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Shanghai market. Meanwhile, in response to the rapid increase in direct coal
exports by Japanese trading companies, Chinese coal merchants assumed a
new role as brokers in the Shanghai coal market. They adeptly navigated
through seasonal fluctuations and effectively controlled the market for afford-
able coal aimed at small and medium-sized consumers. Consequently, Chi-
nese coal merchants strategically transitioned from traders to brokers, thereby,
in the Shanghai coal market, Japanese trading companies dominated the sale
of high-grade coal, while Chinese merchants adeptly controlled the market for
medium- and low-grade coal.

Furthermore, this paper presents a new perspective on the role of Chi-
nese merchants in Shanghai within the context of Sino-Japanese trade histo-
ry. Contrary to the prevailing notion that Chinese merchants primarily dealt
in goods other than coal and copper, it highlights that Zhejiang merchants,
particularly those from Ningbo, had long been active participants in the Sino-
Japanese coal trade. These merchants operated independently of the networks
of Chinese merchants in Japan and exerted significant influence in the Shang-
hai coal market. They skillfully maintained a complex relationship of cooper-
ation and competition with Japanese trading companies, securing their sub-

stantial presence and impact in the industry.

The Perception of China of Yoshioka Bunroku (Tokyo Nichinichi Shimbun)
during the Second Sino-Japanese War: Focus on a View toward
Chiang Kai-shek

SHIMADA Daisuke

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the changes in Yoshioka Bun-
roku’s analysis of China from around 1934, through the outbreak of the Sec-
ond Sino-Japanese War in July 1937, to the establishment of the Wang Jingwei

administration in 1940. Yoshioka is a reporter specializing in China working
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for the Tokyo Nichinichi Shimbun. Since he was an expert on Chiang Kai-
shek, his view of Chiang is the main focus.

Yoshioka’s view of Chiang Kai-shek and China was seemingly contra-
dictory in that he regarded Chiang as an enemy as a threat to Japan, while
fairly observing Chiang’s achievements and appealing for the imitation of his
dictatorial methods.

Yoshioka’s view of Chiang Kai-shek, which is the outcome of this the-
sis, is characterized by the following two points.

First, Yoshioka gave a high evaluation of Chiang Kai-shek based on
realism. The contempt for China that was seen in many Japanese experts on
China had disappeared from Yoshioka’s view after the autumn of 1936. Rather
than seeing China as an object of contempt, he came to see it as a realistic
threat that was gaining the economic and military strength to compete with
Japan. He analyzed Chiang’s governing system from a realist perspective, and
when his expectations were not met, he led a new perception in light of the
new situation. He also added deep insights into the wartime regime of the
Chongqing regime. Even after the Second Sino-Japanese War broke out, he
had the capacity to fairly evaluate Chiang’s achievements.

Second, Yoshioka consistently took a confrontational stance toward
China (Chiang Kai-shek). He consistently denied any compromise or alliance
with the Chiang Kai-shek regime. Before the Second Sino-Japanese War,
while acknowledging the trend of Chiang Kai-shek’s national unification, he
denied the Sino-Japanese economic tie-up. During the Second Sino-Japanese
War, he advocated the destruction of the Chiang regime and insisted on mili-
tary operations without delay. Yoshioka’s proposal to strengthen the Wang
administration was ultimately aimed at establishing a new administration to

replace the Chiang regime.



