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The Secretary of the Censorate and the Office of Palace Writers in
the Latter Part of the Former Han Dynasty: Focused on the Development of

the Inspection System

FUKUNAGA Yoshitaka

After the reign of Wudi 75 of the Former Han Dynasty, Censorate
(vushitai 191 73) whose chief was the Middle Aide to the Imperial Secretary
(Middle Aide) (yushi zhongcheng 11 7R) was formed as an inspector or-
ganization. Up to now, that process has been discussed in the context of the
formation of the Inner Court (neichao PW#)]) and its growing importance.
However, the relations between the Secretary of the Censorate (yushi fH51)
and the Inner Court, or its core the Office of Palace Writers (the Office) (shang-
shu f33F), was not fully elucidated. The traditional view of the Han Dynasty’s
political and institutional history that the Inner Court take over the authority of
the existing bureaucracy in the Outer Court (waichao #}#]) and the latter de-
clined as its result has recently come under doubt. This study explores the re-
lations between the Secretary of the Censorate and the Inner Court or the Of-
fice and demonstrates the evolution of the former in the bureaucratic structure
in the latter half of the Former Han Dynasty, which is being reexamined from

a new perspective.



Attendants in the Inner Palace, who were the members of the Inner
Court officials, had the same authority of inspector and impeachment as the
Middle Aide. The “Meeting of Officials in the Inner Court,” the general meet-
ing of the officials involved with the Inner Court, had a role as a kind of in-
spector to denounce the illegality of the Chancellor (chengxiang Z&84H) and the
Imperial Secretary (yushi dafi #1523 KFK), who were in charge of the Outer
Court. The authority of inspection is understood to have originally belonged to
the Inner Court as a whole. However, the Middle Aide had no direct relation to
the Imperial Court (jinzhong %5H1), which was the space where the Inner
Court officials worked. On the other hand, the Office, the core of the Inner
Court, also inspected and impeached. This study therefore focused on the con-
sideration through the Office, which had the office space in the Imperial Pal-
ace, like the Middle Aide.

At the end of the Former Han Dynasty, the Office became involved in
the personnel matter of officials higher than the 600 picul level (liubai dan 7~
¥ 41). We can regard this as the consequence of the improvement of the per-
sonnel system via the introduction of the investigation by the Office since the
reign of Xuandi 7 and Yuandi JC77. The Office seemed to use the provin-
cial director’s reports (cishi zoushi bu ¥l 52 ZEF{#) as one of the reference
materials for investigation. In other words, its involvement in the performance
assessment would be institutionalized using the lines of command and control
between the Middle Aide to the Imperial Secretary and the provincial direc-
tors.

On the other hand, the Middle Aide is thought to have gained more au-
thority to inspect counties as time went on. It is obvious that the performance
assessment and inspector and impeachment are inextricably linked. Hence, we
can safely conclude that the deepening of the Office of Palace Writers’ in-
volvement in the personnel matter of high-ranking officials concurred with the
expansion of the inspection discharged by the Middle Aide to the Imperial
Secretary.
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