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Introduction

New Perspectives on East Asian Postwar History

NAKAMURA Motoya

This collection of essays represents the “characteristics of Toyo Bunko” in that it
examines the history of human and cultural exchange spanning World War II between
Japan and the Greater China region (mainland China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan after the
establishment of the People’s Republic of China). However, it is the world’s foremost
research results on this topic as well. I say it represents the “characteristics of Toyo
Bunko” since the research results are based on Toyo Bunko’s collection of “Japanese
Travel Accounts of China from the Meiji Period” (“Japanese Travel Accounts of
China”). This commentary is freely available in the form of the work by the Committee
for Research on Modern China (ed.), Japanese Travel Accounts of China from the Meiji
Period (Annotated), Toyo Bunko, 1980, and the work by Yujiro Murata, Motoya
Nakamura, Sanae Yamaguchi, Naohiro Ikeda, Takashi Yoshimi, Mariko Kubo,
Tomohide Seki, Naomi Tsuji, Japanese Travel Accounts of China from the Meiji Period
(Annotated) Supplement (Postwar Edition), Toyo Bunko Superdisciplinary Asian
Research Division, Modern Chinese Studies department (International Relations and
Culture Group), 2023, doi: 10.24739/0002000041)", and this collection of essays sheds
light on some characteristics of this commentary. I say “world’s foremost,” because
through the Japanese Travel Accounts of China collection, it reveals a new aspect of the
postwar history of Japan-China relations (1945-1972) until the normalization of their

diplomatic relations, while simultaneously providing new historical facts for researchers

(1) Accessible at “Toyo Bunko->Search the Catalogue>ERNEST->Research Results>

Contemporary Chinese Studies Group->China Travel Accounts Project,” and available to all.

12



Introduction

in Japan and abroad who will benefit these new findings to reconsider the history of
Japan-China relations after the war from a more macro perspective.

This collection of papers is the result of work undertaken by the members of the
Japanese Travel Accounts of China group, namely, Yujiro Murata, Motoya Nakamura,
Sanae Yamaguchi, Naohiro Tkeda, Takashi Yoshimi, Mariko Kubo, Tomohide Seki,
Yoshiyuki Aihara, and Naomi Tsuji, who are part of Toyo Bunko Modern Chinese
Studies department (International Relations and Culture Group). Specifically, the
collection builds on the research results of the first and second international “History of
Human Exchange between Japan and the Greater China Region during the Cold War”
symposiums organized by Toyo Bunko Modern Chinese Studies department in 2021
and 2022, respectively (see References one and two at the end of this introduction).

This collection of essays is academically significant because it demonstrates that
despite the ideological conflicts that resulted in the Cold War between the US and
Soviet Union dominating East Asia from the late 1940s to the early 1970s, postwar
human and cultural exchanges (including experiences) between Japan and China
continued uninterrupted. Of course, there is previous research focusing on the history
of private trade and exchanges between the two countries” or summarizing the
political and diplomatic relations between Japan and Taiwan® and the psychological
state of the public during the Cold War™. However, this collection contains fresh
perspectives that previous studies did not fully explain. There are at least three such
perspectives.

The first spans the Sino-Japanese War or World War I period, bringing to light the

(2) If we were to include overviews as well, there are innumerable books. For now, I will refer to
only one of the latest studies supporting the experimental study undertaken by Shimakura, Tamio
and Inoue, Masaya (eds.), Documents on Japan-China Trade Relations, Yumani Shobo, 2018.

(3) Kawashima, Shin, Shimizu, Urara, Matsuda, Yasuhiro, and Yang, Yongming, History of
Taiwan-Japan Relations: 1945-2020 [enlarged edition], University of Tokyo Press, 2020.

(4) Masuda, Hajime, The Cold War World in People's Minds, Iwanami Shoten, 2022.

13



prewar, wartime, and postwar links. These include links from the Republic of China
(ROC) period under the leadership of the Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT). The
second perspective organizes the appeals of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) to the
Japanese people before the normalization of diplomatic relations between Japan and
China, conversely revealing one aspect of the propaganda diplomacy (propaganda
policy) of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) at that time. The third clarifies that
although the relationship between Japan and Greater China was formed in the context
of the “Cultural Cold War” in international relations across East Asia at the time (the
“Cultural Unification Front” from the perspective of the KMT, the CCP, and United
States), an East Asian historicity continued through the prewar, wartime, and postwar
periods.

The publication of this collection will contribute to a greater understanding of the
human and cultural relationship between Japan and Greater China that developed in
postwar East Asia during the Cold War era. This deepening cognizance suggests a limit
to what can be said about postwar East Asia solely from the perspective of the Cold
War®, i.e., by discussing postwar East Asian history from the late 1940s to the early
1990s solely as the history of the Cold War from a global history perspective, regardless
of whether it focuses on political powers or the people.

Here, I wish to note the following three important points for further developing

(5) Pan, Kuang-Che, “Special Issue: Rethinking the Cold War in the East Asia Context-Introduction,”
Si yu Yan, Vol. 57, No. 4, 2019, Tsuchiya, Yuka, Kawashima, Shin, Kobayashi, Somei (eds.), The
Cultural War and the Development of Knowledge: American Strategy and East Asian Logic,
Kyoto University Press, 2022.

(6) One example is the various circumstances surrounding liberalism in postwar Taiwan. See
Nakamura, Motoya, Anti-Communist Liberalism in Taiwan and Hong Kong during the US-USSR
Cold War: From the Context of the Political Background of Human Rights, in National Chengchi
University Library Special Collections Management Group, The Unending War: Human Rights
Issues in Postwar East Asia, National Chengchi University Library, 2019.
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Introduction

the history of postwar Japan-China relations and postwar East Asian relations during
the Cold War period.

First, if the Japanese Travel Accounts of China collection were to be organized
with a focus on politicians or various organizations in which politicians were involved,
it would reveal several records of visits to China by Liberal Democratic Party-affiliated
groups (including the Liberal Party and the Reform Party), Japan Socialist Party-
affiliated groups (including the Japan Socialist Party and the Democratic Socialist
Party), Diet member caucuses and friendship groups, and even local governments. In
other words, as researchers, it is possible to recover a certain amount of information on
Chinese negotiation with Japan from these highly politicized records of visits to China.
Key figures of the CCP, such as Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Deng Xiaoping, Peng Zhen,
Liao Chengzhi, Nan Hanchen, Qiao Guanhua, Li Dequan, Zhao Anping, Wang Guo-
quan, Wang Xiaoyun, Sun Pinghua, and Guo Moruo, as well as those believed to be in
charge of practical negotiations with Japan are mentioned frequently. Some examples
include Chu Tunan (Born in Yunnan / Joined the CCP in 1926 / Dual party member
who was also part of the China Democratic League during the ROC period / Chair of
the Chinese Foreign Cultural Association), Liu Xiwen (Born in Liaoning / Joined the
CCP in 1938 / Vice Minister of Foreign Trade / Japan-China Memorandum Trade
Office / Chinese Director of the Japan-China Long-Term Trade Committee), Wu
Shudong (Japan-China Memorandum Trade Office in Tokyo [1964-68], Deputy
Director General of the Foreign Trade Department), and Xu Zongmao (Liaison Officer
of the Japan-China Memorandum Trade Office in Tokyo [1964-68]). Others whose
biographies are unknown are mentioned as well, such as Yang Wenyu and Yong
Longgui. Even accounting for the possibility of people operating under pseudonyms, it
is possible to gain a realistic sense of the history of postwar Japan-China relations by
making a list of associated persons and examining them in detail.

Second, apart from Japanese Travel Accounts of China, which is a collection

possessed by Toyo Bunko, or similar works possessed by other research institutions,
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historical materials maintained by people who were involved in the field of Japan-China
relations at that time have been donated (transferred) to academic institutions in
various parts of Japan”. For example, Toyo Bunko’s Modern Chinese Studies
department (International Relations and Culture Group) possesses the transcript of an
interview (conducted on September 1, 2021) with Ryuji Tsuboi, who visited China on a
private visit in early 1968 and served as public secretary to Kei Hoashi, a member of the
House of Representatives of the Socialist Party of Japan. This transcript includes a
commemorative photograph of his meeting with Premier Zhou Enlai (photograph
published in the January 19, 1968 of the People’s Daily, p. 4). The travel itinerary of this
private delegation to China also shows a representative travel pattern of delegations to

China.

Travel Itinerary [Prepared by: Mr. Ryuji Tsuboi].
January 1968
9 Evening Kobe Port Departure on Chinese Freighter, Liaoyuanhao
14 Emergency anchoring in Shandong Peninsula/Rongcheng Bay due to
inclement weather

16 Noon arrival at Port of Tianjin > To Beijing (By passenger car)

(7) For example, the Faculty of Letters of the Kyoto University possessed the original documents
of Yoshimi Furui (which are currently being organized at the National Diet Library) for a
while. One of the academic works that utilized these Furui documents is the following book:
Lu, Xueying, Furui Yoshimi and China: The Road to Normalization of Diplomatic Relations
between Japan and China, Shibunkaku Shuppan, 2011. However, there are several academic
books that examine the history of the normalization of Japan-China diplomatic relations, such
as Inoue, Masaya, A Political History of the Normalization of Diplomatic Relations between
Japan and China, Nagoya University Press, 2010 and Wang, Xueping (ed.), Postwar Japan-
China Relations and Liao Chengzhi: Chinese Experts on Japan and Japanese Policy, Keio

University Press, 2013. It is necessary to read and scrutinize them in a balanced manner.
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2:40-5:00 p.m. Meeting with Premier Zhou Enlai in the Great Hall of the
People

Beijing > Shanghai (By air)

Shanghai - via Nanjing - Jinan, Shandong Province (By air)

Jinan > Beijing (By air)

Afternoon: Attended a lecture by Mr. Guo Moruo

Commemorative photograph with Premier Zhou Enlai (January 18, 1968, at the Great Hall

of the People) [courtesy of Mr. Ryuji Tsuboi]

Front row, from left: Wang Yinpu, Zhang Xiruo, Yousaku Edamura (member of the House of

Representatives), Hisao Ishino (member of the House of Representatives), Zhou Enlai, Toyojiro

Fujiwara (former House of Representatives member), Yasuyuki Matsumoto, and unknown person

(Funabashi City Council member*)
Middle row, from left: Mikihiko Noguchi, Ryuji Tsuboi, Shigeo Hiratzuka, Akio Kuroda, Takaharu

Harada, and unknown person (Funabashi City Council member*)

Back row, from left: Unknown person (Chinese agent), Unknown person (Chinese agent), Jin Sucheng,

Xiao Xianggian, and Wang Xiaoyun

* who accompanied Toyojiro Fujiwara, a friend of Guo Moruo in exile
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12

14

15
16
17
18
22
24

25

Beijing > via Zhengzhou > via Wuhan > Changsha, Hunan Province (By air)
Changsha > Shaoshan (Chairman Mao’s birthplace) (3 hours by Microbus)
Shaoshan > Changsha

Changsha > Nanchang, Jiangxi Province (By air)

Nanchang - Jian (By passenger car)

Ji’an » Jinggang Mountains (Base of operations during the revolution) (7
hours by Microbus)

Jinggang Mountains > Ji'an. Forced to change from microbus to jeep because
of heavy snow

Jfan - Nanchang (By passenger car)

Nanchang > Hangzhou (By air)

Hangzhou - Xinan River Dam and Power Plant (By passenger car)

Xinan River Dam - Hangzhou (By passenger car)

Hangzhou - Shanghai (2.5 hours by train)

Afternoon departure from Huangpu Port, Shanghai, on Chinese freighter,
Zhenlihao, 8,000 tons

Afternoon landing at Moji port

Third, there existed a personnel flow that can be schematically described as “the

KMT + former Manchukuo officials + former Wang Jingwei administration officials <

Hong Kong (& Taiwan) < Japan.” The existence of human ties between Japan and

China before the normalization of their diplomatic relations and during the postwar

period is well known®, but in fact, a different type of human ties existed through Hong

Kong. One concrete example of this is the political movement by Gu Mengyu, who

appealed for the unity of liberal forces from Hong Kong to Taiwan and Japan after the

8 One example was pointed out in the “introduction” section of the following research book:

Motoya Nakamura, Genealogy of Liberalism in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan, Yushisha, 2018.
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war. This political movement aimed for the expansion of new liberal forces from Taiwan
to Hong Kong and then mainland China, in opposition to both the dictatorships of the
CCP (PRC) and the KMT (ROC) and the fierce fighting at the Taiwan Strait Crisis in
the middle of the Cold War. Although this was a brief movement that developed in the
early 1950s before dissolving, it represented an argument against the portrayal of
postwar East Asia as simply being divided into two camps: Mainland China (PRC) =
Eastern camp and Taiwan (ROC) = Western camp. This movement also developed in
Japan with the support of people related to the former Manchuria Railway, and an issue
of Democratic Front (owned by Toyo Bunko), which was the main stage of the
movement, had the following enthusiastic words. I quote from the original Japanese

text.

We want to appeal especially to the Japanese readers. We are developing this
democratic force in Japan, an anti-communist and anti-fascist movement, because
we have a deep historical and practical relationship with Japan. ... Sun Yat-sen’s
revolution, which truly sought national salvation and human rights, began in
Japan. It is my hope that a movement for human rights and fraternity will now be
launched in Japan. Indeed, it is a difficult task. However, it would be our greatest
pleasure to be able to use this booklet as an opportunity to connect with the

people of Japan and the rest of Asia. We intend to create every possible

(9) Tomohide Seki, Political Conceptions of Collaborators against Japan: Before, During, and After
the Sino-Japanese War, Nagoya University Press, 2019, Huang Kuwu, The Solitary Gu Mengyu:
Another Potential History of Modern China, The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press, 2020.
Also see Nakamura, Motoya, “Huang Kuwu, The Solitary Gu Mengyu: Another Potential History
of Modern China,” Monthly Journal of Chinese Affairs, Vol. 75, No. 1, 2021, Nakamura, Motoya,
“Max K. W. Huang, Above and Apart: Gu Mengyu and His Search for an Alternative Path in
Modern Chinese History,” The Bulletin of the Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica, No.
114, 2021.
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opportunity for this connection, and we hope that the Japanese people will

cooperate with us in every respect?.

There is enormous scope for research into the history of postwar Japan-China
relations and the history of postwar East Asian relations by organizing existing
historical materials and uncovering new ones"". I hope this collection of essays will act

as a catalyst for more such research.

(10) “Editorial Postscript,” Democratic Front, Vol. 2, No. 1, 15 January 1952.
(11) Chin, Laikou ed., Cold War Asia and the Overseas Chinese, Fukyousha, 2023. This is another
good book.
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[Reference Material 1]

International Symposium “History of Human Exchange between Japan and the Greater
China Region during the Cold War (I)”

Hosted by: Toyo Bunko Modern Chinese Studies department’s “International Relations
and Culture” Group

Funded by: The Mitsubishi Foundation Research Grant for the Humanities
(Representative: Motoya Nakamura)

Date: Friday, September 10, 2021

Form: Completely online (Toyo Bunko Webex end-to-end version)

Language: Chinese

Objective

In recent years, Toyo Bunko Modern Chinese Studies department’s “International
Relations and Culture” Group has been diligently organizing the historical materials in
Toyo Bunko collection related to the Japanese Manchurian puppet state and the Wang
Jingwei administration during the Sino-Japanese war as well as Japanese accounts of
travel to China regarding postwar Sino-Japanese exchange. The knowledge obtained
through this research suggests that the human network between Japan and China
during the prewar and wartime periods was continuous with the human traffic between
Japan and the Chinese sphere (mainland China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan) during the
postwar Cold War period. Of course, discontinuations existed during those periods,
and the peculiarities caused by the division of China across the Taiwan Strait and the
irregular relations between Japan and China should not be overlooked.

This symposium is an attempt to share the above history of human exchange,
based on historical materials at Toyo Bunko, with researchers in China, Hong Kong,
and Taiwan. This research will also provide a historical perspective to unravel the

history of human exchange between Japan and Greater China between the 1970s and

21



1990s, which led to the cross-strait relations with Taiwan (1972), reform and opening-

up (1970s), and the return of Hong Kong (1997).

Program (*Affiliations at the time)
10:00-10:10 Yujiro Murata (Toyo Bunko / Doshisha University) “Opening Remarks”
10:10-12:30 History of Postwar Japan-China and Japan-Taiwan Relations as Read from

> <

Toyo Bunko’s “Japanese Travel Accounts of China”
Chair: Tomohide Seki (Toyo Bunko / Tsuda University)
Yujiro Murata (Toyo Bunko / Doshisha University) “Overview”
Motoya Nakamura (Toyo Bunko / The University of Tokyo) “Feature 1: Political
Organizations”
Sanae Yamaguchi (Tsuda University) “Feature 2: Manchuko and the Wang Jingwei
Administration”
Mariko Kubo (Seikei University) “Feature 3: Women’s Organizations”
Comments: Yang Daqing (George Washington University) and Pan Guangzhe
(Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica)

13:30-15:00 Continuity and Discontinuity before, during, and after World War II
Chair: Takashi Yoshimi (Tokyo Keizai University)
Lin Guo-Sian (National Chengchi University) “Cultural Exchange and Human
Networks between Taiwan and Japan during the Cold War: From the Perspective
of Import/Export of Publications”
Daisuke Shimada (Japan Society for the Promotion of Science) “Postwar Years of
Unosuke Ota, Chinese Reporter: Postwar Activities and the Ota Memorial
Museum in Tokyo as His Legacy”

15:20-16:50 Postwar Phases
Chair: Mariko Kubo (Seikei University)
Chan Hok Yin (City University of Hong Kong) “Human Networks and Ideological

Exchanges in the Moral Reconstruction Movement: Tokyo, Taipei, and Hong

22
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Kong”
Naohiro Ikeda (Kyorin University) “Sino-Japanese Private Exchange in the 1950s
and ’60s from the Perspective of Human Movement”
17:00-18:00 General Discussion
Chair: Motoya Nakamura (Toyo Bunko / The University of Tokyo)
Comments: Huang Kuwu (Institute of Modern History, Academia Sinica)

18:00 Yujiro Murata (Toyo Bunko / Doshisha University) “Closing Remarks”

[Reference Material 2]
International Symposium “History of Human Exchange between Japan and the Greater

China Region during the Cold War (II)”

Hosted by: Toyo Bunko Modern Chinese Studies department’s “International Relations
and Culture” Group

Funded by: Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (A) “Reexamination of China’s
Budding Reform and Opening-Up Period” (Representative: Motoya Nakamura)
The Japan-China Relations Organization (Representative: Akio Takahara)

Date: Monday, August 29, 2022

Format: Online conference format (end-to-end version)

Language: Chinese

Objective

In recent years, Toyo Bunko Modern Chinese Studies department’s “International
Relations and Culture” Group has been diligently organizing the historical materials in
Toyo Bunko collection related to the Japanese Manchurian puppet state and the Wang
Jingwei administration during the Sino-Japanese war as well as Japanese accounts of

travel to China regarding postwar Sino-Japanese exchange. The knowledge obtained

23



through this fundamental work suggests that the human networks between Japan and
China during the prewar and wartime periods were continuous to the traffic of people
between Japan and the Greater China region during the postwar Cold War period. Of
course, discontinuations existed during those periods, and the peculiarities caused by
the division of China across the Taiwan Strait and the irregular relations between Japan
and China should not be overlooked.

This symposium is an attempt to build on the results of the previous year’s
symposium (I), expand the abovementioned history of human exchange to the
intersections of ideas and cultures, and share it with researchers in China, Hong Kong,
and Taiwan. This research will also provide a historical perspective to unravel the
history of human exchange between Japan and Greater China from the 1970s to the
1990s, which led to the cross-strait relations with Taiwan (1972), the start of reform and

opening-up (1970s), and the return of Hong Kong (1997).

Program (*Affiliations at the time)

(Opening Remarks)
Yujiro Murata (Toyo Bunko / Doshisha University)

<First Report>
Chair and Comments: Sanae Yamaguchi (Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science)
Wang Minzhao (Peking University) “The Red Setting Sun and the Vast Earth:
Cultural Symbols Constructed by Modern Japan in Manchuria and Modern Japan’s
Image of China”

<Second Report>
Chair and Comments: Mariko Kubo (Saitama University)
Viktoriya Nikolova (The University of Tokyo) “The China of Imagination:
Reconsidering China Studies Scholars Who Lived in a Time of War”

<Third Report>
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Chair and Comments: Naohiro Ikeda (Kyorin University)
Yutaka Kanda (Niigata University) “International Networks of Social Democracy
and Their Limits in Postwar Asia: On the Background of the Cold War and
Decolonization”

<Fourth Report>
Chair and Comments: Takashi Yoshimi (Tokyo Keizai University)
Lee Pui-tak (University of Hong Kong) “Hong Kong’s Role in the Cultural Cold
War: The Case of Aw Boon Haw”

(Discussion Summary)

Chair: Motoya Nakamura (Toyo Bunko / The University of Tokyo)
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