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In Central Celebes when there has been no rain for a long time and the rice-stalks begin to shrivel
up, many of the villagers, especially the young folk, go to a neighbouring brook and splash each
other with water, shouting noisily, or squirt water on one another through bambso tubes. Sometimes
they imitate the plump of rain by smacking the surface of the water with their hands, or by placing
an inverted gourd on it and drumming on the gourd with their fingers.
..C%MQM Sumatra SR VO B

The Karo-Bataks of Sumatra have a rain making ceremony which lasts a week. The men go about
with bamboo squirts and the women with bowls of waler, and they drench cach other or throw the

7

water into the air and cry, “ The rain has come,” when it drips down on them.
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A snll clearing is made in a thick and thorny wood, and here a pot is buried in the ground so
that its mouth is flush with the surface. From the pot four c¢hannels run in the form of a cross to
the four cardinal points of the horizon. Then a black ox or a black ram, without a speck of white
on it, is killed and the pot is stuffed with the half-digested grass found in the animal’s stomach.
Next, little girls, still in the age of innocence, aro sent to draw water, which they pour into the pot
till it overflows into the four channels. After that the women assemble, strip off their clothes, and
covering their nakedness only with a scanty petticoat of grass they dance, leap, and, sing, * Rain, falll”
Then they go and dig up the remains of the prematurely born infants and of twins buriecl in dry
ground on & hiee. The women pour waler on the graves of the infants and of twins in order to “ ex-
tinguish ” (timula) them, as the natives phrase it. At the fall of evening they bury all the remains they
have discovered, poking them away in the mud near a stream. Then the rain will be free to fall

URRORVE VAN NEHEECRERTRVPEELY Q0 R0KS Rk
Among the Grecks of Thessaly and Macedonia, when a drought has lasted a long time, it is custo-
mary to send a procession of children round to all the wells and springs of the neinghbourheod. A
the head of the procession walks a girl adorned with flowers, whom her companions drench with
water at every halting-place, while they sing an invoeation.
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A fat bandiccot in caught, care being taken not to injure it. A man belonging to & special moiety
of the tribe then wraps it up in paper-bark and earries it about in a pitchi [hollowed trough), singing
over it until such time ag it becomes very thin and weak. Then he lets it go, and the rain is su-
pposed to follow.
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A man of the Mumbakuaku tofem can make rain by ealching o snake and putting it alive into
the water-hole. < After holding it under for a litile time, he brings it out, kills il, and lays it down
by the side of the ereck. Then, in imitation of a rainbow, he makes an arched bundle of grass

stalks.. .. and sets it up over the snake. All that he then does is to sing over the snake and the

imitation rainbow, and sooner or later the rain falls)

QUVEHIENE Y

When men go to the fisheries they take the skulls of the animals with them. The reason is that when
the weather is cotinuously calm, and the men have to work incessantly both by day and by night,
they get tired and long for a rest. At such calms they take out their racoon skulls at night and pray
to them. The prayer used is: “ This calm is lasting too long ; we are very tired; please send us bad
weather, so that we may not be able o work.” After this praycr has been said they throw water
over one another and make merry. If this be done properly, bad storms are certain to follow, and
then the people get rest and are greatly rejoiced. As soon as the rough weather begins the men buy
saké, worship, and offer libations to the skull; if very bad weather indeed is required, the people

make gloves and Q%m of racoon and marten skins, put them on and dance.
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