, and below them
were villages.). The officials (16) and (32) had the responsibility of reporting
the arrival of the ships carrying tax grain to the board of civil office and
the Sénhech‘ong. We do not know about the kangbyin-ju'in or ‘riverside
masters’ (33). Were they perhaps in charge of the docking places along the
river? The mabu-sackchang (30) were probably those in charge of horse drawn
transport, and the tojang (31) their subordinates. But there are questions
about (6), (19) and (25) among the remainder. About the sagojik (6), the
S6nhech‘dng has an explanation: (23)

“The sagojik were basically responsible for the distribution of the
‘gratuities’. Their duties were, in fact, when the rice was collected into
the granaries, to prepare the measuring instruments and the mats to
receive the grain, and to pick up any rice that was spilt. When they
had previously had the right to the rice they picked up from the ground,
they deliberately spilt a lot of it, and for this reason alone there was
a serious loss of tax grain; in consequence of this the crews of the
Honam (Chsllado) and Hos3 (Ch‘ungch‘dngdo) boats and of the vessels
on the Han River, in order to put an end to this abuse, applied to the
Sonhech’éng to fix a payment of 6 hop per sdk of rice, and this was
authorized by the head office. In fact, the sagojik were regulated by
the ships’ crews, and this was in order to prevent the loss of tax rice-
grain.” "

That is to say, the sagojik had the task of preparing the kok fi (a measur-
ing standard) and i@ mangsik,*¥) adjusting the weighing and sieving(2
apparatus, and collecting any rice spilt in the course of the examination
of the quality of each sgk. Since in the course of their duties they had a
tendency deliberately to spill too much, it was laid down that pE%
nakchingmi ‘rice spilt in the courtyard’, should be at the rate of $ sting
per s6k, and €k saengmi (‘sample rice’ or rice spilt in the course of the
quality check) at 5 hop per sSk, and some of this was applied to making
up for shrinkage in the tax grain, employees’ rations and % chappi or
miscellaneous expenses. The sagojik worked in accordance with crews’ de-
mands and were not on the staff of the head office. The chdksik-kun (25),26)
responsible for stowage in the granaries, together with sosil-kun (19), snow-
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sweepers, may also be accepted as not being staff but momin. Among the
staff listed, it may be supposed that the chobang-kun too were probably
momin, but we cannot be certain. In addition to these, it is said that the
services of WAE chusik-kun, BAE kisok-kun, HWEE chimmi-kkun, F|E
ing-kun and FIBE chonjip-kun were supplied on the demand of the ships’
crews.20) These too were probably momin. We have no details as to their
work or wages, but they were probably ancillaries connected with the check-
ing operations.

Above are the wage rates of the cargo handlers and other momin;
what then of the cases of the store people who were not momin? There is
a clue to this in the Yongnamch'Sng-sarye, which say, “In the handling of
cargo, the wages for the work of removing dust or dirt mingled with the
rice grain are 4 sSk of rice, at 6 hop per sok, and this is not found among
the various expenses for gratuities in the Uryuchdlmok previously quoted.
Here the handling of the cargo by the employees is the transport of the
cargo. The ‘shaking’ was done by adjustment of a fan, and ‘beating’ was
presumably the same. These wages may be supposed to indicate the rations
covering the cargo handling and other duties of store people other than
momin, corresponding to the “momin wages rice 4 sdk 5 tu”, previously
mentioned. '

The work of the store masters and momin was multifarious. Compared
with the other storepeople their income too was to that extent greater. They
had a monopoly of the work, which was hereditary, passing down to sons
and grandsons. There were also occasions when the duties were sold and
exchanged, and this was comparable to the buying of the right to collect
tax goods, that is to say, commodities, possessed by the tax goods masters
(B#E A kongmul-ju’in). There was buying and selling of the right to
the duties of BAE A tpchang-ju’in or district (ip E) store masters. When
there was a lot of Taedong tax rice, the 1%, wage was worth as much as
1,000 or more taels and was said to have been never less than several hundred.
I do not know whether any documents of these transactions have survived,
but if any were ever to be discovered, a further large number of interesting
questions would doubtless develop. Again, during the period between the
arrival of the ships’ crew and their sailing again, they not only had the
sole charge of the unloading, protection and handling of the grain, but it
would also seem to be the case that their reception and provision of food
and liquor was a very considerable convenience to the crews. So they
maintained a relationship of host and guest with the sailors, and on occasions,
if a crew member turned out to be guilty of a crime, they would also take
on the duty of {## posu (this involved taking the man into one’s house,
and guaranteeing and guarding him there, until his acquittal). Also, in order
to safeguard their duties and protect their wages, they made positive efforts
for the convenience and reception of the crews.
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5. Though the momin of the Kangch‘ang had duties as multifarious
as similar workers in the storehouses of the Hech'sng, their income amounted
to much more. They therefore drew on themselves the envy of others, and
there were ceaseless quarrels in attempts to get the cargo handling. Also,
their wages were sometimes regarded by the ships’ crews as too great, and
there were frequent disputes about its grant. The wages were loaded together
with the tax grain from the various provinces, but as a result of the com-
pensation for the shrinkage of the tax grain being settled at a low figure,
and the lower the amount of the miscellaneous expenses for ‘gratuities’,
so much greater did the surplus become and the increase in the crews’
income. This did not mean therefore that the sailors necessarily submitted
to the wages awarded to the momin. And for this reason, some vaguenesses
and variations in the duties and earnings of the momin were also inevitable.
Let us next look at some of the principal disputes. v

As early as Hydnjong 6 (1665), there was a dispute between the store:
people under the Hech'dng and those of the storehouses of the Naech‘sng.
Two years earlier the FAEEE Hadaech'sng store was built at the main
storehouse, the site being enlarged and neighbouring dwellings evacuated.
This in itself increased the amount of work for those who remained, but
this did not mean any special increase in their earnings. They planned to
seize control of the handling of cargo for the main storehouse, which was
the monopoly of the Kangch'ang momin, and three times in this year they
submitted complaints. But from the initial establishment of the main store-
house, it had been laid down that the Kangch‘ang workers were responsible
for the unloading and carriage of the rice grain, and the workers of the
main storehouse were responsible for transporting and storing the Taedong
copper cash and cotton. Moreover, the employees of the main office took
advantage of the calculations of the tax copper cash and cotton, there were
many abuses involving embezzlement or bribery and coercion of regional
officials, and government servants felt considerable lack of confidence in
them. And so, though there was just a chance of consent, the complaints
were rejected by reason of the difficulty of preventing theft and the inevi-
tability of conflict between the sailors and the Kangch‘ang workers.(29) After
this there was a similar dispute between the inhabitants at the Pydlch'ang
and the momin of the Sinch‘ang on Yongsan. Though they had complaints

“several times rejected in the course of some ten years or so since Sukchong
36 (1710), the Pydlch‘ang store people continued the dispute, and the momin
of Sinch‘ang Chin-ch‘dng and of the storehouses of Hoss and Honam united
in resistance to them. In Kydngjong 2 (1722), the court proposed granting
the cargo handling to the Pydlch‘ang store people by means of a partition
of the tax grain, but this was cancelled in the face of strong opposition on
the part of the department officials. Later, in Yongjo 14 (1738) there were
further outbreaks of disputes on the part of the store people of the Nae-
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ch'ang and Pyslch‘ang but O Irwon HE—~JF and the other signatories of
the complaint were condemned to be banishment,® and it was defeated.
Then the longest lasting dispute was on the part of the people of the
Pukch‘ang, in Samch‘dngdong. They had been the cargo handlers attached
to the Ch‘ong’yungch‘Sng storehouses, which had previously been on this
site. After the removal of this establishment in Yéngjo 20 (1744) and the
building of the Hosd and Honam storehouses of the Sénhech'dng, the cargo
handling was transferred to the momin of the Kangch'ang, and the original
handlers were only made responsible for local guard duties, for which they
were granted no more than 1 sdk of rice per ship, according to the number
of ships carrying Taedong tax rice. Again, when the storehouses were con-
structed, they frequently appealed to take part in the work, but in spite of
this, the storemaster stubbornly refused and managed to gain the monopoly
of the handling. It is not difficult to imagine how discontent turned into
anger. Although the signatories of every complaint on behalf of the
Pukch‘ang people incurred flogging and banishment, they obstinately
persisted for nearly half a century. Their resentment lay in the fact that,
while the storemasters had the high earnings of the 19, wage, they themselves
had suddenly been reduced to the earnings of their labour wage. Finally, in
Chéngjo 6 (1782), they heard that the priests were proposing to appoint
altar guardians for the WiF£ ki’uje (‘rain prayer ceremony’) at Mt. Pugak,
and they begged that four people from Samch‘Sngdong, where they lived,
be chosen, and given this duty in turn, and obtain rations and cloth for
it, but this request too was rejected.®® It was the plight of the common
people to rely on authority and struggle for the slightest benefit. And in
addition to all this, there were similarly ceaseless disputes revolving round
the cargo handling between the Kanch‘ang momin and the Sinch‘ang
Chinhyul-ko momin, as well as the storemasters of the Namch’'ang and
#BE Kyunch'ong and of the army administered Chang’yongyong. However,
the unloading and cargo handling most certainly did not continue to be
the monopoly of the ch‘angmomin. In Kydngjong 1 (1721) there was the
case of the inhabitants of the sub-prefecture being given half the respon-
sibility for the cargo handling of the Hojo and Hech'dng momin on the
insistence of KR the Hanséng-bu (Metropolitan Bureau). However, this
was stopped because of the many abuses arising from the fact that many of
the inhabitants were slaves of Fi#f the yangban (‘distinguished families’)
or vagabonds, and the affair was over in a short time.(30) Again, after this
the government decide on a half sharing of the tax grain handling with
the unbu guild.

The following appears under the heading of miscellaneous orders in
MU the Soktaejdn and under the heading of work regulations in T#& the
Kongjdn and #H#%##ES the Sinbo-sugyojimnok

“The handling and transport of cargo from vessels arriving in the Han
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river is decided by regions, and the cargo is divided equally between the
SEA unsok guild and the momin guild, to whom the duty is allotted.

(Note) The work of unloading from the ships, transporting and
collecting into the external granaries [granaries in the suburbs out-
side the capital] of the Snhech‘ng, Hojo and the other government
departments was carried out by the two groups of workers, each
taking half.

..... For the cost of horse transport, a household tax was levied
on the inhabitants of the towns and villages on the banks of the
Han River, and the unsik guild and the momin guild, and this
was taken as a source of revenue; thus it was arrarged that there
were no cases of those working on horse transport on the pretext

2

of inadequate reward. . . .

Unsok is unbu, that is to say, ‘transport’. The unbu guild was origi-
nally established for the transport of kyoch'o #§% (shrubs and grasses
for fence and other using) for the Naesusa.(3® This decision originally arose
from a relief policy for the horse guildsmen (also called EE% sema-gye)
responsible for horse transport. In Kydngjong 1 (1721) f##£7 the Pibydnsa
(Board of National Defence) decided to levy a tax of 8 copper taels per
household on the inhabitants on the banks of the river, in order to revive
the horse guildsmen, who were in a ruined condition, to attribute this to
the horse guildsmen as their revenue, and to give them sole responsibility
for collecting into the storehouses along the river. At this point the Hojo
accepted the levy of the household tax on the workers attached to the
granaries under their control, but they refused to hand over the transport
work, which they held to remain unchanged. The Sonhech'éng at first
accepted the concession of half the work, but it subsequently obtained the
king’s consent to follow the example of the Hojo.®® The plans of the
Pibydnsa were thus overthrown, and later, in Yéngjo 5 (1729),(39 the horse
guild was amalgamated with the unbu-gye or transport guild. The difficulty
of levying the household tax and the delay in payment of wages resulted
in another very serious decline for the horse guildsmen. The decision quoted
above from the Soktaejdn must have been made at this time. Because the
household tax to be applied to the wages of the horse guildsmen was re-
garded as levied on those living along the banks of the Han River and on
the unbu and momin guildsmen uniformly, and it is clear that the unbu
and horse guilds’ amalgamation took place. This did not, however, mean
that the momin obeyed the decision. They repeatedly struggled to put
an end to cargo handling by the transport guild, but without success, and
the two went on with the transport and handling for a long time. Further,
in the legal text there is mention of half shares, but the wage per 1,000 ssk
was 11 s6k 7 tu b sling which was not equally divided in half, 6 or 7 tu
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being deducted from the transport guild. This was probably because when
the two guilds were quarrelling, a written document, contracting to pay tax
to the momin guild was handed over by the transport guild. A report by
4# B the Utijong (3rd minister of state), 4£:#5% Kim Chongsu, of Chdngjo
14 (1790) says: (35

“Several hundred years have now passed since the creation of the
Sénhech'dng. During this period the unbugye-in or transport guilds-
men have exchanged documents whereby they contract to pay tax to
the momin guild in respect of their share in the handling and transport
of grain, and the documents of the time still exist. As a result, the
wages for cargo handling and transport have never been equally divided
between the unbu guild and the momin guilds; the wages earned by
the unbu guild are reduced below half by the amount of the tax that
they pay to the momin guild. There is therefore a difference of several
siing per s6k in the earnings of the two guilds.”

This tax constituted a lease for the concession of half the transport and
handling.

~ The disputes of the momin with others were not confined to the matter
of cargo handling alone. They were also extended to the matter of the 19,
wage. It has already been said that, for the transport of Taedong rice, ships
from the capital on the Han river were also used. In addition to these there
were also FH#fft taebydn ships of FE#EL the Hullydn-togam (in shortened
form, FIF Hunguk),®® ferry boats under the control of T.#% the Kongjo,
as well as ships belonging to the royal family and private merchants. The
shipping charges varied with the length of the voyage between 1 sgk and 2
sok 5 sting per hundred stk of rice on board, and a further ¥ puga
(miscellaneous expenses) was given, between 1 tu and 7 or 8 sing.®" The
Hunguk applied this to the rations of their crews, the Kongjo to the repair
and maintenance of the ferry boats, and the others to profit on their vessels.
From Yongjo 18 (1737), the commanders of the Hunguk vessels, using the
borrowed prestige of the naval department adopted an obdurate policy of
frequently not only refusing the 1% fee but also permitting no outside
participation in the cargo handling. As a result of energetic complaints of
the momin and negotiations conducted by the Ssnhech‘dng with the Togam,
a solution was momentarily reached, but in Yongjo 25 (1749) there was a
recrudescence when the Togam received complaints from the commanders
and demanded that the Hech'sng reduce wages. This was firmly rejected
by the Hech‘dng and there were constant negotiations, but no satisfactory
solution was found. In Ydngjo 27 (1751) the former head of the Hech‘éng
was appointed admiral at the Togam, and proposed making momin com-
manders of ships, and six of them were eventually thus appointed. In
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Yongjo 33 (1757) this was abolished, but in the six year period there were
no disputes and the payment of wages went on tranquilly.(® Thereafter
the commanders persisted in their obstinacy, even recruiting other labour
for cargo handling and rejecting the momin, on whose services they only
called for the unpaid work of transferring granary rice or on the occasion
of /K# sujo (naval manoeuvres). In fact they took advantage of this distress
of the momin to insist on buying 2 s8k of the cargo handling wages, ex-
changing contract documents on this. This was money for the right to
about 200 sck of grain. Moreover, when commanders were relieved they
insisted on repurchase of these,®” provoking fierce disputes. The obstinate
attitude of the commanders was thus so unreasonable that it was tantamount
to digging their own grave; as a result of the complaints of the momin and
the protests of the Hech'dng, the Hullydn-togam severely punished their
commanders, and a solution to the affair was eventually found. This was
in Yongjo 34 (1758), 7th month. (The sequel of the affair was occurred
probably due to a conspiracy between the commanders and clerks in the
Togam, 13 years later.) An affair arose in which it was planned to abolish
the 1% fee and force the acceptance of the momin of such abolition. That
is to say, in Yongjo 47 (1771), lst month, they produced a document pur-

porting to be a minute composed by the head of the Hech'sng to the momin,
which was as follows: (40)

“When a post of ship’s captain is vacant, one of the momin is appointed
to succeed. Since momin are appointed to these posts, the so-called
tobacco wage [payment made to momin] should not be demanded, and
this is abolished in accordance with precedent. This has already been
accepted and decided by the head of the Hech‘dng.”

This was in fact something the Hech‘Sng had not granted and of which it
was ignorant. The commanders were instantly arrested and closely examined,
and strict orders were given that the previous custom be followed. This
was an affair of conspiracy to forge an official document, and we do not
know what steps were taken in that connection. The opportunity was taken
to master the high-handedness of the Hunguk. But following on this, con-
fusion was caused by the Chsllado tax ships and the paper guild’s ships. The
former put an end to the shipments of Taedong rice from seven districts of
this province, including £Jif Chénju and B3 Yénggwang, by the ships from
the capital, and changed over to the use of newly built tax transport vessels,
and at the same time the tax fleet aimed at those who were inexperienced
in the new regulations. This was based on the so-called revised minute of
Honam of the 7th month of 1771.40 And it was probably also due to their
ignorance of previous custom. On the occasion of the shipments in the
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spring of the following year, payment to the momin was refused; eventually
complaint was made directly to the king and severe punishment was inflicted.
The case of the paper guild people’st4® ships was that they planned to
make an extra shipment fee in the intervals between transport of paper by
carrying Taedong rice. Conflict with these crews arose in this year too, and
it continued for some three years, but the crews of the paper ships were
severely punished by the Hech‘dng.

In this way many problems came to arise, but the wages of the momin
developed into disputes between government departments, and, it may be
said, reached settlement through them. In Chongjo 13 (1789), the Chugyosa
(pontoon bridge authority)® was created, and it took control of the ships
of the capital along the Han River, joining with the Hunguk to take charge
of the transport of the Taedong rice. So they planned on this occasion to
sweep away the various abuses connected with the transport, especially the
exactions from the crews, and, in order to protect the latter, to reduce the
unjust levies of the government departments and the admiralty as well as
the miscellaneous gratuities to the granary people, thus reducing the out-
goings, because these reductions alone increased the surplus, and directly
related to the crews’ earnings. Cooperation was sought with those in charge
of the granaries and with the Hojo, and in the Sénhech‘Sng there was in
particular the demand for cancellation of the 2 s6k konggwe items for the
momin, for the reduction of the wages to 7 sdk, while the reduction of the
cargo handling fee also came to be required. The S8nhech‘éng was firm and
refused to give in, and the struggle between the two sides went on. The
Chugyosa sheltered behind the pretext of wanting fairness for other workers;
the Hech'dng took the stand that the wages were something that had
remained completely intact even when there were revisions of the tax laws
over a period of more than two centuries, that they were no extra-legal
exaction, and were therefore not the abuse alleged by the Chugyosa. The
negotiations went on for more than six months, and there were many
vicissitudes, but in the end, by a decision of the Pibydnsa, the claims of
the Sénhech'dng prevailed.

Conclusion

The appellation of ch‘ang-momin was specially applied to the workers
of the Kangch‘ang at the granary on Yongsan, and they had a particular
kind of existence different from the workers at other storehouses. They
shared with the prefect or subprefect responsibility for the Taedong tax
rice in the various prefectures and sub-prefectures, and not only did they
protect, handle and transport the grain of the granaries, they were also
busy with duties similar to those immediately attached to the head office,
and at the same time they were also construction workers. There was also
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a peculiarity about their income in comparison with others; in order to
protect and continue this indefinitely, their duties were passed on hereditarily
from father to son. We have now no means of knowing precisely to how
many generations in fact extended. But whereas in the case of the kong'in
& A there seem to have been many comparatively short term changes, were
these people perhaps not more permanent, more like the sijon-simin? Cargo
handling workers were normally different from the free labourers of the
present day, but they seem generally to have been liable to severe transfers
and redistributions. Among them were the specialized workers exclusively
attached to the Hosd, Honam and Chinhyul departments, and these too
were hereditary. In respect of the SSnhech‘Sng to which they belonged,
they were not just employees, but preserved a permanent relationship of
mutual compensation. Even though it was to safeguard and maintain their
work and earnings, they would allocate construction work and be responsible
for labour costs; the government for its part found this convenient and did
all in its power to protect them. Again, though there were many disputes,
it is discernible that they also did their utmost to maintain very friendly
relations with the ships’ crews. The reason for their disputes with people
of other granaries or with the crews was the attempt to seize from them
their special income. On the part both of the attacker and the defender
it was always a desperate fight for their livelihood. Such a dispute as that
of the people of the Pukch'ang was a fight in which there was grief and
anger at the simple resignation of the government authority and similar
changes in circumstances. Thus then the momin had been a special kind
of existence in which they were able to safeguard their livelihood by maintain-
ing a firm grasp on their authority.

NOTES

(1) fiHEEZE Ayugai Fusanoshin, Shiten-ké (FjEE3#), Kokusho kanko-kai. The present
writer, ZEEIEHNEIDOTHSE Richd kond-sei no kenkyii, chapter 7, section 2, shiten shimin.
See FABMRIL Tz DW\WT Kojin kankei bunsho ni tsuite (Enoki Kazuo kanreki kinen
1oyoshi ronsoshuy).

(2) The Yingydng Palace was build in Kwanghaegun 8 (1616) and discarded in Injo 1
(1628). Mangiyoram, entry ‘Financial section 6, the granaries of the Sonhech‘dng’.
Also PETTEERE Han'gyongjiryak.

(8) Entry HEZBEEIFE Sonhe-kakch'dng-sarye, sdlch‘dng’. Mangiyoram, ‘Financial sec-
tion 4, Sonhech’ong regulations’. Both works are wrong in assigning the transfer of the
Chinhyulch’dng to 1626; it was attached to the Pibydnsa even after that date. The
amalgamation of the Hech‘dng and Sangp‘yonch‘éng took place in Sukchong 12 (1686),
6th month. (&R Pibyonsa-tiingnok, entry for Sukchong 12, 6th month 4th day,

. 7th month 14 day); on this point the account of the WHEFEEZH] Honamch'ing-sarye.
LIREEE] Kang'winch'ong-sarye is correct.

(4) 5 hyesa, actually on the staff of the Hojo, were detailed for turns of duty of a year;
there was one chief departmental officer (taech‘ongjik) at the head office of the Hech‘dng,
and, in addition, 27 siri, 32 saryong, 8 munsojik and 12 tamo were assigned the 6
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branch offices (ch‘ong). 23 kojik, together with soldiers detached from the Pydngjo,
were assigned not only to each ch‘ong but also to the storehouses under them. The
head office had, in addition, one each of & sisa, EHEF changmu-siri, FFIEHE
kibyol-sori, ZBIEES Ribydl-saryong and AEHHEE ipchik-punbal-sori attached to
it. (Yongnamch‘ongsarye, entry for ‘Kong’ingsingnye, Kusangmi AZZH], EEWK)-
In the beginning, the rates were: Kydnggi- and Kang'won-do, 1 kyol 16 tu; Ch'ung-
ch‘6ng-do, 10 iu; Choélla- and Kyodngsang-do, 13 tu. Kyong'gi in Hydnjong 4 (1663),
Ch‘ungch‘ongdo in Hyonjong 6 (1665), Chollado in Hydnjong 15 (1674), Kydngsangdo
in Sukjong 9 (1683), were each changed to 12 tu. In Sukchong 35 (1709), a general
survey was carried out in Kang'woén-do of paddy fields and other land; in the following
year the seven prefectures, known as the Yongsd, west of the Taebaek range which
runs from north to south in this province, were fixed at 12 tu, the nine prefectures of
Yoéngdong, running along the eastern seaboard, at 14 tu, and the area in the north,
which had not yet been surveyed, at 16 tu. In Hwanghaedo the rate was 12 tu from
the start, but in addition a separate further levy of 8 tu of rice was made, making a
total of 15 tu, and in this case it was not called Taedong but Sangjong Z£7F rice. Next
the conversion rates for cash and cloth were on the following scale: in Ch‘ungch‘dngdo,
1 roll of cloth to 5 tu of rice; Choéllado, 8 tu of rice; Kydngsangdo, 7 tu of rice; also,
1 roll of cloth was the equivalent of 2 taels in cash.

This map is a wood-block print. It is a map of the capital, and the area outside the
capital is-bounded to the north by the Pukhan and Tobong mountains, and to the
east west and south by the Han River. It was probably made in the time of Ch‘¢lchong
(1850-1863). It is not known who made it, but it may well have been from the and of
4&F¥E Kim Chéngho, who made KFFEEHE the Taedong’yd Map. The very close
resemblance in the style, the engraving of the characters and the shapes of mountains,
between this map and that of the five sections of Kydngjo may be noticed.

The Honamch‘ong-sarye is of the year imo 4 of FEEE K'anghsi, that is to say,
Sukchong 28 (1702), but the incorporation of the Chinhyulch‘dng into the Sangp‘yong-
ch‘dng dated from Sukchong 12 (1686), so that the building of the granary comes sixteen
years later, which is too wide a gap in time. According to a document of the Samnam
momin of the year kapsin FHi (Yongjo 40=1764), 3rd month, 3rd day, “When the
Kangch‘ang of the Chinhyulch‘éng was first built in the year kisa T[, the granary
in the central courtyard on the west side was entirely built by the Samnam momin,
and that makes it 70 years’ ago.” The year kisa corresponds to Sukchong 15 (1689),
so that this account agrees with that of the sarye ZEf] apart from the discrepancy in
the time. Counting from the year of the amalgamation of the two ch‘dngs, this is
three years later. The imo date of the sarye is wrong.

The Mangiyoram gives Sukchong pydng'in P, and the Yongnamch'ong-sarye too
gives K‘anghsi pyong'in 7§, which is Sukchong 12 (1686), but the Honamch dng-
sarye gives Ch'ienlung #7FE pying’in, which is Yongjo 22 (1746). Here the first two
works are wrong; In the Sungjing'won-ilgi RBFeHED, for Yongjo 24 (1748), 12th
month 14th day, there is, “The building of the granary of 264 kan [ on the old site
of the Ch'ongyungch‘éng on Samch‘6ngdong was now finished”. The year Yongjo 22
was the date of the project for building the granary.

Tiingbon: (a) complaint of the inhabitants of Samch‘dngdong of the year imin (8
1782), 6th month day, (b) nonp’um ZHE in chesa FEEE, opinion submitted by the
Nangch‘ong recorded in a decision; (c) Reply [from Sénhech‘dng] to Chugyosa (pontoon
bridge office) of the year sinhae 3% (1971), 2nd month day. On the Chinhyul-ko, there
is a complaint of the year imin £g (1782), 12th month day, of the momin of the
Kangch‘ang, which belonged to the Hosd- and Chinch‘dng of the Sonhech‘dng, where
we find, “When at first the Sonhech‘dng established the granaries of the Hosd-Honam-
Yongnam- and Chinhyul-ch’éng in uninhabited regions along the Han River, it reported
to the king that it would recruit people for that area, make them live and protect
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them, after which we were recruited and transferred from our old homes to the v1cm1ty
of the granaries, as a result of which we are considered to be momin.’

Tiingbon: Reply to Chugyosa of the year sinhae 3£% (1791), 2nd month day.

In the Soktaejon, under the entry kiippok #47§, we find the names of three offices,
“Naesusa-sanjik, Kapsa, Ch‘angmonin” among others. In this respect, the Sékiaejin
and the Taijinhoet'ong in lead-type printing, published by the Chdsen Sdtoku-fu
Chiis@i’in, reads the latter two as one office as ‘... kapsamomin .., while the Taejin-
hoet‘ong with Korean translation and notes by the Korean Classic Translation Committy,
interprets as ‘kapsach‘ang’s momin’. They are both wrong. It should be taken as
‘kapsa and ch'angmomin’.

The Tingbon record the names of 23 people, including Chong Kydngsaeng &f44 and
Kim Tigin £/8f as “the number of persons inhabiting the vicinity of the granaries
now for the first time appointed to principal officers in the prefectures on the coast of
Ch‘ungch’éngdo. Year musul [KRX, Ist month day.” The year is that of Hyojong 9
(1658), and this is a copy of the list of principal officers made in the Hosoch‘éng; the
chiach'sp =l (certificate of appointment) must have been given individually to each
principal officer.

Tiingbon: complaint of the momin of the Sonhech’dng, Samnam-, Kyun- and Chin-
ch’éng, year musin [RH (1788), 4th month day.

Pibysnsa-tiingnok, Yongjo 3 (1727), 11th month, 17th day. Also Tongguk-ydji-bigo
BB {fE chapt. 2, s.w. night-watch duty. One night was divided into 5 shifts which
were called kying ¥, and a chém B was one fifth of a shift; but the first and fifth
shifts were divided into 3 chém, while the second, third and fourth were divided into
5, thus making 5 shifts 21 chdm per night. For these terms, see s.v. chwagying in
Chosengo-jiten FiftzESEds published by the Soicku-fu.

Tiingbon: year sinmyo =zJi (1771), Ist month day, complaint of the Samnam momin;
year musin [FE (1788), 4th month day, document of the momin of the Soénhech'éng,
Samnam, Kyun- and Chin-ch‘éng.

“Pakhae {HfF Chojon 8 and Changgang-silchae T ER,”. Soktaejin, hojin, chojin.
Takchiji E377E, chapt. 7, Chojon. The tax ships of Chollado were first at 600 sok,
then in Yéngjo 47 (1771) they were changed to 800 sok; those of Ch‘ungch’ongdo
were 800 sok in Chongjo 5 (1781), and in Ghongjo 15 (1791) both these provinces were
changed to 1,000 s6k, while Kydngsangdo was at 1,000 s6k from the start. This was
also the figure for chartered vessels, (local vessels under the control of the coastal pre-
fectures, vessels on the Han River at the capital, or naval vessels) (except choson).
Tingbon: year kihae &3 (1719), 3rd month day, complaint of the Samnam Chinch‘ong
momin.

Pibydnsa-tiingnok, Yongjo 41 (1765), 4th month, 13th day. Hong Ponghan ¥JE i,
Hong-Yikchinggong-jugo ¥LHEE/\Z=8, chapt. 6, tax transport. Because at this time
it was the rule that Han River ships of the capital, which were chartered, should sail
in convoy, the term chaktae-chilmok {EBEfjiE came into being.

Tiingbon: year sinhae 3% (1791), 4th month day; the following account is given in
a reply to the pontoon bridge authority. ’

“Before it was laid down that the ships transporting tax grain should sail in convoy,
no separate item had been created in the wages for entertainment. The momin had
previously been in the habit of treating the ships’ crews as guests, going on board
with food and liquor, giving comfort to them after the rigours of the voyage, and
also, on the days they stored the rice in the granaries, they would give them meals
in the court-yard; therefore this term was created for the part of the wages set aside
as entertainment expenses. When the chakiae-cholmok (the ordinance of 1765, of
the year liryu 7,75 whereby the ships were made to sail in convoy) was introduced,
this term was introduced for the sake of the crews tco. The reason for its listing
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after the official replies now sent is simply that it has been copied from the items

of that time.”
Tiingbon: Pontoon bridge authority’s submission to Pibyénsa.
Pibyinsa-tingnok, Chéngjo 14 (1790), 9th month, 25th day: report submitted by the
chwailijing JrZEE, Chae Chegong ZZj%s%.
Straw sacks or bales were called kongsik 2277 sém. For the purposes of the tax grain
specially made ones were used. Under tax collection in the Honamch‘dng-sarye there is,
“The sacks into which the rice was put are made of closely woven 12 strand straw rope,
in such a way that there is no spillage of rice or penetration of water.” Those in general
use were of 4 strands, holding 1 sok or more, the weight being kan &, five or six
hundred momme 4. See Chosen no zairai nogu BFEDIERE L.
Tingbon: year sinhae 3%, 2nd month, reply to Pontoon bridge authority.
Mangsok g were tightly woven rectangular mats of straw, somewhat less than two
metres by three. There was another kind, the ioraiparmssk [G5&. This was round,
a little under two metres in diameter. Both were of strong material and stood up to
long years of use; as well as for grain, they were used for measuring fruit and nuts.
(Chosen no zairai nogu).
For winnowing, puftu JHj were used. They were made of straw, somewhat less than
one metre long by half a metre wide, both ends and the middle sewn with fine thread,
the rest matting. By standing on the middle and shaking the two ends from left to
right, dirt and dust were removed. Large round fans were also used. See as preceding.
An item in Takchifi, chapt. 7, *tax transport’, ‘Yongnam ships’, says, “Labour was em-
ployed to bring the grain into the storehouses of the capital, to stow it and to deal
with impurities and so on, and the cost of this was put into store at the rate of 4 sok
of rice per ship, as an addition to the ‘gratuities’.
Tingbon: year sinhae 33 (1791), 2nd month day, reply to Pontoon bridge authority.
As preceding, year iilsa Z,E. (1665), 3rd month, complaint of granary employees;
p‘ummok B F, which was a letter of opinion submitted by the nangch‘dng in response
to a suggestion; and chesa FHEE or decision.
As preceding, year imin £ (1722), 12th month day, complaint of the Kangch‘ang
momin of the Sonhe-, Hosb- and Chin-ch’dng. Year keyu 347, 4th month day, docu-
ment of Sbénhe-, Hosd- and Chin-ch'dng momin. Opinion on the situation report
(wonjong) of the people of the Pukch‘ang.
As preceding, situation report of the Kangch‘ang momin of the head office. Situation
report of the Pukch'ang momin. Year kyeyu Z7 (1753), diploma (tajim {£%) of Sok
Yon'gwang G5E)%, qualified in examination of the military section of the people of
the Pukchang and of Kim Tallin &3#5#% a commoner. Year imin £F (1782), 6th
month day, complaint of inhabitants of Samch‘dngdong. Year kyehae Z%¥ (1803), 4th
month day, complaint of inhabitants of the neighbourhood of the Samch‘dngdong
granary.
Takchifi, chapter 6, ‘P‘anjoksa’ ff#& 5], ‘taxation facts’, Kyoéngjong 1 (1721), 12th
month. P‘anjéksa-tiingnok, Kybngjong 1, 5th month, 19th day; 12th month, 19th day.
Pibyonsa-tiingnok, Yéngjo 27 (1751), 9th month, Ist day.
Tiingbon: year sinchuk 33 (1721) 4th month day, copy of Sonhech‘dong decision.
Stingjongwin-ilgi AWGE H 5D, Kanghsi B (Kyongjong 1), 4th month, 2nd day.
Pibygnsa-tiingnok, Yongjo Yongjo 27 (1751), 2nd month, 8th day: “Kim Sangno £:¢54,
Secretary of the Board of Revenue and Population (Hojo p‘ansd) reportde to the king on
this 5th day of the 2nd month. In the year kiyu TP, the Pibyonsa and the Hansong-
bu drafted a notice to the king that cargo handling and transport would be put into
the hands of the unbu-gye JEHAZZ (transport guild) together with the momin, consent
was obtained and the order made. The unbu-gye is responsible for handling and trans-
porting the Taedong rice from the prefectures and putting it in the granaries, and
since this work is not excessively laborious and there is a large surplus of rice, the
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levying of the ‘street money’ is suspended, and the injury inflicted on the inhabitants
along the Han River eliminated. The unbu-gye and the ma-gye E3Z (horse guilds-
men) are combined and given the transport work to carry out. To this day this has
given rise to no abuse”. The year kiyu T here is Yongjo 5 (1729), and the ‘street
money’ is the household tax and money for service.

Tiingbon: year kyongsul EEEK (1790), 4th month, Piguk-tling kiipsa {EREHRIEE.
Pibydnsa-tiingnok, Jéngjo 14 (1790), 4th month, 11th day. Moreover, in the 12th month
of the previous year, a complaint was made by members of the transport guild as to
the unfairness of the handling wages, and in spite of the smallness of the amount, the
Pibyonsa ordered a strict division in half, but when it was later known that there were
written contracts on both sides, it was annulled by Kim Chongsu £4¢%. See also
Pibyinsa-tiingnok, same year (1789), 12th month, 12th day, 21st day.

There were 11 taebyin ships; in the spring and summer they were used for transport
duty, and in autumn and winter were assigned to guarding Kanghwa JT.# and Yomha
ER. (Mangi-yoram, section on military administration, Hullydn-togam, ships and
vehicles.)

Tiingbon: year musul [XEX (1778), 2nd month, complaint of the Samnam momin of
the Sonhechdng. See also Takchiji, chapter 7, tax transport.

Tiingbon: year sinmyo 3£JJ (1771), 1st month day, complaint of the Samnam momin.
See also Pibydnsa-tiingnok, Yongjo 27 (1751), Ist month, 15th day.

As above, year muja ¥ (1768), 6th month, complaint of the momin of Yang-ho.
As above, year sinmyo 32j[ (1771), 1st month day, complaint of the Samnam momin.
Pibyinsa-tiingnok, Yongjo 47 (1771), 7th month, 26th day. Takchiji, chapter 7, tax
transport, Honam revised section. Tdungbon: year imjin 5, 7th month day, com-
plaint of Yongam store master. Also, year sinhae %3 (1791), 2nd month, reply to
Pontoon bridge authority. Also, year musul [¥EE (1778), 20d month day, complaint
of the Samnam momin of the Sénhech’dng.

The paper guildsmen (chige-in #%2Z A) were established on the proposal of the govern-
ment in Yongjo 3 (1727), 11th month, with government clerks and specialist paper
merchants (chijon-in #EEEA), and engaged in the monopoly sale of paper as mono-
polists (togo #[fE, #FE). They bought up the paper made in the temples and monas-
teries south of Chungch‘éngdo, delivered it to the government for household register
forms, for which they received payment. They had ships for the transport of this paper.
The Pontoon bridge authority was set up in Chongjo 13 (1789), 12th month, for the
construction of a pontoon bridge on the Han River for royal progresses. It continued
in existence until its abolition in Kojong 19 (1882).

Tiingbon: year sinhae 33 (1791), 1st month, Pontoon bridge authority’s kwan §§
(ordinary notification). 2nd month day, reply to Pontoon bridge authority, Pontoon
bridge authority’s ordinary notification. 4th month day, complaint of the momin of the
Sénhech‘dng to the Pibyonsa. Kamgys! H% (promise) of Pibydnsa to the Sonhech'dng
and Pontoon bridge authority. 5th month, [reply] to Pontoon bridge authority. Ch‘dp
J% (submission) of Pontoon bridge authority. 6th month, Pontoon bridge authority’s
ordinary notification; to Pontoon bridge authority, complaint of the momin of the head
office. 7th month, official communication of Pontoon bridge authority to Pibydnsa,

promise of Pibydnsa.



