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concurrent appointments of the Tea and Horse Agency and the Financial and
Military Institution, revealing their close relationship. Examination of
Sichuan’s tax exemption policies demonstrates the agency’s fiscal assistance
to the Military Commission and the Financial and Military Institution, influ-
encing public policy. Finally, the movement of the Tea and Horse Agency in
the wars between the Southern Song and the Jin was examined. It delegated
urgent horse procurement to frontline troops, such as the faction led by the Wu
clan; thus, the Tea and Horse Agency exposed limitations.

During the Southern Song dynasty, the Tea and Horse Agency, the Mil-
itary Commission, and the Sichuan Financial and Military Institution con-
trolled the Wu clan-led military group and assumed political responsibility.
This tripartite control continued until the dissolution of the Wu clan-led mili-
tary faction following the suppression of Wu Xi’s %/ Rebellion. During
Gaozong’s reign, the Tea and Horse Agency permitted the intervention of the
Wu clan-led military group and other officers in the horse procurement pro-
cess. Xiaozong 57 subsequently strengthened the agency’s control and built
arule orchestrated by the trinity of the Military Commission, the Financial and

Military Commission, and the Tea and Horse Agency.

The Mechanism Underlying Increased Grain Production in China in the
1970s and Its Intersection with Policy Changes before and after
“Reform and Opening-Up”

MATSUMURA Shiho

Between the late 1970s and the early 1980s, there was an unprecedented
increase in China’s grain production. This exponential increase enabled a shift
within the domestic labor force from grain production to industrial production,
thereby supporting economic growth during the era of “reform and open-

ing-up”. However, it remains unclear as to why grain production increased at
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the end of the 1970s. This paper examines the mechanism of grain production,
with a focus on the government’s policy of expanding food supplies in rural
areas.

The introduction of new types of agricultural inputs, such as chemical
fertilizers and electric pumps, characteristically occurred in rural villages that
successfully increased their grain production in the 1970s. Beginning in the
1970s, these agricultural inputs became widely available in rural areas, but
they were costly. To purchase them, peasants needed to acquire large amounts
of capital through a strategy of diversified management, which included rural
industries.

Against this background, the following mechanism behind increased
grain production in rural villages in the 1970s can be observed. Villages that
successfully increased their grain production first achieved a minimum level
of food self-sufficiency and subsequently diverted part of their labor force
from grain production to diversified management. A portion of the profits ac-
crued through diversified management were then used to purchase agricultural
inputs. This strategy promoted an increase in grain production and a further
shift of the labor force from grain production to diversified management. In
this way, a cycle was initiated, wherein increased grain production led to the
expansion of diversified management, which, in turn, prompted further in-
creases in grain production.

The mechanism behind increased grain production in rural areas was
closely followed by the government of the People’s Republic of China. To
widen its application at a larger scale, in 1977, the government initiated a
policy of expanding food supplies in rural areas. As this paper shows, to some
extent, this policy contributed to increased grain production. It can be argued
that the intention behind this policy was to increase grain production in ways
that augmented the wealth of rich peasants, thereby anticipating the “getting

rich first” (xianfit lun 55 & w) paradigm.





