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Relations between Frontier and Interior Commanderies during the
Latter Part of the Former Han as Seen from the Movement of People

through Jianshui Jinguan
Takamura Takeyuki

This article examines the kinds of people who passed through Jianshui
Jinguan J8 7K 4z B, a Han period garrisoned checkpoint in the northwestern
frontier region, in order to clarify the mobility of commoners and the actual
relationship between frontier and interior commanderies (jun ), utilizing
mainly the Han period bamboo and wooden slips unearthed at Jianshui Jinguan.

Although carrying a passport (chuan {8) was required when travelling
during the Han Period, there were no strict institutional restrictions on long-
distance travel, even in the case of commoners on the road for personal reasons.
The author’s examination of the Han bamboo and wooden slips from Jianshui
Jinguan reveals that not a few people from the interior commanderies passed
through this checkpoint, a considerable number of whom had obtained passports

s

for the purpose of “private commerce for family business,” and shows that
many people were transporting goods from the interior to the frontier
commanderies to sell and then returning with cash that had been originally
sent as taxes from the interior commanderies. Thus, not only did frontier
commanderies obtain from the interior goods that the state alone could not
distribute in sufficient quantities, but they were also sending back money to
the interior. Such trans-actions reveal one more link between the interior and
frontier commanderies separate from the state-controlled distribution of goods
between the two regions.

That being said, the majority of the people of the interior commanderies

did not directly traded their products with the frontier commanderies of Hexi



P4 and elsewhere, but chose either to stay at home to sell their wares locally,
or to commission agents to carry and peddle them in the frontier commanderies.
Therefore, most of the private-sector interaction between interior and frontier
commanderies was in fact conducted by professional merchants and transport
agents acting on behalf of commoners of the interior, passing through Jianshui
Jinguan with passports obtained on the pretext of “private commerce for
family business.” In the case of Hexi, the overwhelming majority of these
agents were from the nearby commanderies of Henan i1 B, where commerce
had traditionally flourished. In other words, the actual interaction that occurred
between the northwestern frontier commanderies, starting with the four
commanderies of Hexi, and the interior commanderies was characterized by
formal state-operated commodity distribution and military service, on the one
hand, and by merchants and transport agents from the commanderies of Henan

travelling to and from the interior and the frontier on behalf of clients.

The Exchange of Information between Central and Local Governments

during the Qing Period: An Analysis of the Titang System
YN Qing

This article focuses on the actual functions of the post of titang H& 3
and the operations of the tang Y departments of official couriers which he
commanded, in order to clarify how information was exchanged between the
central and local governments during the Qing period. Although the post of
titang was continued from the Ming Dynasty, local fitangs set up at military
bases during the Ming era were shut down in the early Qing period, leaving
only zhujing titang BEIHEYE in Beijing and zhusheng titang BEAAHEYE in the
provincial capitals, the role of whom were stipulated in the Collected Statutes
of the Qing Dynasty (Daging Huidian K% ).

Both the posts of zhujing titang and zhusheng titang were held by lower-
ranking officers of the Green Standard Army (Liiying #k%%), whose duty was
to deliver official documents exchanged between central government bureaus
such as the Six Boards (Liubu 75#F) and local administrative offices, as well

as the Peking Gazette (dibao ¥B¥) which contained information of the central
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