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The Chronology and Drafting of Documents of State Issued
by the Tang Dynasty to the Kirghiz during Their Rise to Power in Mongolia

Qi1 Huijun

This article is an attempt to confirm the chronology of the four official
state documents (guoshu [ 3 ) issued by the Tang emperor to the Kirghiz
ruler during the Huichang & 2 Era (841-846), then analyze the process by
which they were drafted. The Huichang Era was a time marked by a
transition from Uighur to Kirghiz rule in Mongolia, a development which the
Tang Dynasty had to heed with caution, leading to the drafting and issuance
of state documents, the process of which is described in part in the extant
historiography. Despite the importance of this event in the study of Tang
period diplomatics, the related sources have yet to be analyzed in detail.

The four documents of state in question were issued to the Kirghiz in
the following order: 1) “To the King of the Kirghiz" 25th-30th day of the
2nd month of Huichang 3 (843); 2) “To the Qaghan of the Kirghiz" during
the 3rd month of Huichang 3 (843); 3), “To the Qaghan of Kirghiz™ during
the following 6th month; and 4) “To the Kirghiz" during the 2nd month of
Huichang 4 (844).

An analysis of the Chinese renditions of the name “Kirghiz™ reveals
that diplomatic letters brought by the Kirghiz envoys were not written in
Chinese, but rather either written in Turk-runic or presented orally, then
translated into Chinese by official translators of the Imperial Secretariat
(Zhongshu-sheng #1744 ) before being submitted to the emperor. During the
late Tang Period, imperial orders for the drafting of documents of state would
be directed to either chancellors, drafters of proclamations (Zhizhigao %1l
i), Secretariat clerks (Zhongshu Sheren H' # ¥ A ), or scholars of the



Hanlin ##k Imperial Academy.

When the chancellor was ordered to draft a document of state, he
would receive an imperial directive to that effect, then make a draft based on
the result of other ministers’ conference with the foreign diplomats
concerned, resulting in a manuscript that would be submitted to the emperor;
and in the case of the documents sent to the Kirghiz, the original manuscripts
were authored by de facto Chancellor Li Deyu 2= f# # (according to his
collected works Huichang Yipin Ji & & — i #£ ) and rewritten with
amendments proposed by Emperor Wuzong B %% himself, before being

issued to the Kirghiz.

Irrigation Organizations and Kinship in 10th Century Dunhuang:
Based on an Analysis of Quren’s Circular (¥ A1) S.6123

IsnikawA Yoshihito

Quren & A is the familiar term referring to workers renovating and
maintaining irrigation works at the Dunhuang 3/ oasis during the era of the
Loyalist Army (Guiyijun 3% ) regime situated at the junction connecting
the Hexi i P4 Corridor and the Tarim Basin. Despite the large body of
research to date regarding these workers, the reason why they engaged in
irrigation and were formed into associations, so-called qushe ¥&iil:, has yet to
be fully explained, thus leaving a concrete picture of their raison d'étre
unclarified.

The present article analyzes the document Stein 6123, entitled
“Circular for the Quren of the West Branch of Yigiu Canal” (Yigiu Xizhi
Quren Zhuantie TRk P4 ABEING ), which has not been studied in depth in
the research to date, in order to clarify the following three points. First, the
author examines the facts surrounding quren accommodating (kan 7 ) and
consulting with (xiangliang &) officials in charge of allocating water for
agricultural use (pingshui 77K ). Secondly, the circular did not move from
individual to individual, but rather among groups with identical surnames.
Although the document does contain individual seals acknowledging that

each quren had received it, the marks are uniform for each surname group,
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