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up to the Battle of Talas. The Shash (Shiguo £71[®), patronised by the Turkic
nomadic Huangsheng Tiirgi§ (Huangxing Tuqishi ¥ 2€55 jifi), found them-
selves in conflict with the Tang. The Shash’s defection from the Tang during
their conflict with Fergana prompted Gao Xianzhi’s military expedition and
eventually led to the outbreak of the Battle of Talas.

In Chapter 2, two historical documents are examined: the newly discov-
ered Turfan document dating back to 751 (2006TZJ1:026) and the Epitaph of
Guo Yao FFli# from 783. Both documents record the departure of Gao Xian-
zhi’s army for the Battle of Talas. Remarkably, they mention Suiye i3
(Stiyab, now the site of Ak-Beshim) as the initial destination before Talas. This
is in line with the records of Du Huan #1:38, which provide more details about
Suiye than the Battle of Talas itself. Thus, it is clear that the initial destination
of Gao Xianzhi’s army was not Talas but Suiye.

In Chapter 3, it is pointed out that the Huangsheng Tiirgi$ had a strong
presence in Central Asia at the time. The Gao Xianzhi’s army, following the
defection of Shash, assumed that it would engage in battle with the Huang-
sheng Tiirgi§ rather than the emergent Islamic forces, and set out for Suiye.

The examination conducted by this paper reveals that Gao Xianzhi’s
expedition, which resulted in the Battle of Talas, did not intend to target the
Islamic forces; the engagement between the two factions was purely coinci-

dental.

The Northern Song of Kaifeng’s Shangyuan Guandeng and
the Capital Residents

MATSUDA Ryo

In previous studies on the Northern Song dynasty in the capital of Kai-
feng B3, although it has been pointed out that the transformation of the

capital space was related to the background of each period, the changes in the
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lifestyle of the capital residents at various levels have not yet been fully under-
stood. Among them, Shangyuan guandeng 1 JCELE (lantern festival) or
Yuanxiaojie 76 i was considered one of the most important annual events
at that time. However, Dongjing menghua lu ¥ 353§, which is the main
source of information about the event, cannot be treated as a matter of the
entire Northern Song dynasty, and there is room for a reexamination of the
view that the monarch enjoyed events together with capital residents.

First, although this event was also held in the Tang dynasty, it was not
until the Northern Song dynasty that it was finally positioned as a national
ritual. In particular, in the early years of the Northern Song, the festival was
held for sanyuan =7t, and in Emperor Taizong’s K57 reign (990), the peri-
ods were consolidated to only shangyuan 1-JG. Second, in the Early Song, the
main site of the event was Xiangguosi =5 Temple except for the gate
tower in the imperial palace, but during the reign of Emperor Zhenzong .55,
Taoist temples were built in the southeast part of the outer capital, and the
scope of worship was similar to that of suburban rituals in the southern sub-
urbs. In other words, Shangyuan guandeng strengthened its character as a na-
tional ritual at that time. Third, some events were held without the presence of
the emperor. Especially after the reign of Renzong {~57% (1033), the schol-
ar-officials who urged the cancellation of the event were aware of the presence
of the capital residents and proposed a policy that reflected the current situa-
tion in the capital.

Through the above discussion, the author concludes that Shangyuan
guandeng is not only a demonstration of the prosperity of the capital, but it is
also evidence to suggest that the relationship between the emperor and the
capital residents, which is related to the temporal and spatial changes of the

Northern Song Kaifeng as a whole.
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