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ited foreign trade along the northwestern border, resulting in the greater part of
both maritime and inland foreign commerce being subsumed under the tribute

trade system.

Vietnamese Genealogy as an Informed Source on Fengshui Discourse
during the 19th Century: Records of the Doan Family of

Huu Thanh Oai near Hanoi
JO Ho-yeon

This article attempts to show that the social and political characteristics
of Vietnamese fengshui J&/K are truly informed by genealogical sources,
which were written by same Confucian scholars as the theoretical texts of
fengshui for promoting their ancestors to gain their favor, thus reflecting
socio-political reality.

The Doan Family (Poan toc &) from Huu Thanh Oai 45 A com-
mune, which differs from the widely researched aristocratic elite founders of
state politics and rural communities, in that its influence stemmed from its
relationship to the Court of Trinh Lords (Trinh virong phu #8FJF) during the
18th century and became the first elite to establish itself through the 19th cen-
tury state examination system. The Doan family’s genealogy, Doan téc phd %
&%, was written by a member who had passed the local examination; and for
that reason contains no reference to imperial edicts (letters of appointment) or
legends regarding the family as pioneering actors in state or village origins.
Instead, the Doan family genealogy is designed to strengthen family bonds
through fengshui practices, the rich description of which traces the appearance
of fengshui in Vietnam at that time.

Doan tgc pha informs us of three characteristic features of early modern
Vietnamese fengshui, the first of which is that while the original fengshui mas-

ters were Chinese “Northern people” (bdc nhdn JtN), native Vietnamese
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fengshui masters gradually appeared, indicating the penetration of fengshui
into rural society. It is clear that the work’s author, a Confucian scholar-
bureaucrat with a rich knowledge of fengshui, desired to use fengshui ideas
rooted in his country’s history, not in China’s.

Secondly, each fengshui episode in Poan téc pha is connected to feng-
shui theory in order to legitimate the history of the Doan family in each era.
And finally, Vietnamese fengshui purports that family descendants can gain
favor from matrilineal ancestors. Sons-in-law in fact become interested not
only in the funeral and memorial services of their wives’ families, but also in
the relocation of their mausolea, which shows incorporation of the Southeast

Asian custom of bilateral descent in fengshui practices.
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