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Military Concepts and Commanders during the Later Han Period:
The Relationships between The Methods of Sima, Baihu Tong, and
“Military Ritual”

AOKI Ryuichi

It has frequently been characterized of imperial dynastic China that its
main military objective was to maintain the institutions of the state and the
social order based on the emperor and the bureaucracy that served him. This
means that the military had to be a part of the bureaucracy to achieve that ob-
jective. That being said, this bureaucratization of the military did not entirely
coincide with the establishment of imperial dynastic governance. It is there-
fore appropriate to ask when and how bureaucratization was actually achieved.

This article focuses on the military under the Later Han Dynasty, in or-
der to clarify aspects of its bureaucratic character. In particular, the author
addresses the following point focusing on the notion of decorum: that is,
whether it was regarded as proper for the military to be controlled by the em-
peror and the imperial court.

The author begins with a review of the principle that “State affairs
should not be interfered in by the military, and military affairs should not be

interfered in by the state” and how it was perceived during the Later Han Pe-
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riod. The author then addresses the discussions in the White Tiger Hall held
during the reign of Emperor Zhang, which were decisive for spreading the
notion of decorum, and analyzes perceptions held regarding the military at the
time based on Baihu Tong, which summarizes the results of those discussions.
As described there, the philosophy of The Methods of Sima relates to “the
principles in the Spring and Autumn Annals” and ideas in the weft texts. On
the other hand, “military ritual” of the Han Dynasty had followed The Meth-
ods of Sima since the second half of the Former Han Period.

The author concludes that Han perceptions from The Methods of Sima
connected with “military ritual” and “the ritual regulations for meeting each
other” determined the notion of decorum, which was developed during the
Former Han period, and was then adopted by the Later Han Dynasty, leading

to the bureaucratization of the military.

Ming Dynasty Maritime Trade during the Early Reign of Emperor Hongwu

before the Unification of the Tribute Trade and Maritime Restrictions

NAKAJIMA Gakusho

This article discusses the development of maritime trade during the ear-
ly reign of Emperor Hongwu #ti, spanning the firm establishment of the
Ming Empire in 1368 and the abolition of the Maritime Trade Supervisorates
(shibosi Tifil1F]) in 1374, by examining the Chinese, Korean and Japanese
primary sources. Emperor Hongwu repeatedly issued maritime restriction
edicts and strictly prohibited private maritime voyages shortly after his en-
thronement, probably in response to the revolts of maritime bandits of Lanxiu-
shan 7511l in the Zhoushan Islands. In late 1371, Hongwu again issued a
maritime restriction edict to protect the imperial fleet carrying provisions for
the military campaign in Liaodong ## (. Thereafter, he ordered strict mari-

time restrictions along the Zhejiang #i{L coast, not allowing even fishing
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