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the Northern Qi dynasty, had not practiced the levirate custom was favorable
for the Weishu.

The Tongdian emphasized that levirate was a northern barbarian cus-
tom, and used the derogatory terms zheng 7% and bao i to refer to it. This
style of description had previously appeared in the various texts compiled
during the early Tang dynasty, and the Tongdian utilized it thoroughly. The
Weishu’s assertion that the northern barbarian Gaoche did not practice the
levirate was inconsistent with this policy of description, and thus Du You
erased this record from the Tongdian. Du You’s active use of this strategy
stemmed from his foreign policy of preventing the advancement of barbarians
into China. By comparing the “ancient Chinese” to “modern barbarians,” he
aimed to assert the immutability of barbarians, and there was a clear distinc-
tion between the Chinese and the barbarians in this assertion. The descriptions
of levirate in the Tongdian reinforced Du You’s claim that the Chinese are

distinct from the barbarians.

Battle of Talas and Suiye: Unravelling the True Purpose of Tang Dynasty’s
Military Campaign

SAITO Shigeo

This paper explores the historical development leading up to the Battle
of Talas, which took place in 751 between the Tang Dynasty and Islamic forc-
es. While some studies have long regarded the battle as an important clash in
world history, others have argued that it was a serendipitous encounter with
little impact on subsequent historical developments. This paper discusses the
historical significance of the battle, starting from examining the motive of the
Tang army, which was led by Gao Xianzhi = 1liZ to the banks of the Talas
River.

First, Chapter 1 discusses the context of Central Asian history leading



up to the Battle of Talas. The Shash (Shiguo £71[®), patronised by the Turkic
nomadic Huangsheng Tiirgi§ (Huangxing Tuqishi ¥ 2€55 jifi), found them-
selves in conflict with the Tang. The Shash’s defection from the Tang during
their conflict with Fergana prompted Gao Xianzhi’s military expedition and
eventually led to the outbreak of the Battle of Talas.

In Chapter 2, two historical documents are examined: the newly discov-
ered Turfan document dating back to 751 (2006TZJ1:026) and the Epitaph of
Guo Yao FFli# from 783. Both documents record the departure of Gao Xian-
zhi’s army for the Battle of Talas. Remarkably, they mention Suiye i3
(Stiyab, now the site of Ak-Beshim) as the initial destination before Talas. This
is in line with the records of Du Huan #1:38, which provide more details about
Suiye than the Battle of Talas itself. Thus, it is clear that the initial destination
of Gao Xianzhi’s army was not Talas but Suiye.

In Chapter 3, it is pointed out that the Huangsheng Tiirgi$ had a strong
presence in Central Asia at the time. The Gao Xianzhi’s army, following the
defection of Shash, assumed that it would engage in battle with the Huang-
sheng Tiirgi§ rather than the emergent Islamic forces, and set out for Suiye.

The examination conducted by this paper reveals that Gao Xianzhi’s
expedition, which resulted in the Battle of Talas, did not intend to target the
Islamic forces; the engagement between the two factions was purely coinci-

dental.

The Northern Song of Kaifeng’s Shangyuan Guandeng and
the Capital Residents

MATSUDA Ryo

In previous studies on the Northern Song dynasty in the capital of Kai-
feng B3, although it has been pointed out that the transformation of the

capital space was related to the background of each period, the changes in the
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