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tutia KFH1E, the Hakka of Hsinchu were less influential, unable to speak the
Minnan dialect and content to produce unrefined tea on their own up in the
mountains.

It was such isolation and intimacy from which the Hakka growers dis-
covered the Qinxin Dapan 7+(>K77 strain, which they continued to grow
contrary to colonial policy. Thanks to this strain, their industry expanded to the
extent of comprising two-thirds of Taiwanese unrefined tea production, and
giving birth to the highest quality Oolong tea 'MJEAS. It was in this way that
during the 1920s the Hakka growers of Hsinchu surpassed their Minnan coun-
terparts in terms of both tea production quantity and quality to become the

center of the Taiwanese tea industry.

Late Ming Period Commercial Corvee Reform and

the Actual Conditions of Beijing’s Yahang Brokers
Qian Sheng

From the beginning of the Ming Period, both Beijing and its surround-
ing regions continued to experience a mass influx of population, resulting by
the end of the Period in the formation of a consumption sector demanding
huge amounts of commodities, together with a significant increase in the num-
ber of brokers (yahang J4T) linking outside suppliers with local retailers, to
the extent of rivaling their counterparts in the prosperous regions of Jiangnan
in terms of the amount of business taxes they paid. At the same time, due to the
heavy corvee (maiban B #f) levied for the provision of materiel to the govern-
ment, the merchant class represented by the commercial guilds (puhu $§)7)
fell into decline, bringing about a drastic transformation in Beijing’s overall
commercial structure, as the research to date has already pointed out.

Such a state of affairs therefore demands a reconsideration of the con-
ventional image of the yahang of Beijing (and northern China in general), in
terms of their quantitative expansion, business organization and growing com-
mercial function; that is to say, transcending the perception of them as mere
middlemen active in only the marketplaces designated by local authorities.

Accordingly, the present article attempts to clarify in concrete terms the ex-



pansion of the commercial activities of the yahang in keeping pace with the
transformation of the commercial structure occurring during the last years of
the Ming Dynasty.

From his examination, the author concludes that in the gianshang (%%
F4; compulsory business for merchants) form of the maiban corvee, the com-
mercial guilds in charge of remittance merely paid the cost of the corvee,
while the yahang were responsible for collecting the actual materiel and deter-
mining its value. Through the reforms implemented during the Chongzhen 4%
il Era (1628—44), in addition to becoming nominally responsible for maiban,
the yahang also took over the provision of funds for the corvee in place of the
guilds. The background to such a development probably lay in the fact that as
the expansion of maiban operations stimulated commerce in general, the in-
volvement of the yahang in those operations helped them further develop
commercial organization and gain more economic power and influence. The
assumption of responsibility for maiban and operations for collecting the nec-
essary materiel by the yahang of Beijing indicates their institutional and eco-
nomic development compared to their counterparts in other regions of north-

ern China, who remained mere middlemen in designated marketplaces.

Literary Activities in Shanghai under Japanese Occupation: An Analysis of
the “Zhonghua Fukan” Feature in Zhonghua Ribao, 1942—1945

YAMAGUCHI Sanae

This article examines a literary column (“Zhonghua Fukan” H 35I| F)),
featured in the Wang Jingwei regime’s official newspaper, Zhonghua Ribao
3£ H ¥R, in an attempt to discover the kinds of literary activity conducted by
intellectuals involved with that regime, as well as to provide an overall picture
of the Shanghai literary scene under Japanese occupation.

Although a great deal of research already exists on the subject utilizing
the literary periodicals of the time, special features in newspapers dealing with
topics of literature and everyday life, which also provided a stage for the de-
velopment of versatile literary activities, have been left virtually unstudied. In

an attempt to fill this gap, the author of the present article focuses on how lit-

il
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